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FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

 

We are on countdown to our TSNA Reunion. I am coloring in my FIGMO calendar. 

 

Hope you all have your reservations in at the hotel and signed and sent in your form to Larry. 

 

We have a very full agenda.  Lot’s going on in Huntsville. The planning has been ongoing this past year to have a great 

reunion. 

 

Speakers, tours and everything else is a go. Come and enjoy another great reunion with TSNA. 

 

The wife and I will be arriving in Huntsville on September 18th and getting with Kerry, our boots on the ground to finalize 

everything. 

 

Be safe in your travels and looking to see everyone there. 

 

Randall W. Brown 

President 

THE COLE FACTS 

 

By: Richard M. Cole 

Det 1, 374th Tactical Airlift Wing 

May 72 - Oct 72 

 

l first went to Tan Son Nhut in May 1972 with the C-130 aircraft and crews from my unit-the 61st Tactical Air Squadron. 

We were deployed under CONSTANT GUARD IV to boost the availability of C-130 airlift in Vietnam. 

 

As you may recall, by the spring of 1972, most Americans thought the war in Vietnam was over. President Nixon had 

made good on his promise to withdraw American combat troops from South Vietnam. The withdrawals had all but con-

cluded, and only a handful of American ground units remained and air units had been considerably downsized.  

 

In April 1972, NVA troops poured into South Vietnam’s Tay Ninh province from Cambodia. The heavily-armed NVA troops 

rolled through a succession of towns, following Highway 13, hoping to go all the way to Saigon. Though the Army of the 

Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) fought weIl, they were outnumbered and outgunned. By April 17, the NVA troops had 

reached An Loc and our birds were brought to both Ching Chuan Kang AB, Taiwan, and to TSN to boIster in-country airlift 

- especially to ARVN forces at both An Loc and to Kontum. 

 

While I was TDY to TSN, l was billeted in the hooch for Detachment 14 of the 38th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 

Squadron - the local base rescue unit at TSN. I began looking for ways I could assist at the Rescue Det., rather than go 

back to CCK.  
 

Not long before my arrival at TSN, the Rescue Detachment began using regular medics on the HH-43F helicopters that 

they operated rather than use paramedics, known as PJ’s. One of the noncommissioned officers in the unit offered to train 

me so that I couId fly rescue missions on the HH- 43s. This would permit me to get my monthIy flying hour requirements 

met to allow me to continue drawing my monthly flight pay of 55-something I wasn’t getting to do at CCK. When I wasn’t 

busy doing training at the Rescue Detachment at TSN, I was volunteering to go out into the local towns and villages and 

provide medical care to the villagers. On one such outing, a Chaplain who accompanied us took my photo working on 

some of the kids. He offered to send them to me and asked for an address where he should mail them after l explained 

that l was there TDY. I gave him my home address and, true to his word, he mailed them to my home in the States. My 

wife was quite surprised to receive them, but was quite concerned about what she thought were bandages around my 
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wrists in the pictures. She sent me a letter asking what happened. As it turned out, what she was seeing was part of the 

rubber gloves I was wearing on my hands as l tended to the wounds of villagers. 

 

I did manage to puII ground aIert at the Detachment several times and flew a half-dozen missions before being sum-

moned to retum to CCK. By the time  I left TSN, I had been there about 90 days. I ended up returning to the States during 

the second week of September. I managed to be gone more than 179 days, forcing the Air Force to give me credit for 

compIeting an unaccompanied short tour. We ended up coming home the same way we went over. It seemed like the trip 

took a month rather than four days. 

 

Once l got home, I was determined not to go back and l began looking for a job I could cross train into. It so happened 

that the 308th Strategic Missile Wing had an opening for a wing historian. Since I enjoyed writing, l appIied, and was sub-

sequently selected, for retraining into the field. 

