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      A Memorial to the American Experience in Vietnam 

          

The Official Journal of The Tan Son Nhut Association 

JULY 2010 

TSNA REUNION, OCTOBER 7-10, 2010 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Date Time Location  Event 
 

Thursday 
Oct 7 
 

 1:00pm 3rd floor foyer, Crowne Plaza TSNA Registration table - opens 
   Hospitality Suite - opens 

 3:00pm 1st floor lobby, Crowne Plaza Front desk, hotel check-in 
 

  5:30pm Hotel - Outdoor River Plaza TSNA evening outdoor reception 
 

  6:30pm San Antonio River barges One-hour guided tour of Riverwalk 
 

  7:30pm Riverwalk - Restaurant District Dinner at Riverwalk restaurant of choice 
 

8:45-9:00-9:15-9:30 Riverwalk - Restaurant District Barges return to hotel [every 15 min] 
 

 9:00pm 3rd floor, Crowne Plaza Hospitality Suite - reopens for evening 

Friday  
Oct 8 
 

 7:45am Crowne Plaza (front street) Board buses for Lackland AFB 
 

 8:00am 3rd floor, Crowne Plaza Hospitality Suite - opens 
 

 8:30am Crowne Plaza (first floor - lobby) Guided spouses’ shopping tour 
 

  9:00am Lackland AFB Parade Grounds 37th TRW BMT graduation and parade 
 

 10:15am Lackland B-52D static display TSNA Reunion 2010 group photo 
 

  10:30am Lackland AFB & Medina Annex AF guided windshield-tour of base 
 

  12:00pm BMTS “Chow Hall” Lunch with AF basic trainees 
 

  1:00pm BMTS parking lot Board buses, return to hotel 

Saturday 
Oct 9 
 

 8:00am 3rd floor, Crowne Plaza Hospitality Suite - opens 
 

  8:00am Riverwalk, Alamo, Hemisfair, etc. SAT sight-seeing & shopping 
    [Optional guided tours of SAT] 
 

  1:00pm Hotel - lower level, Fiesta Pavilion Bat 21 Panel Session 
 

  6:00pm Hotel 2nd floor, Texas Ballroom TSNA Banquet Reception (cash bar) 
 

  7:00pm Hotel 2nd floor, Texas Ballroom TSNA Banquet, featuring 
    LT Tom Norris, Keynote speaker 
 

 10:00pm 3rd floor, Crowne Plaza Hospitality Suite - opens 

Sunday 
Oct 10  
 

 8:00am 3rd floor TSNA meeting room Continental breakfast 
 

  9:00am 3rd floor TSNA meeting room 2010 TSNA members’ meeting 
 

  10:30am 3rd floor TSNA meeting room Photos, farewells and dismissal 
 

  11:00am Hotel lobby - front desk Check-out time (settle account) 
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One of the key sites we will be visiting during our TSNA reunion bus windshield-tour of Lackland AFB on Friday, 8 Octo-
ber is the USAF Security Forces Museum. We have coordinated with the USAFSF museum director/curator & Founda-

tion president for TSNA guests to visit their facility for a 30 minute tour {on the hour & half-hour} for the number of buses 
we have on the reunion base windshield-tour.  The Foundation wants to support our TSNA visit, greet our visitors, and 
maybe offer refreshments …midway during our base bus tour(s). 
 
The United States Security Police Museum (renamed the USAF Security Forces Museum in 2007) was established on 
November 5, 1979 to honor all Active Duty, Reserve, and Retired Air Force Security Police personnel to preserve the his-
tory and heritage of the career field. It is located on Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas and is supported by the 
Security Forces Museum Foundation.  
 
This museum is the only one in the world that tells the Security Police historiography. The Museum’s Archival Repository 
contains historical documents, photographs, films, videos, audio tapes, magazines, newspapers and military memorabilia.  
 
 

PICTURES FROM THE CROWNE PLAZA 
“COME ON DOWN”, AND TAKE YOUR OWN 

PICTURES! 

