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James R. (Jim) Reckner was born in Philadelphia in 
August 1940.  He entered the US Navy directly from 
high school in 1958, and gradually rose through the 
enlisted ranks to Signalman, First Class, [E-6] in 
1962.  He served in the Mediterranean in 1959, and 
took part in the Extended International Geophysical 
Year in Antarctica in 1959-60.  During 1960 and  
 
1961 he participated in hydrographic operations on 
the east coast of Greenland and islands north of 
Iceland.  From the end of 1961 until August 1964 he  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
served on ships operating in the Western Pacific, 
home ported in Subic Bay, the Philippines.  Reckner 
first encountered Vietnam in 1963, when he was 
part of the Navy’s reaction to the military coup that 
resulted in the assassination of South Vietnamese 
Prime Minister Ngo Dinh Diem in November of that 
year. 
 
 In August 1964 he was ordered to Officer 
Candidate School and in December he was com-
missioned an ensign.  On board USS Leary (DD-
879), Reckner participated in the OAS intervention 
in the Dominican Republic in 1965.  A second Medi-
terranean tour followed.  As a lieutenant he returned 
to Vietnam in 1968 to serve as senior advisor for a 
Vietnamese Navy river assault group operating in 
the southwestern Mekong Delta, along the Cambo-
dian border.  With only ten months at home after 
that tour, he was again ordered to Vietnam, where 
he served as senior advisor to a Vietnamese Navy 
river patrol group [fiber-glass jet boats] in the “Iron 
Triangle” area north of Saigon.   
 
 From 1972 to 1978 Reckner served as a mili-
tary and political intelligence analyst for the NATO 
commander-in-chief of Southern Europe, stationed 
at Naples, Italy. 
 
 Reckner retired from the Navy in 1978, emi-
grated to New Zealand, and became a freshman at 
the University of Auckland, where he eventually 
earned his BA, MA and Ph.D.  He returned to the 
United States in 1987 after nearly twenty years 
overseas and began teaching military history at 
Texas Tech University in 1988.  He founded The 
Vietnam Center in 1989, and continues to direct it. 
 


