 

Just the same, l did end up back in Vietnam. I went back in on April 29, 1975, and came out on the last U.S. fixed-wing 

aircraft to leave Vietnam before it fell to the North Vietnamese Army. I was on the last U.S. C-130 out of Saigon before the 

city fell to the forces of the Communist North. I was sent in as part of Operation Frequent Wind as a member of the 374th 

Tactical Air Wing to assist in documenting the participation of our crews and to carry out as many documents as I couId. 

 

We left home at CIark AB in the Philippines at ‘′0 dark 30’’as a flight of three aircraft and arrived at Tan Son Nhut AB be-

tween O300 and O330. Capt. Art MalIano was the aircraft commander of aircraft One. I was aboard aircraft two, C-130E, 

commanded by Capt. Greg Chase. The third aircraft was commanded by Capt. Larry Wessel. Ali three aircraft carried 

high expIosives (BLU-82, 15,000 pound bombs nicknamed ′′Daisy Cutters’’ for making helicopter landing areas in dense 

jungle. We had to unload the bombs in the ordnance storage area north of the Tan Son Nhut runways. Once we off-

loaded the bombs, We taxied to the area near the passenger terminal to begin on-Ioading evacuees and the whole sky lit 

up.  

 

At O358, Capt. Mallano’s aircraft was Ioading with passengers and getting ready to depart when rockets and mortars be-

gan hitting the field with accuracy. They were not just firing to scare us. They immediately hit a fuel truck, they hit the con-

troI tower, and they hit the last of the three airplanes (#72-1297) as the aircraft I was aboard taxied toward the passenger 

terminal. We waited just long enough for Capt. WesseI and his crew to jump on, and Capt. Chase decided it was time to    

“didi.’’  

 

We took off right behind Capt. MaIlano, never loading passengers other than Capt. WesseI’s crew. We went to military 

power and took off, with the rockets hitting right behind us, right in front of us, right on the sides. We ended up being the 

last American fixed-Wing aircraft out of Tan Son Nhut. All of the rest of the evacuation was done by Air Force, Marine and 

Air America helicopters. 

 

At almost the same moment as the attack on Tan Son Nhut, another salvo of rockets landed in the Defense Attache Office 

complex. One of the first rounds killed two young Marines on guard outside: Lance Cpl. Darwin Judge of Marshalltown, 

Iowa, and CpI. Charles McMahon, Jr., of Woburn, Massachusetts, the last American casualties in Vietnam. 

 

After Ieaving Tan Son Nhut, we flew to U-Tapao Thai Naval Air Base in Thailand. I witnessed  numerous Vietnamese Air 

Force aircraft arriving at U-T after our arrival. Whole families crammed into small airplanes. Lots of C-130s, C-119s, O-1s, 

OA-37s, A-1s and C-47s. It was a crazy day! 

 

I remained at U-T with my wing commander, then Col. James I. “The Bagger” Baginski while our folks also participated in 

the recovery of the crew of the SS Mayaguez a few days later. The Bagger passed away in late 2013. He retired as a two-

Star. 

 

My participation in Operation EagIe Pull, the United States military evacuation by air of Phnom Penh, Cambodia, on 12 

April 1975, Frequent Wind on 30 April, and the recovery of the SS Mayaguez led to The Bagger recommending me for my 

commissioning program. 

 

We began flying 20 sorties a day pulling people out of South Vietnam a week before Saigon fell, taking them to Clark AB 

in the Phillipines where our unit was based. By the time all was said and done, we assisted in getting 50,493 people out of 

Tan Son Nhut, often with more than 25O people on a C-130 at a time! 

 



 

REVETMENTS                                                                        3                                                                              JUNE 2016 

                             OPEN TO ALL INTERESTED IN THE HISTORY AND LEGACY OF TAN SON NHUT AND THE VIETNAM CONFLICT 
  

                             Four Points by Sheraton Huntsville Airport, Huntsville, AL September 22 - 25, 2016 
  
           NAME___________________________________________BRANCH OF SERVICE_______________ 
  
             ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________________ 
  
             __________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
             PHONE______________________________________EMAIL________________________________ 
  
             NAME OF YOUR GUEST(S): __________________________________________________________ 
  
             PLEASE LIST ANY SPECIAL NEEDS:___________________________________________________ 

  REGISTRATION FEES  
NUMBER OF PERSONS ATTENDING________X $75. =_________ 

PRE-ORDER VIDEO OF 2016 REUNION____X$15.=_____ 
  

PAYMENT to TSNA MUST BE MAILED NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 6, 2016. 
  

