U.S.-Bound Gls Are Victims

VC Rocket Hits Tan Son Nhut
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L8 1 nan vullm on guard oulside lh(' contral

towcer at .Sal;.lm s Tan Sen Nhut airport. The tower was hit hy a
recket Sunday morning hut was not put out of action.

(AP Radiophoto)

Cempilad From AP ond UPS
and S&S Vietwam Bureau

SAIGON — The Viet
Cong rockefed the civ-
ilian puassenger termi-
nal af Saigon’s Tan
Son Nhut International

Airport early Monday.

Most of - the attack’s
victims were American sol-
diers awaiting flights to
the United~ States after
completing their tours in
the war zone.

Military spokesmen reported
one American was killed and 21
others injured by the powerful
vockel which slammed through
the roof of the building.

Thcre were casu.;lllu; among
i ol dre girport dut it
w .n not immediately known how
many,

The  rocket, a Russian-de-
sizned ¥22mm missile, stamnsed
infe the two.story structure at
G:0% aan. I was one of nine
rousids that Communist gunmers
hleld inta the base through the
night,

There was na roport of dam-.
age from the other rockets but
a U8, spokesman said one (.8,
alrinan was wounded,

The new rocket attack fol.
lowed an attack Sunday on at
least 47 major targets hvough-
ont South Vietnnm. lln\n-u-:, in
conlrast to the Communist Jugur
hew year offenstve, most of fhe
attacks were with mortars and
rockets,

Y

The most serfous graund ats

tack appearcd 19 be at Phan
Thiel, a coastal city W miles
vast of Saigon, where Viet Cong
(Continged on Back Page, Col. 1)



Rocket Hits Sa
ir Passenger Terminal

(Continued Frem Puge 1)
overran the prison and provin-
cizl hospital and took control of
about a fifth of the city,

Over 508 priconers weve re-
feaced from the Phan Thict
prison ky the Reds, but accord-
ire to U.S, officials many of the
released prisoners had
captured or shot, The prison
was reiaken by povernment
troops later in the day but last
repurts said fighting was  still
- ‘going vn in the citly. .
Eisewhere, the I Corps tacti-

been re--

cal zone — northernmost South
Yietnam--which most U.5. offi-
cials Felt would be the main ob.
jective of the gecond wave of
Red attacks, reported only two
significant Communist actions.
The hardest. hit of the corps
arcas was U1 Corps, the tactical
zone around Saigon, The Reds
launched 22 major altacks in the
provinces surroveding the eapi-
ta! city and in the city iself.
Here is a rundown ¢n maler
3t!.acks in the Saigon area Sun-
ay: :
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Saigon—Fifteen mortar rounds
feil into the municipal police
compound in the center of Sai.-
gon, killing scven policemen and
wounding thirty-four, Vietnam-
ese t{roops. fought twa  gvound
engagemanis near the city. They
=xeported killing 106 guerrillas
ncar_the Quang Trunz training
center northwest of the capital
and 80 at the Binh Loi bridze in
Saizon's northeastern suburbs,

Tan Son Nhut Airfield—About
100 mortar and 122mm rocket
rounds desiroyed four afrcraft,
damaged others, killed twe 115,
servicetten and wnunded 84,
The base chapel was destroyed
by a direct rocket hit. A control
tower, a hanzar and scveral
other buildings alse were dam-
aged. Two rounds hit ene of the
runways, but the damage was
quickly repaired and the run-
way reopesed. “Pentagon East,”
the U.8. military headquarters

- for Gen, William C. Westmore-
land, was brackceled by encmy
shells, At noon, three more
rocket  rounds fcll into  the
sprawling base and a fourth one
came whizzing in at 3:30 p.m.

Bien Hoa Air Base—One air-
cralt was destroyed and others
wovn damaned by o bhaeeaen of
25 big 122Zmm rockets and 21
martar rounds on the busc 13
miles north of Saigon.

Cat Lai—The Virt Cong used
morlars, bazookia-type rockets
amd fivavy yround fe in oan at-
fack on the ammunition off-
Inading dock seven miles cast of
Baigon, Several fires were
started but no ammunilion ex-

~ ploded. The 88§ Explarer, a mbli-

tary tramsport, took several
moriar rounds apd susiained
minor structural damnyge. Nine.
teen merchanl  seamen were
wounded.

“While the *'sceond witve™ sl
tacks were a5 widespeead as the
Communists® blevest  offensive
of ‘the war during the funar
pew year dan, edi Ly were
not as severe ghd  sustained,
The f[irst offensive senl 40,000
Viel Cang tioops ufo the strevls
of 35 major South Vietnamose
ciifes, and they held out in wmiany
of them for days.

The headguarters  of  Gen,
Westmorelend said in a com-
mupique: *This second Comemu-
nist offensive appeared 10 he
enemy retaliation for the failuse
of the Viethamoese people to
rally tn thelr eavco doring the
recent Tet lunar new year ofl-
ensive."”

The 1S, commuamd <iid that
10 firine positions woere found
northwesl of lhe Tan Son Nhut
Air Base Sunday morming, How-
cver, the Comnmunists fired four
more 122min rocket rounds into
the air base during the afters
noon,



Tan Son Nhut
Tratfic Light

SAIGON (AP) — Cammercial
air traffic at Saigon's Tan Son
Nhut airfield was on-again, off-
again Sunday following the
Communist martar and rocket
attaclk, .

An east bound jet from Air
France landed at 2:30 p.m..and
departed, a U.S. spokesman
said, and Abr Vietnamm planned
to resume its scheduled flights.
'The runways had been closed to
evervthing except military op-
erations flights up until noomn,
The base was hit again during
the noon hour by three rockets
and by a fourth rocket at 3:30
p.m,

The word seemed to be that
if the commercial airlines want-
ed to take a chance and land,
they -could. Many lines, how-
ever, canceled their flighfs into
Saigon. or bypassed the city.
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