Texas BallroomTexas Ballroom  King Guest RoomKing Guest Room  
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SECRETARY’S COLUMN 

 

With heavy heart, I formally announce 

the resignation of Larry Fry as Tan Son 

Association Vice President.  With re-

gret, his letter of resignation was ac-

cepted by the TSNA Board of Direc-

tors.  Larry, however, has not left the 

fold of those who serve your Associa-

tion.  He will continue as Editor of Re-

vetments and will also continue with 

his membership administration duties.  

We are fortunate to still have him on 

board.  The officers and directors of 

TSNA continue to seek and heed his 

counsel. 

 

Your Treasurer and Secretary continue 

working to make TSNA a well man-

aged and a more fiscally sound organi-

zation. 

 

On the management front, a committee 

has been formed to review and revise 

the Association bylaws.  Part of this 

effort is to more closely align the by-

laws with our new incorporation in the 

Commonwealth of Virginia.  The re-

vised ones should be ready to present 

to the entire membership at the reun-

ion.  Members of the committee are 

Founder and former President John 

Peele, Director Bob Laymon, and 

members Bill Coup and Gary Red-

linski.  I thank them for their participa-

tion.  I am chairing the committee. 

 

With the aid of our attorney Steven 

Benson, Treasurer Carol Bessette and 

I filed for tax exemption with the IRS.  If 

approved, there will be financial advan-

tages for all members.  The IRS has 

acknowledged receipt of our applica-

tion, and we should have a ruling 

within three months.  Carol and I hope 

to have good news for all of you at the 

reunion. 

 

Carol and I continue to investigate in-

surance issues that are applicable to 

our association. 

 

Hope we have many positive an-

nouncements for the reunion. 

 

Dale Bryan 

TSNA Secretary 

CALL FOR CANDIDATES 

 

Due to the resignation of our Vice 

President, our TSNA Secretary has 

issued a Call for Candidates. The cur-

rent description for TSNA VP is: 

 
Vice President. The Vice President assumes 
responsibilities and duties of the President 
when the President is unavailable or unable or 
refuses to perform, manages one or more op-
erational functions of the Association as dele-
gated by the President, and completes other 
delegated duties assigned by the President or 
Board. 

 
If interested, please send your name 
t o  D a l e  B r y a n  a t : 

dale_f_bryan@yahoo.com., or snail 

mail it to the TSNA address shown on 
the back page of Revetments, by the 
end of July. 

 

FROM OUR CHEERLEADER! 

 

John Stuart Mi l l  (1806-1873) 

English Economist and Philosopher 

 

"War is an ugly thing. But, it is not the 

ugliest of things. The decayed and 

degraded state of moral and patriotic 

feeling that thinks that nothing is worth 

war is much worse. A man who has 

nothing for which he is willing to fight, 

nothing he cares about more than his 

own personal safety...that man is a 

miserable creature, who has no 

chance of being free unless he is 

made and kept so by the actions of 

b e t t e r  m e n  t h a n  h i ms e l f . " 

 

So many people take these freedoms 

that embrace us for granted. The fam-

ily and Loved Ones of our military 

Brothers and Sisters have never taken 

them for paper freedoms. We know 

too well what the freedoms have cost 

our men and women. We know the 

prices and sacrifices they have laid on 

the line. They paid the price yester-

day, today and will continue to pay 

them tomorrow. To them we say, 

"Welcome home, thank you, and you 

did good." 

 

Salute, 

 

Janice Jones 

TSNA Cheerleader 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
 

Bob A Chaffee, TSNA Chaplain  

 

July: The month of celebration of "One 

Nation under God", our United States 

of America. On July 4, 1776, after four 

days of discussion, the Continental 

Congress at 5 PM passed "The Decla-

ration of American Independence from 

the pen of Jefferson". (From "Modern 

School History", copyright 1878.)  

 

The Virginia Gazette, #78 of July 26, 

1776 printed the entire Declaration on 

its front page. Many of us memorized 

the first paragraph that begins "When 

in the course of human events..." but 

few remember the ringing words that 

close the document. "...And for the 

support of this declaration, with a firm 

reliance on the PROTECTION OF 

DIVINE PROVIDENCE, we mutually 

pledge to each other, our lives, our 

fortunes and our sacred honour."  