PLEASE MAKE PAYMENTS PAYABLE TO THE “TAN SON NHUT ASSOCIATION” AND MAIL TO:  
  

TAN SON NHUT ASSOCIATION                                        
P. O. Box 236                                                                       
Penryn, PA 17564-0236 
 
              Reunion begins Thursday, 9-22-2016                            Reunion ends Sunday, 9-25-2016  

                                                         ACTIVITIES (NO EXTRA COST)   

Please check the Master Schedule for the timings of the following!! 
  

Access to the TSNA Hospitality Suite  (drinks, snacks, and war stories!)  ($10. daily if purchased separately.) 
  

TSNA Friday Banquet Buffet Dinner. ($30. if purchased separately.) 
(Please circle which activities that you are paying for separately, if you are not paying the full fee.) 
  

Friday morning tour of Redstone Arsenal and Huntsville/Madison County Veterans Memorial.  
  

     (Please indicate how many people will be taking this tour) =_________. 
  

Saturday morning Memorial Bench Dedication ceremony and tour of the U. S. Veterans Memorial Museum. 
  

     (Please indicate how many people will be taking this tour) =_________. 
  

      HOTEL RESERVATION INFORMATION 
  

Room rate has been group discounted to $103.00 per night, including tax.  This rate will be honored up to three 
days prior to and two days following the reunion.  Hotel reservations must be made no later than September 14, 
2016 to receive this special rate.  Two breakfast coupons are included in the guest room rate, for a hot breakfast. 
 
Here are links for you to access the site to learn more about the event and to book, modify, or cancel a reservation. Hold 
on your CTRL button, then click your mouse button: 

Tan Son Nhut (OR copy and paste the following link into a web browser): 
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1602029501&key=D93685F.   
  
(Editor’s Note:  DO NOT type in the words “Tan Son Nhut” into a web browser - you won’t get what you want.  
JUST CLICK on the wording Tan Son Nhut above, or the web address given.  Either one will take you to the same 
place.) 
  

  

                            Other hotel amenities include free parking and free Wi-Fi.              
 
 
                         Our Honored Guest Speaker is Colonel John Reitzell, U. S. Army Retired. 
4/14/16 Rev. 

       Tan Son Nhut Association 2016 Reunion Registration 
FINAL CALL!! 

https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1602029501&key=D93685F
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1602029501&key=D93685F
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FROM THE EDITOR 

 

OCTOBER REVETMENTS 

 

The October issue of Revetments will also be the Reunion 

2016 review issue. 

 

And since I will only be arriving at home on the 28th or 

29th, the October issue is NOT going to be available on the 

1st of October. 

 
 

ATTENTION REUNION ATTENDEES 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have any allergies, “intolerances” or handicaps?? 

If you do, and did not note them on your Reunion Registra-

tion, please get in touch with me to be sure your infor-

mation gets passed on to the Hotel and Reunion Staff. 

Larry Fry  Email:  lfry2@dejazzd.com. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR SPECIAL AMERICAN WIDOW PROJECT  
 BANQUET GUEST 

 
CAYSSIA DAVID    

Spc. Steven Givens and Cayssia David were married on 

January 13, 2005. They met through a shared love of mu-

sic. They have one 13 year old son named Blake. Steven 

was a proud soldier that felt honor and dedication while 

serving his country. Steven was an Iraq war veteran that 

had been deployed two times before his last deployment in 

2005. Steven was killed in Balad, Iraq on May 8, 2005. 

When he was deployed, Steven would often ask others to 

send snack and other fun items for the children he would 

encounter on a daily basis. Steven's love extended from 

his family to serving in the military. Cayssia, now resides in 

Phenix City, Al with their son. 

