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MARK SYRKIN 

MONUMENT OF VALOR PRESENTATION 

 

Remarks by George Plunkett, President-Elect, TSNA 

 

In July 49 years ago, I first deployed to South Vietnam. 

 

I was excited, afraid, and proud to be serving my country. 

 

Returning to America after my last tour in 1967, I was 

greeted by stares and silence. 

 

Shortly after enrolling in college, I was spat upon by an-

other student. 

 

At that point I bottled up my memories of Vietnam and pro-

ceeded with my studies. 

 

With the military buildup for Gulf War One, I, along with 

millions of other Vietnam vets, began making our presence 

known. 

 

We were determined to treat current generation of veterans 

better than we had been treated. 

 

We have not wavered in our support. 

 

To paraphrase a saying from my Jewish friends—never 

again will one generation of veterans fail to support the 

next generation. 

 

We are extremely grateful to VisitCharlotte.com.  for plac-

ing a plaque in our honor at the Mark Syrkin Monument of 

Valor. 

 

Recognition for serving our great country is very much ap-

preciated.   

 

It has been an honor and a privilege for us to have served 

and supported our great country, even when she did not 

support us. 

 

Every day is a great day to be an American.  
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From President Emeritus 

Bob Gales 
 
It is with a deep sense of regret and disap-
pointment that I inform you that I will be 
unable to attend this year's TSNA 2011 
Reunion. I recently had surgery and, while 
I had held out hope that I would be able to 
attend, I am still unable to return to my 
office or travel. Accordingly, I will be forced 
to miss our 2011 Reunion in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. I will deeply miss my an-
nual private dinner with Janice Jones and 
Charles Penley. Since this will be my last 
opportunity to address TSNA as your 
President, I hereby request that Rich Car-
vell read my final remarks to the dinner on 
Saturday. I would also appreciate it if Larry 
Fry would print my remarks in next 
month's Revetments: 
  
Dear Brothers and Sisters, Comrades in 
Arms, Friends, and Family, 
  
Welcome to the 2011 Tan Son Nhut Asso-
ciation Reunion and Education Confer-
ence in Charlotte, North Carolina. This 
presentation is my swan song as your 
Fourth President, and is my State of the 
Association Report for 2011. Initially, let 
me say congratulations to President-elect 
George Plunkett, and if there is anything 
you wish for me to do, please do not hesi-
tate to ask me. 
  
Four years ago, in Dayton, Ohio, we were 
an association in transition. Our Third 
President was in ill health and was unable 
to actively continue in the leadership of the 
Tan Son Nhut Association. I was relatively 
new to the association, but was extremely 
interested in meeting with my comrades 
from Tan Son Nhut Air Base, where I had 
been an Assistant Staff Judge Advocate 
with the 377th Combat Support Group 
from March 1968 until March 1969. I had 
previously attended several reunions of a 
small unit at Bien Hoa Air Base, and those 
reunions with friends from the past were 
significant and meaningful to me. I sought 
the same fulfillment from the Tan Son 
Nhut Association.  
  
When I went away to war in 1968, my 
Mother warned me to "never volunteer." 
Well, I did then, and I did so too when this 
association called. No-one was willing to 
undertake the leadership position of Tan 
Son Nhut Association in 2007, so I stood 
up and did so, really without knowing the 
identities and relationships of our member-
ship or its leadership. I established my 
vision and set my goals for a successful 
administration. 
  
Among my goals was to assure an active 

and meaningful Board of Directors to as-
sist our Officers in fulfilling the mission of 
the association. I did not want meaning-
less titles and empty offices. And I did not 
want all of the power and responsibility 
resting in one or a few individuals. Some 
among you may have differed in my meth-
odology. Some wanted to be led or di-
rected; some objected to being led or di-
rected. Some preferred a non-military offi-
cer leadership. Nevertheless, despite the 
personal preferences regarding manage-
ment style, this goal has been realized 
with the expansion of our Board, signifi-
cant expanded responsibilities, and suc-
cessful accomplishments by various duly 
elected Officers and Directors. 
  