 

In 2008 the US mint created a five 

cent piece with Jefferson's face on 

one side and the words Liberty and 

the statement In God We Trust.  

 

It took a couple of centuries but the 

words "One Nation under God" were 

added for our “Pledge of Allegiance” 

to our country.  

 

One final thought on our nation under 

God. Again from that history book of 

1878, Washington at Valley Forge 

was housed by Isaac Potts. One day 

in the frigid cold, Mr. Potts while walk-

ing outside heard a voice in prayer. 

Looking around he saw General 

Washington on his knees. On return-

ing to his house he said to his wife "If 

there is one to whom the Lord will lis-

ten, it is George Washington and un-

der such a commander our independ-

ence is certain.”  

 

"One Nation under God" for "In God 

We Trust"! 

mailto:dale_f_bryan@yahoo.com
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Memorial Day Ceremony 2009 at Rocky Gap Veterans Cemetery outside of Cumberland, MD 

 
Good afternoon: 
 
I bring you greetings from the Office of the Governor Martin O’Malley, and from the Secretary of the State of Maryland 
Department of Veterans Affairs, Edward Chow. 
 
First I truly want to thank all you for taking the time during this holiday to honor those that have made that ultimate sacri-
fice in Service to this GREAT country!!! 
 
After all that is the reason for this holiday. But I must warn you, when it comes to observing this day, I am in a personal 
quandary!!! I tend to believe Memorial Day should only be observed on the intended day May 30th. I would like to tell that it 
is because I am a traditionalist. But my wife will tell you that is a code. It’s only because I’m BULL HEADED!!! But I was 
born under the sign of Taurus the Bull, and then it might come naturally!! 
 
I would like to tell you that when the government made this change I had other things on my mind and it really didn’t mat-
ter at the time. After all, I was in-country, and not the U. S. Of A, no longer the FNG, and for you civilians that is the 
FRESH NEW GUY! Actually I was looking to get my DEROS calendar!!! Date Expected to Return from Over Seas. And 
with the 1 or 2 days we got off each month, I probably didn’t care if it would have been a Monday. But they are just ex-
cuses I tend to use! 
 
But, I will let you in on a secret- the real reason in MY life, that my observing Memorial Day tends to be limited to the 30th 
of May. It is my Mother’s Birthday!!! So for all my life it has been celebrate Mothers Birthday AND observe Memorial Day!!! 
Not an EITHER / OR situation, just AND! I don’t care if it is an act of Congress, it will not change my family tradition, ES-
PECIALLY one concerning Mother!!! And yes, the family spent yesterday afternoon with Mother. To help her celebrate her 
83rd Birthday!! 
 
And about 20 years ago I also discovered that my family has a direct connection to why this day was first established. My 
Great-Great Grandfather, Lt Cyrus Patton, served with the 54th PA Volunteers and was Killed in Action April 6, 1865 in 
the battle for the Highbridge. It was just about 20 miles east of Appomattox Court House, and three days shy of the sur-
render!!! He rests eternal in Grave #150 at the Poplar Grove National Cemetery just outside Petersburg, VA. 
 
Now I may Joke about what day I observe!!! But I never joke about what this day means, not only to me and my family, 
but for all families, especially the ones gathered here today! This day should never be forgotten!!! We can not forgot the 
sacrifice that our heroes made to ensure the freedoms we enjoy today. 
 
Now when you look at the history behind this day of remembrance, I have found some very unique aspects. We should 
remember first and foremost, this great nation endured unprecedented DEATH, DESTRUCTION AND DEVASTATION, 
that we all pray will never be experienced again within our borders. And anything that could be done to promote healing 
within our society was needed. And what better to start, than to honor the fallen warrior. Their sacrifices must not be for-
gotten!! Which I tend to think is only human nature. 
 
But one of the first recorded local observances was in Columbus, Miss., April 25, 1866. A group of women visited a ceme-
tery to decorate the graves of Confederate soldiers who had fallen in battle at Shiloh. Nearby were the graves of Union 
soldiers, neglected because they were the enemy. Disturbed at the sight of the bare graves, the women placed some of 
their flowers on those graves. 
 