 

 

 

 

 

RECORDING OUR STORIES 

 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON SEPTEMBER 24, 2016 

 

Following the book presentation by Author David Carney at 

2 PM on Saturday, we will have a new activity to take part 

in. Below is information I received from the originator of this 

activity. 

 

My name is Jim Bettencourt and I am the commander of 

the Army Materiel Command Band. We met Kerry Nivens 

on a recent trip. He was our bus driver and he spoke to us 

about the Vietnam group and your upcoming reunion. I be-

lieve capturing the stories and experiences of veterans is 

an important part of history. We would like to record as 

many interviews as there are those willing to speak. From 

there, we will put it in a "Ken Burns" type documentary and 

share with all. We are all active duty Army and are in no 

way looking to profit or bring discredit, only to honor those 

who served. 

 

I was an Army brat, born in New Bedford, MA. My father 

was an Army combat medic (Vietnam 1969-1970). I joined 

the Army as enlisted Soldier and attained rank of E6, then 

became a warrant officer in 2006, currently CW3. My as-

signments have included, Ft Jackson (SC), Ft McPherson 

(GA), Little Creek Naval Base (VA), Ft Gordon (GA), 1st 

Armored Division, Wiesbaden Germany, Heidelberg Ger-

many, U.S. Military Academy at West Point (NY), and cur-

rently Redstone Arsenal (AL). I deployed to Iraq for 12 

months as commander of the 1st Armored Division Band 

2009-2010. 

 

If anyone wants to bring photos or other documents from 

their time in service, we can scan and include it in the vid-

eo. Those mementos make great enhancements to the 

stories. We are truly honored to help preserve the legacy of 

the American service member. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READY, SET, RECORD! 

mailto:lfry2@dejazzd.com.
http://americanwidowproject.org/
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FOUR POINTS BY SHERATON 

 (REGARDING BREAKFAST) 

 

Tan Son Nhut Reunion attendees will be receiving a Com-

plimentary Breakfast Coupon for each person in each 

room, and for each day. 

 

When asked about what this covers, since the hotel also 

has a “Regular” restaurant style breakfast menu, the an-

swer I received was: 

 

“The breakfast coupon covers our breakfast buffet. Not 

sure what your options will be at that time, but I can 

tell you it will cover eggs, bacon, waffle, and more hot 

items along with cereal, pastries, toast, fruit, yogurt, 

juice, milk, etc. .” 

 

Yum Yum!!  Just thought you would like to know this. 

 

Larry 

BENCH DEDICATION 

Saturday Morning, September 24, 2016 

 

Captain Mike Izzo of the Huntsville Police Department will 

be one of our guest speakers at the dedication of our 

bench. He is also a Lt. Colonel in the Alabama National 

Guard. 

 

He started his military career as an enlisted troop in the 

Marines in July of 1983, went to boot camp Parris Island. 

He was Honorably discharged in 1987 and stayed in the 

Marines Reserves and received another Honorable dis-

charge as a Lance Corporal. 

 

In 1993 he joined the Alabama National Guard and went to 

OCS, He is expecting to be promoted to Colonel at any 

time. He was deployed to Baghdad, Iraq in 2006. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chaplain’s Corner September 2016 

 

Each year as we come close to the gathering of the “clan” 

of TSNA this Chaplain seeks words to pass on in the 

“Revetments”.  The fact is we gather together as part of our 

time in “Vietnam”.  How about those words of historian An-

gelou: “History despite its’ dread of pain cannot be unlived, 

but faced with courage need not be lived again.” 

 

A major newspaper issue had a lengthy survey on “The 

Gathering of Organizations, School Classmates and Asso-

ciations” that continue on for many years to share.  Schools 

call these reunions, as does organizations like ours.  The 

American Legion has one that comes from WWI, it’s “40 

and eight”.  That title, so I have been told, comes from rail-

road cars containing 40 GI’s and 8 mules.  Lucky us!  No 

mules and those type of RR cars. 