Another goal was to maintain the monthly 
issuance of our association publication, 
Revetments. There were some grumblings 
that the publication should be cut back to 
every other month, but I fought against 
that action. Revetments is the lifeline from 
the association to our membership, and as 
with breathing, we cannot cut back on 
such an activity. Through the stellar edito-
rial efforts of Larry Fry, and the magnifi-
cent overall efforts of Charles Penley - my 
nominee for the heart and soul of the as-
sociation - Revetments is there, on line, or 
in the mail, to our membership and to the 
entire World. This goal too has been suc-
cessful. 
  
Another goal was to encourage more 
meaningful involvement and activity by our 
general membership in the activities of the 
association. Committees were formed and 
activities undertaken. For the first time, 
general members have had a definitive 
say in such areas as recognitions and 
awards, memorials, nominations, and by-
laws. While the awards, memorials and 
nominations activities have been com-
pleted for this year and will continue again 
next year, the bylaws is a continuing activ-
ity. This goal has also been successful. 
  
Another goal was to recognize the efforts 
of individuals in furtherance of the associa-
tion's goals and the efforts of individuals in 
maintaining the memory of our comrades 
in the defense of democracy in the Repub-
lic of Vietnam. I urged the adoption of an 
award, to be called the Tan Son Nhut As-
sociation Military Order of the Dragon, and 
that effort was successful. With the guid-
ance of only one other Officer, I awarded 
the Order of the Dragon - the first award 
issued by the association other than a 
certificate - to several very deserving re-
cipients over a three year period. The 
processing and selection is now a continu-
ing activity of a committee and the Board. 
This goal has also been successful. 
  

Another goal was to update and stabilize 
the legal status of the association and 
drive it to a recognized non-profit status. 
We relocated the corporate home of the 
association to Virginia, had an attorney 
well-versed in corporate law and non-profit 
organizations lead us in the reorganization 
and reestablishment effort, and now the 
association is soundly organized, located, 
and is recognized by the IRS as a non-
profit veteran's organization. This goal has 
also been successful. 
  
Another goal was to broaden the associa-
tion's base by bringing it and our annual 
reunions to geographical areas to which it 
had not previously been, outside of the 
Midwest-Atlantic Coast regions. First I had 
to diffuse the effort to cut back our reun-
ions to once every other year because 
there was a core of individuals that did not 
wish to travel each year. Once that effort 
was defeated, there was my effort to ex-
pand our horizons. We crossed the Missis-
sippi River with the 2008 Reunion in Saint 
Louis, Missouri, and again with the 2010 
Reunion in San Antonio, Texas. Two times 
outside of our comfort zone in four years is 
considered a success, but it is a success 
in progress. While the 2009 Reunion in 
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, the 2011 Reun-
ion in Charlotte, North Carolina, and the 
anticipated 2012 Reunion in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, have been or will be highly success-
ful, returning to our comfort zone rather 
that expanding to meet our more distant 
membership, is a disappointment. 
  
I want to thank all of the Officers, Board 
members, and general members of the 
association who supported my efforts over 
the past four years. While we did not al-
ways agree, I appreciate your efforts and 
activities on behalf of the association. In 
sum, using an adage popular during the 
national election cycle, "are you better off 
now than you were four years ago?" I 
guess the question is "is the Tan Son Nhut 
Association better off now than it was four 
years ago?" I believe deep in your respec-
tive hearts, regardless of associations and 
relationships, the honest answer is a re-
sounding "Yes!" The Tan Son Nhut Asso-
ciation is an organization on its ascen-
dancy, growing stronger with increased 
membership, expanding treasury, and 
more interesting activities. 
  
I wish you, and all members of our military 
and their families, serenity, tranquility, 
gratification, prosperity, and contentment 
throughout the rest of your respective 
lives, as well as enjoyment and happi-
ness during this 2011 Reunion. See you 
all next year in Cincinnati, Ohio! God Bless 
You All, and God Bless The United States 
of America. 
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THE TAN SON NHUT 

 MILITARY ORDER OF THE DRAGON 

 

In 2007, the Board of Directors approved the establishment 

of an Award to recognize extraordinary performance and 

activities by a member of the Tan Son Nhut Association 

which advances the stated purposes of the Associa-

tion.  Those purposes, distilled from Article 1, Section 3, of 

our Bylaws, are:  (1) perpetuate the history of Tan Son 

Nhut Air Base, especially as it existed from 1959 to 1975; 

(2) to recognize and honor those who served at or were 

affiliated with the base; and (3) to conduct benevolent, cul-

tural, educational, and social programs of benefit to the 

Associations members and others. 

