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Diogs Monumment Tne. campalgns to
brxild & memorial o military dogs, its
miembers want to grow the padk.
“We're really looking for some of the Rdipwe
whi have been in Eoasvo or Trag or Afghantatan who w.rnbld
Lk to bestrme invalbed with as" said Alan Driseoll, the
group’s treasarer, who served as a dop handler in Vietnam.
Within the rest few years, the srganization bopes to con-
struct a boonze statue at Fort Belvodr, Vi featuring breeds
thee i litsry has foered sines World War I including a Ger-
man ghephend, Labrador re-

Group hopes: e fbemas gt
to honor 2 Dok e e g, il
canines and e he it

. The project, eatimated to
their handlers et vetween $3 mition en
%5 million, was part of the
2008 Defense Authorization Act. Driscoll said his group haa
about 150,000 on hand and i3 essking corporate sponsors,
The idea, Dirizcoll said, “became very important to the Viet-
nuarn war handlers because their dogs are all elassified a8
-eqmpment Whien we laft, all those dogs were d-?a't.!’ﬁj'eﬂ 3

Abnut-tﬂﬂﬂdngaseﬂed&uﬂngﬁm Diriscoll aaid.
Of those, fewer than 200 came bace he sabd.

Under legislation passed in 2000 retived military dogs |
are required to be pat ap for adoption.

The number of dogs that have served m Irnsg and
Afghanistan in't publicly avaalahle, sccording to officials

with the Defenes af's Military Workdng Diog Pro-
gram ai Lackland Atr Foree Bage, Texas, But, officials esid
aboat 1,750 doga serve in the program worldwide, Many as- |
aiat troops with security patrle and explosives detection. . |

Ay Bgt. 1t Class Eugene Sielapeald, who served as a
dog handler in Irag in 2003-04, waeloomed the ides.

“I Emwrw some people will eay, They're just an animal,’”
he said, “That deesn work with dogs becanse they're sur
partners sl companiona, He's doing a job just like any
other troop because he's saving lives,”

For more infermation on how to get involved, visit
Ritpelfcine nevdinorg or eomtact Alan Diriseoll At
ribfiEcomeast. net.
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