Then two years later, May 5th 1868, General Logan, Commander of the GAR, The Grand Army of the Republic a veterans 
organization for the veterans of the Civil War issued General Order No 11, Proclaiming May 30th of each year, as a Na-
tional Day of Remembrance to honor all fallen warriors. 
 
It became known as Decoration Day, since it was the common practice at that time to decorate those graves with the flow-
ers of the season. 
 
Now we should fast forward 50 years! Once again our great country was faced with DEATH & DEVASTATION from an-
other war!!! Fortunately, this one was not on our soil. But we still had to mourn the loss of America’s sons and daughters, 
as the Great War, that war to end all wars, World War I came to an end! 
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It was at that time the entire United States recognized the need to remember all our fallen heroes! And May 30th , once 
known as Decoration Day started to transition to what is now Memorial Day. 
 
Yes our primary focus is on those who made that ultimate sacrifice!! But we also remember those who once served this 
great country and now rest eternal in this place and many others places across this great nation. Those we knew and 
shared our lives with. Whether it be members of our own family or our friends. But today, we also gather with the living! 
 
Whether it is at a separate family gathering, or here among our fellow brothers and sisters, many of whom share that com-
mon bond of being a veteran! But veteran or not each of us share that support of the veteran!!! 
 
I especially want to thank the organizations here today. They are the primary support group for all veterans. And it is be-
cause of those organizations that the Veterans Commission exists!!! Their representatives make up a majority of the Com-
missioners. 
 
And it is the responsibility of that Commission, to review and make recommendations on veterans issues that either come 
before or come from the MD Department of Veterans Affairs. And that information is then shared with the veterans of 
Maryland, mainly through the organizations on the Commission. 
 
But these groups here today play a larger role within our immediate community. Today is an excellent example. One we 
will see repeated in November on Veterans Day! And hopefully for many future Memorial Days and Veterans Days. 
 
And another fine example of their service to the community, is at the funeral of a veteran. If the family requests military 
burial rites, you will see them at that funeral. And as you read our local newspaper, the Cumberland Times, if military rites 
are requested by the family, there are one of two organizations that usually respond. 
 
Either the Honor Guard / Burial Detail of Fort Cumberland Post 13, the American Legion, or Cumberland Chapter 172, 
Vietnam Veterans of America. 
 
We should all thank them for that service offered. And if you are not familiar with these organization, I think many would 
be surprised as to the other ways they serve the Veteran, and serve the community!!! 
 
It may be helping a veteran filing a claim through the VA, or helping a veteran in need of other assistance, or sponsoring a 
local youth sports team, or making a donation to a local cause, or supporting other programs within the community. And 
their support reaches out far beyond the local community!! It is not limited to the immediate scope of that brick and mortar 
structure down the street in almost all communities. 
 
They also support State and National Programs. It is a case of Veterans STILL Serving America!!! 
 
I urge all, especially the eligible veteran, if you are not a member, to consider a membership in one of these organiza-
tion!!! Membership is the lifeblood of every organization. And without our members, a program like we are having today, 
may not be possible. 
 

After all, it is not the price you pay to join, it is the price you paid to be eligible to join. And these organizations are 

the keepers of our military heritage and our great military traditions!!! 
 
We can NEVER forget those who have served this great country, especially those who are no longer with us. And as 
every veteran will tell you, 
 
ALL GAVE SOME, SOME GAVE ALL. 
 
Again, I thank you for sharing with us today May GOD Bless You, May GOD Bless these great organizations and may 
GOD continue to Bless our Great Country. 
 
 
Lynn Patton 
377th SPS 
Jan 71—Jan 72 
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 THREE SERVICEMEN STATUE TO UNDERGO SIX-WEEK RESTORATION 

Washington, D.C. – The Three Servicemen statue, an integral part of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial site, will receive 
restoration treatment beginning May 25 in a project expected to last approximately six weeks, said Jan C. Scruggs, foun-
der and president of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund (VVMF). 

The restoration will remove damage and restore the original patina of the statue. VVMF and the National Park Service 
(NPS) are partners in the project. 