 

The Award, called the Tan Son Nhut Military Order of the 

Dragon, was so named because the Dragon Symbolizes 

power and excellence, valor and audacity, heroism and 

perseverance, nobility and divinity.   A Dragon defeats all 

obstacles until achieving success.  It is energetic, decisive, 

optimistic, intelligent, and ambitious.  In Vietnam, the 

Dragon is considered the most important and sacred sym-

bol and the universe, the life, the existence, and the 

growth. 

 

Written nominations for the Award, setting forth specific 

justification in support of the nomination, are submitted ei-

ther to the President (for members of the Board) or to the 

Board (for everyone else).  If anyone believes a person is 

worthy and should be nominated for the Award, do not 

hesitate to take action! 

 

This year’s recipients are: 

 

DEAN GARD: 

TSNA Member since 1994.  Actively sought and recruited 

many new members.  Reunion planner and host for the 

2004 Reunion in Bourbonnais, IL.  Donated items to distrib-

ute at our reunions. Faithful reunion attendee 

 

 

CHAPLAIN BOB CHAFFEE: 

TSNA Member since 2004.  Has advised and mentored 

many troops while on active duty and TSNA members.  

Serves on the Association Memorial Bench Committee and 

has served on other committees.  Has written monthly col-

umns in Revetments for several years. 

GARY REDLINSKI 

Life Member of TSNA.  Actively sought and recruited many 

members since joining the Association.  Creates many 

items for sale through our BX/PX for which he donates 

100% of the profits to the association.  Serves on the Me-

morial Committee and helped to design the Memorial 

Bench.  Has donated items to distribute at our reunions.  

Designed and donated the TSNA Banner.  Presently serv-

ing as President of the Graves Registration and Mortuary 

Affairs Reunion Association (grmareunion.webs.com/). 

CHAPLAIN JAMES WARRINGTON: 

TSNA Member since 2000.  Has been involved with the 

Association activities for many years.  Wrote numerous 

Chaplain columns for publication in Revetments in the early 

years of the Association.  Officiated, on a volunteer basis, 

for many funerals held at Arlington National Cemetery.  

While attending the Gettysburg Reunion, he counted bal-

lots and administered the oath of office to the newly elected 

Directors and Officers. (Will be delivered to him at his 

home by TSNA Secretary Dale Bryan)(See Page 10) 
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“Life is so precious.  It’s a true gift from God.” 
 
In just two sentences, Col. James Harding summed it up for the members of the Tan Son Nhut Association at its 2011 
Reunion Banquet in Charlotte, NC, on Saturday evening, Oct. 8.  He was explaining why the American military never 
leaves anyone behind and why he guided the rescue of downed Marine pilot Clyde Smith in Vietnam in 1972.   
 
It was the answer to the question, “Why do you do it?”   
 
Smith was shot down in Laos near the Ho Chi Minh Trail along the Laos-Vietnam-Cambodian border, and Harding di-
rected the air rescue operation to recover the pilot from the jungle and from the clutches of the enemy.  
  
Smith evaded the enemy for four days before Harding’s SAR operation, documented later by the History Channel, was 
able to extract him safely from the jungle and a heavily defended enemy area.   
 
It was one of the most extensive rescue operations in the Vietnam War, and it was successful because of the determina-
tion of the men involved in the rescue and because of the commitment of the resources to get that one airman out of 
harm’s way.  For Harding, it was a “tremendous accomplishment and joy” to get Smith out alive.   
 
For his part in this operation, he was awarded the Air Force's highest award, the Air Force Cross.   
 
To the Vietnam Veterans in the room that night, Harding expressed his concern for the direction he sees our country 
headed.  He reminded the Veterans of what many of us left in Vietnam.  The United States, he said, hasn’t “won” a war 
since World War II, when our nation was truly at war.  Despite our military being involved in many operations since that 
time to help weaker nations from threats of tyranny and aggression, the people of our nation have not been truly im-
mersed in a war as the nation was during the Great War.   
 