 

This month’s Chaplains Corner is short for the Revetments 

will be carrying info about the TSNA gathering in a few 

days at Huntsville. 

 

The “Corner” words of wisdom are not mine but those of 

the great poet Ralph Waldo Emerson.  “The glory of friend-

ship is not the outstretched hand, not the kindly smile, nor 

the joy of companionship; it is the spiritual inspiration that 

comes to one when you discover that someone else be-

lieves in you and is willing to trust you with a friendship.” 

 

His words ring out as we gather our friends in TSNA and 

read the prayerful words found in John 15:13-15.  Yes, the 

text has been suggested before but this year has some 

very special thoughts and deep reasoning! 

 

May I close with words from, of all people, Marilyn Monroe:  

“Learn that you got great friends, don’t forget that and they 

will always care for you NO MATTER WHAT!” 

 

Yes!  End of Sermon:  (I’ll miss being with you all at Hunts-

ville.) 

 

Chaplain Bob Chaffee 

 

 

 

Your mind is a garden, your thoughts are the seeds. 

 
You can grow flowers or you can grow weeds.   

 
Don’t forget to water it! 



 

REVETMENTS                                                                        6                                                                              JUNE 2016 

TAN SON NHUT ASSOCIATION 
          

2016 REUNION 

          

September 22 - 25, 2016 

          

Four Points by Sheraton Huntsville Airport, Huntsville, AL 

          

 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

          

LOCATION  DAY  TIME   EVENT   

Grand Salon  Wednesday Noon  Hospitality Suite & Registration Opens 

          

Grand Salon  Thursday  9AM  Hospitality Suite & Registration Opens 

          

Front of Hotel  Friday  TBD  Buses leave for tour of Redstone Arsenal 

          

Grand Salon  Friday  9AM  Hospitality Suite & Registration Opens 

          

Front of Hotel  Friday  NOON  Buses return to hotel from Redstone Arsenal 

          

Executive Salon  Friday  6PM  Cash Bar Opens & Seating is Available 

   Friday  6:40PM             Leave for Airport Area for Group Photo 

Executive Salon  Friday  7PM  Banquet Begins   

          

(A SEPARATE SCHEDULE FOR THE BANQUET WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE BANQUET) 

          

Front of Hotel  Saturday  TBD  Buses leave for Bench Dedication and tour of 

         U. S. Veterans Memorial Museum 

          

Grand Salon  Saturday  9AM  Hospitality Suite Opens  

           

U.S.Vet. Mem. Museum Saturday After Bench Dedication Buses leave for tour of Huntsville/Madison 

         County Veterans Memorial  

          

Front of Hotel   Saturday  NOON +/-  Buses return from above activities 

          

Grand Salon  Saturday  2PM  Book Signing By David Carney  

          

Grand Salon  Saturday  3PM  Interviews for TSNA Veterans Project 

        CW3 James Bettencourt  

          

Board Room  Saturday  5PM  Board Meeting   

          

Grand Salon  Saturday  8PM  General Business Meeting  

          

Executive Salon  Sunday  7AM to 9AM Farewell Breakfast Buffet  

          

9/2/2016          
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WILLIAM (BILL) COUP 

 

On August 1, 2016, the Tan Son Nhut Association, and many other folks, lost a great friend, co-worker, fellow airman, and 

many other descriptions I am sure you can fill in personally. 

 

Bill never missed a TSNA reunion.  President at that time, George Plunkett even had a phone line hooked up in Chatta-

nooga, to Bill’s home in South Carolina, so that Bill could “attend” the Board Meeting, of which he was a member. 

 

Bill served as Co-Director of Membership Development, using his low-key methods of corresponding with TSNA members 

who had not renewed their memberships.  It was my pleasure to be working with Bill on this since October, 2011. 