The work will be performed by New Arts Foundry out of Baltimore, Md. The statue will remain in place while the work is 
done, but an enclosure will be built around it to provide a more controlled environment for the restoration process.  The 
enclosure, which will be erected beginning May 25, will include windows so the public may view the work as it progresses. 

“For almost as long as The Wall has been in place, the Three Servicemen statue has been an important component of the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial site,” said Scruggs. “The statue provides an artistic representation of those brave service 
members whose names are on The Wall. It is imperative that we keep this important artwork in top condition.” 

“This project was identified as a need by both the park and the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund in 2005,” said National 
Mall and Memorial Parks Superintendent John Piltzecker. “Both began developing funding requests to provide the neces-
sary treatment. Funding provided by the NPS Challenge Cost Share program will allow the park and the Vietnam Veter-
ans Memorial Fund to finally realize our combined goal of resource preservation for the Three Servicemen statue.” 

The Three Servicemen statue was created by artist Frederick Hart in 1984 with a patina that includes combinations and 
gradations of many different colors. Elliot Gantz, the original patina artist, has recreated the colors and prepared color 
match samples on the same bronze material that was used for the statue. Eight different colors of chemically applied pat-
ina will be used in the restoration. 

Currently, oxidation has caused parts of the statue—areas on the figures’ faces, noses, arms, hands and weapons—to 
turn a greenish-blue color. New Arts Foundry will remove the worn finish, reduce the areas of damaged patina and reap-
ply the patina to the artist’s original intent. 

James Cummings, architect of record for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, will oversee the restoration project. Valuable 
background information about the artist and the creation of the statue was provided by Jay Hall Carpenter, a sculptor him-
self who, in 1984, served as a sculptor’s assistant to Frederick Hart; Hart’s widow, Lindy Lain Hart; and noted preservation 
expert Russell Bernabo. 

Once the restoration is complete, the National Park Service and VVMF will establish a conscientious program of regularly 
scheduled maintenance, including waxing, which will preserve the new patina and prevent future damage of this type. 

VVMF began raising funds to restore the statue last fall. NPS contributed a grant of nearly $25,000 through its Challenge 
Cost Share program. On May 15, Lindy Hart, held a fundraiser in her home to assist in the effort. VVMF gathered dona-
tions from around the country, including gifts from: Thomas N.P. Johnson III and the Roy R. Charles Charitable Trust; 
Robert Chase Sr.; Chesley LLC; Richard Lieb; VFW Post 5958 of Titusville, Pa.; Tom and Edwina Johnson; Bill Nelson; 
the Ladies’ Auxiliary to the Veterans of Foreign Wars; American Legion Post 10 of Manassas, Va.; and Pentagon Federal 
Credit Union. 

Work on the Three Servicemen statue is part of a maintenance and restoration program begun last fall by the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Fund to assist the National Park Service in upkeep of the site. VVMF raised funds last year to refinish 
the flagpole and flagpole base, as well as five directory stands located throughout the site. It also paid to replace paper 
directories of the names on The Wall with laminated directories better able to withstand being out in the weather. 

VVMF also raised funds to repair the sprinkler system at The Wall and care for the lawn at and around the Memorial 
site—13.5 acres in all, including the future home for the Education Center at The Wall, across Henry Bacon Drive near the 
Lincoln Memorial. 

On May 11, VVMF announced that the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers (IAM) had contrib-
uted $50,000 to pay for lawn maintenance at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial through the rest of the year. 

Since September 2009, VVMF has raised $231,000 to pay for lawn maintenance and other restoration projects on the 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial site. 

        MORE 
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Photo courtesy of visitdc.com 

This is the "shed" they built around the statue while they refurbish it. It is a much classier structure than I 

had anticipated. 

 

I heard two reasons why work started just before Memorial Day--one does not exclude the other: 

 

--They had to do the work before it got too hot. (We already have had days in the 90's.) 

 

--They were to start work on May 1, but lost several weeks due to illness of Jan Scruggs. 

 

Carol Bessette 

VVMF “NATIONAL CALL FOR PHOTOS” 

 
The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund (VVMF) has announced a "National Call for Photos" of the 58,000+ men and 
women whose names are listed on The Wall.  
  