To the cadets of the Junior Air Force ROTC program at Independence High School in Charlotte who provided the Color 
Guard for the TSNA Banquet, Harding issued a challenge.  “Do the best you can,” he said.  “Learn as much as you can 
and put it to good use.”   
 
He reminded them of his path in life, first as a farmer, then as a football player at Penn State, and as a pilot in the U.S. 
Air Force.  “There is no limit,” Harding said, “to what you can do.”   
 
Colonel Harding himself was shot down by a SA-7 Surface-To-Air Missile (SAM) while directing a rescue mission in Viet-
nam in 1972. United States Army helicopters rescued him after he successfully evaded North Vietnamese troops and 
killed three of the enemy. While on the ground, Colonel Harding used his survival radio to direct the rescue of his wing-
man, who had also been shot down on the same rescue mission.  

FREEDOM IS NOT FREE 
 A Report on the Keynote address by Jim Harding, Colonel, USAF (Ret) 

TSNA REUNION, OCTOBER 8, 2011 
 

Submitted by Rich Carvell, TSNA Director of Public Relations 
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HOSPITALITY SUITE 

2011 TSNA REUNION PHOTOS 
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MISSING MAN CEREMONY 

MARK SYRKIN MONUMENT OF VALOR 

Thanks to the Csordas Family for performing the Missing 
Man Ceremony. 

CHARLOTTE SCENES 

Photos in this issue courtesy of Rich Carvell, Harlan Hatfield, and Lois Fry 
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BANQUET  

BANQUET COLOR GUARD 
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FROM PRESIDENT EMERTI 

WAYNE SALISBURY 

 

(As read by Rich Carvell at the 2011 

TSNA Banquet) 

 

Good evening everyone. 

 

Because of ill health I have not been 

able to attend the reunions for the 

past few years.  I have missed seeing 

and talking to everyone. 

 

I have met so many fine people 

through TSNA.  some of whom I com-

municate with frequently.  I thank you 

all for your thoughts and prayers. 

 

To all the directors that I have worked 

with during my term as President I 

appreciate all that you did and all you 

continue to do for the Association. 

 

George - congratulations and good 

luck. 

 

Enjoy your dinner and God’s blessings 

to you and your family. 

 

Your most humble servant, 

 

Wayne Salisbury 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 

2011 TSNA REUNION 

 

By TSNA Chaplain Bob Chaffee 

 

As part of the Association dinner at 

the Charlotte Assembly the Chaplain 

conducted a Memorial for TSNA mem-

bers who have passed away during 

the 2011 Association year. 

 

Joseph J. Cartafalsa 

Roy R. "Russ" Hayes 

Dave Santaw 

George B. Pittelkau 

 

Others honored during the Service as 

reported to the Association but not 

active members were: 

Julia Houck, wife of TSNA member                                 

Ross Houck. 

Carl A. Bender   (377 SP Sq.). 

Air Marshal Nguyễn Cao Ky. 

Johnny Wright, author of "Hello Viet-

nam" 1964. 

 

A special Memorial request was made 

for John L. Straley and Bradford A. 

Metoyer, MIA/KIA, US ARMY -1965. 

 

The Service was closed with a Memo-

rial prayer and a prayer for our Nation. 

 

 

In Memoriam 

 

A note received in October: 

 

Dear George 

 

This is to inform you that Ed Noriega 

died on May 8th of this year. 

 

He became ill and they discovered he 

had lung cancer.  He was ill for six 

months.  He didn’t suffer very much 

he died at home a very peaceful 

death. 

 

Sincerely 

 

Bea Noriega 

 

 
CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

 

It’s a dastardly deed (you don’t have 

to read Shakespeare to understand 

that word) a horrible mental exercise 

that happens during the last two 

weeks (or sometimes before) of Octo-

ber, a bombardment of cooking maga-

zines on how to prepare a turkey for 

Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

 

Let’s start with Thanksgiving, after all 

this is the November Revetments.  Do 

you really think that those Pilgrims 

had the option of 20 pound broad 

breasted turkeys?  Have you ever 

eaten a “wild” 1620 type turkey bird?  