 

Out of a multitude of pictures in my files where Bill was a part of, I have included what I feel are the best. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        2011 Reunion in Charlotte, NC              Talking with the late Benny Goodman      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          At the Memorial Bench Dedication, National Museum of the U. S. Air Force, October, 2013 

 

WELCOME HOME, BILL 

 

Dear family and friends of William A. Coup (Bill); 

 

This is Larry Coup, Bill’s brother, with information about his internment. 

 

Bill will be buried on September 29, 2016 at 10:00 AM at Arlington National Cemetery, 1 Memorial Drive, Arlington Virginia 

22211. 

 

All who wish to attend the service must be assembled at the Arlington National Cemetery Administration Building by 9:30 

AM, 30 minutes prior to the service. You will enter the Arlington National Cemetery at the main gate where you will be 

stopped to check I.D. and given directions to the Administration Building. Please allow adequate time to ensure arrival at 

the administration building on time. 

 

It is our great honor that we fulfill Bill’s wish to be interred at Arlington National Cemetery. We look forward to seeing fami-

ly and friends and meeting those of you who will join us for this ceremony. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Larry Coup  

Meeting Reunion Speaker 
Wolf Samuel, 2014 Reunion  
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Tan Son Nhut Association 
P. O. Box 236 
Penryn PA 17564 

 Revetments is an official publication of the  
 Tan Son Nhut Association, Inc. 
 P.O. Box 236, Penryn, PA 17564-0236 
 The Association is a 501(c)(19) tax exempt Veterans’    
 Organization incorporated in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
 
 President: Randall W. Brown 
 Vice President & Director of Public Relations:  Richard Carvell   
 Secretary: Dale Bryan 
 Treasurer: Carol Bessette 
 Director of Communications: Gary Fields 
 Director of Marketing: Johnnie Jernigan 
 Director of Veteran Services:  Joe Kricho 
 Director of Membership: Larry E. Fry 
 Director at Large Pro Tem:  Andy Csordas  
 Co-Director of Membership Development: Bill Coup    
 Co-Director of Membership Development: Kerry Nivens 
 Revetments Editor: Larry E. Fry 
 Chaplains: Rev. Dr. James M. Warrington,                             
    Rev. Dr. Billy T. Lowe; and Rev. Bob A. Chaffee 
 Presidents Emeriti:  
   Don Parker, (1947-2014), Co-Founder and President 1996-2002 
   John Peele,  Co-Founder and President 2002-2004 
   Wayne Salisbury, (1940-2014), President 2004-2007  
   Robert Robinson Gales, President 2007-2011 
   George Plunkett, President 2011-2015 
 Web Master: Charles E. Penley 
 Web Site: www.tsna.org 
 Annual Membership: $20.00 
 Five Year Membership: $80.00 
 Life Membership: $180.00 

Michael H. McGann Verona PA mmcgann@outlook.com Jan 69 - Dec 69 7thAF-DXI-RadioTapeDiv.-Combat News 

Richard M. Cole Fairfax VA dickcole1853@verizon.net May 72 - Oct 72 Det 1, 374th Tactical Airlift Wing 

Lance L. Edmisten Modesto CA theotherlance@sbcglobal.net Jul 68 - Jul 69 8th Aerial Port Squadron 

Paul Battersby Broomall PA pabatts01@gmail.com Feb 67 - Oct 67 3rd CS Det. attached to 58th Trans Bn 

Anthony W. Graf San Angelo TX agraf213@aol.com Sep 64 - Sep 65 33rd Tactical Support, then 6250th CSG 

Stephen Hesse Hartford CT steve.hesse@att.net Jul 67 - Jul 68 OL 1508 

NEW MEMBERS 

Photo Courtesy of Mike Sirrine, Army 507th  
Transportation Grp. Nov 66 - Jun 68 

IN MEMORIAM 

MSgt Ed Zehringer Schertz TX 67 360th TEWS 

MSgt William A. Coup Hopkins SC 65-66 460 TRW  

Mr. Andy McCaffrey Hartford City IN  67-68 Army Artillery 