The VVMF is planning an Education Center, which will be built underground on the National Mall, close to the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial. The centerpiece of the Education Center will be a video "wall of faces" that will show larger-than-life 
pictures of the men and women on The Wall on their birthdays.  
  
The VVMF is partnering with FedEx on this project. If you have a photo of someone whose name is on The Wall, there are 
three ways to submit it: 
 

1.  Go to any FedEx office location and the staff will scan your photo free of charge. 
 

2.  Go to the Education Center web site www.VVMFCenter.org, click on the Get Involved tab, and follow the directions for 
uploading a photo. 
 

3.  Mail a copy of the photo to the VVMF, 2600 Virginia Avenue, NW, Suite 104, Washington, DC 20037. Do not send an 
original photo since the photos cannot be returned to the sender. 
 

Additional Info: The direct URLs to the "National Call for Photos" sites are: 

National Call for Photos 

http://www.buildthecenter.org/get-involved/call-for-photos.html 
 

Photo Information Form 
http://www.buildthecenter.org/images/FedExPhotoForm.pdf 
 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SUBMIT PHOTOS 
          http://www.buildthecenter.org/get-involved/call-for-photos/83.html  

http://www.vvmfcenter.org/
http://www.buildthecenter.org/get-involved/call-for-photos.html
http://www.buildthecenter.org/images/FedExPhotoForm.pdf
http://www.buildthecenter.org/get-involved/call-for-photos/83.html
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Tan Son Nhut Association 
P. O. Box 236 
Penryn PA 17564 

 Revetments is an official publication of the  
 Tan Son Nhut Association, Inc. 
 P.O. Box 236, Penryn, PA 17564-0236 
 The Association is a non-profit fraternal organization  
 chartered under the appropriate statutes and law. 

 

 President: Robert Robinson Gales 
 Vice President: 
 Treasurer: Carol Bessette 
 Secretary: Dale Bryan 
 Dir. of Communications/Webmaster: Charles Penley 
 Director of Marketing: Johnnie Jernigan 
 Dir. of Membership Development:: George Plunkett 
 Director of Public Relations: Richard Carvell 
 Director of History: Bob Laymon 
 Chaplains: Rev. Dr. James M. Warrington,                             
    Rev. Dr. Billy T. Lowe; and Rev. Bob A. Chaffee 
 Co-Founders/Presidents Emeriti: Don Parker and  
   John Peele  
 President Emeritus: Wayne Salisbury 
 Revetments Editor: Larry E. Fry 

 Web Site: www.tsna.org 
 
 Annual Membership: $20.00 
 Five Year Membership: $80.00 
 Life Membership: $180.00 

TSNA and its officers, directors, employees and agents do not make any guarantees of any kind about the content, accuracy, or 
timeliness of information in the TSNA newsletter, Revetments. The use of information from this newsletter is strictly voluntary and at 
the user’s sole risk.  TSNA shall not be liable for any damages of any kind related to the information in this newsletter. The opinions 
expressed in the newsletter are those of the authors and do not constitute the opinion or policy of TSNA. 

   NEW  
MEMBERS   

Mr. James W. Schultz, Jr. DE jim777fly@verizon.net Oct 68 - Oct 69 

     19th SOS 

      

Mr. Jerry Brown OR jerrybrowninvestiga- Mar 66 - Mar 67; 68 also at Bien Hoa SPS 

     8th Aerial Port Squadron 

      

Ms. Therese Galvan CA gcowpunk@aol.com 69-73 (Brother Joseph R. Galvan (Dec.) 

     377th CES 

      

Mr. James P. Gallagher OH paddy317p@gmail.com Jan 68 - Jan 69 

     460th TRW AEMS Camera Shop 

      

Mr. Ralph R. Butler LA  Nov 68 - Nov 69 

     377th Combat Support Group, Hq. Sq. 

USAF SECURITY FORCES MUSEUM 
LACKLAND AIR FORCE BASE, TX 

mailto:jim777fly@verizon.net
mailto:jerrybrowninvestigations@gmail.com
mailto:gcowpunk@aol.com
mailto:paddy317p@gmail.com