NO, NO, NO, not even Southern type 

dressing would make it tender. Alas, 

the deed: “Rachael”, “Cooking Pleas-

ures”, “Southern Living” have you 

bombed us all. (No, we still will read 

how to cook “grits”) 

 

Years ago when we got old enough to 

have an “empty nest” we found a meat 

department that would cut a turkey in 

half for us, ½ Thanksgiving, ½ Christ-

mas.  Sadly they went broke.  We 

have dropped from then to a fat 

chicken, then down to two Rock Cor-

nish game hens. 

 

The deed has done us in!  That is until 

we realize that that bird is only a sym-

bol.  Thanksgiving is not about a very 

full table, it’s not about pumpkin pie; 

it’s not about what vegetable is being 

served.  The meal may take hours to 

prepare, an hour to nibble, but the real 

Thanksgiving comes as we 2 or 4 or 

12 sit down to eat.  The real moment 

is at the times when the chairs are 

being set and heads are bowed. 

 

What do we pray for?  Our loved 

ones, our missing ones who have 

made our gathering possible, Mothers, 

Dads, brothers, sisters, our friends 

and OUR NATION, our fears and our 

gifts, and then those at the table. 

 

You are all blessed:  You don’t have 

this Chaplain at your table; his prayer 

might be very long! 

 

Give Thanks for your Blessings! 

 

End of Sermon 

Chaplain Bob 

 

  MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

   

2012  

 

TAN SON NHUT ASSOCIATION 

 

REUNION 

 

DAYTON, OHIO 

 

OCTOBER 11-14 
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2011 VETERAN’S DAY 
By:  Dale Bryan 
TSNA Secretary 
 
The Tan Son Nhut Association will again go to The Wall on Veteran's Day to place a wreath there to honor those we 
served with and the veterans of all of our conflicts. 
  
Ceremonies begin with marching the wreaths of many veteran organizations to the staging area before The Wall.  Next 
follow the honorariums and addresses.  Highlight will be your fellow TSNA members placing our wreath before the pol-
ished black slabs. 

Chaplain James Warrington, receiving his Tan Son Nhut Military 
Order of the Dragon award from Dale Bryan, Secretary of TSNA. 

Tan Son Nhut Association 
P. O. Box 236 
Penryn PA 17564 

TSNA and its officers, directors, employees and agents do not make any guarantees of any kind about the content, accuracy, or 
timeliness of information in the TSNA newsletter, Revetments. The use of information from this newsletter is strictly voluntary and at 
the user’s sole risk.  TSNA shall not be liable for any damages of any kind related to the information in this newsletter. The opinions 
expressed in the newsletter are those of the authors and do not constitute the opinion or policy of TSNA. 

 Revetments is an official publication of the  
 Tan Son Nhut Association, Inc. 
 P.O. Box 236, Penryn, PA 17564-0236 
 The Association is a 501(c)(19) tax exempt veterans’    
 Organization incorporated in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
 

 President: George Plunkett 
 Vice President:  
 Secretary: Dale Bryan 
 Treasurer: Carol Bessette 
 Director of Communications/Webmaster: Charles Penley 
 Director of Marketing: Johnnie Jernigan 
 Director of Public Relations: Richard Carvell 
 Director of Veteran and Member Services:  Hector Leyva 
 Director of Membership: Larry E. Fry 
 Co-Director of Membership Development: Bill Coup    
 Co-Director of Membership Development: Kerry Nivens 
 Revetments Editor: Larry E. Fry 
 Chaplains: Rev. Dr. James M. Warrington,                             
    Rev. Dr. Billy T. Lowe; and Rev. Bob A. Chaffee 
 Co-Founders/Presidents Emeriti: Don Parker and  
   John Peele  
 President Emeriti: Wayne Salisbury 
 President Emeritus:  Robert Robinson Gales 

 Web Site: www.tsna.org 
 
 Annual Membership: $20.00 
 Five Year Membership: $80.00 
 Life Membership: $180.00 


