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Tom Norris Banquet Speech 

October 9, 2010 

 

By:  Rich Carvell 

TSNA Director of Publications 

 

 “We do what we do and do 

not expect anything for it.”  Tom Nor-

ris, speaking at the annual Tan Son 

Nhut Reunion Oct. 9, 2010, in San 

Antonio, TX. 

 The Vietnam War Medal of 

Honor recipient expressed humility 

and thanks for being able to speak to 

a room full of Vietnam Veterans at the 

TSNA event and to tell Veterans 

about the incident in Vietnam that 

resulted in award of the MOH to Nor-

ris.  He and a Vietnamese SEAL, 

Nguyen Van Kiet, rescued two 

downed American airmen.  Kiet also 

was present at the Reunion.  The res-

cue is said to be the biggest and most 

costly in U.S. military history.   

 Kiet later took the platform to 

thank the Veterans who answered the 

call to protect the South Vietnamese 

against the Communist North.   

“Thank you,” Kiet said, “all of 

you.” 

 Earlier in the day Norris had 

been on a panel that discussed the 

operation, known as the “Rescue of 

Bat 21.”  So, for the banquet, he said 

he was trying to come up with an al-

ternative speech because many had 

already heard what he‟d done in Viet-

nam.   

 He decided to open it up for 

questions.   

 Norris reflected on a trip the 

previous day to Lackland Air Force 

Base and a visit with young Airmen 

preparing for careers in the service.   

 “It‟s not often that we get to 

express our thanks to those who keep 

us safe,” he said.  He called them 

“fine young men and women who will 

be our future.”  He said, “It was a joy 

to talk with them.”   

 After he was medically retired 

from the Navy, Norris said he joined 

the FBI and served as an Agent for 

20 years after being granted a waiver 

on physical requirements by the FBI 

director.  Norris said he first worked 

on “reactive” crimes like robbery, then 

on a number of drug cases.  But he 

spent most of his FBI time in under-

cover work.   

 In answer to a question, Nor-

ris said he has had no contact with 

Gene Hambleton, one of the Airmen 

whose life he saved on that mission 

behind enemy lines in April 1972.  But 

he said he has met several times with 

Mark Clark, a FAC pilot who was shot 

down in the rescue attempt for Ham-

bleton.  Clark, he said, is very re-

served when it comes to talking about 

his time behind enemy lines after he 

was shot down.   

 Norris teased the banquet 

audience by referring several times to 

his “Ford tractor” until someone finally 

asked him about it.  Norris said he 

lives on a 200-acre horse farm in 

Idaho and driving his Ford tractor, 

“makes me happy,” he said.  But, he 

admitted, it needs some work.  He 

said he is down to three dogs and 

four horses at the ranch.   

 Rising to a Bob Laymon 

“point of order,” the TSNA Historian 

pointed out that Norris and TSNA 

member John Peele had been high 

school classmates.  Norris said he 

“loved high school.”  He is a 1962 

graduate of Montgomery Blair High 

School in Silver Spring, MD, and was 

inducted into his high school‟s “Hall of 

Honor” in 2009, along with Carl Bern-

stein, Ben Stein, Connie Chung, 

Goldie Hawn, and a few other nota-

bles.  Norris was originally scheduled 

to be the 2009 TSNA Reunion 

speaker at Pigeon forge, TN, but ar-

ranged for his friend Michael Thorn-

ton, MOH recipient, to take his place 

when Norris was inducted into his 

high school hall of fame on the same 

day as the TSNA banquet.   

 I‟d say those “notables” are 

particularly lucky to have Tom Norris 

as a Blazer classmate. 

 
      A Memorial to the American Experience in Vietnam 
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TSNA Reunion 2010 

 

By:  Harlan N. Hatfield 

460th AEMS (PMEL) 

Jan 67—Jan 68 

 

 Returning from San Antonio 

Texas arriving home at about 0100 

finally got to bed and gave my feet a 

rest.   It was an outstanding reunion in 

my opinion.  The people who put this 

together deserve a big congratulation.  

Thanks a heap guys and gals. 

 This was my third TSNA reun-

ion, the others being Dayton OH 2007, 

and Pigeon Forge TN 2009.  Arriving 

on Friday we checked in and immedi-

ately found our way to the hospitality 

suite.  I knew quite a few people from 

the two past reunions so did get in a 

bit of talking.  (Smile).   In the evening 

we did the River Walk barge ride, 

which was a nice experience with a 

great guide/operator.  However we go 

to bed early on Friday as we had been 

on the move since O‟Dark30 in the 

morning. 

 Saturday after breakfast we 

met the bus to Lackland. Since the 

last time I saw Lackland had been 

about 51 years and two weeks before, 

when I left to finish my basic at Low-

ery AFB Denver Colorado. I was 

amazed at how much it had changed.  

I think I did find my old barracks 

though, the one behind the Museum. 

It looked the same at least. 

 We were guests of the Wing 

commander and had VIP seating to 

view the graduation.  It was an amaz-

ing sight, or at least to me.  I did no-

tice several differences from my basic 

graduation.  One being many had one 

or two stripes, I only remember about 

two in my flight.  The other thing was 2 

- 3 - or 4 ribbons.  After graduation we 

went to the museum and then had 

lunch with some of the troops who 

were about to graduate in a week or 

so.  Fine young people they are too. 

 The Presentation of the Res-

cue of BAT 21 was fantastic, learning 

the movie and book did not really tell 

the story, as usual.  It was such an 

honor to meet Thomas R. Norris, LT, 

USNR (Ret) and Nguyen Van Kiet, 

PO3, RVN Navy.  They are my defini-

tion of TRUE HEROES! 

 At the banquet we were enter-

tained and fed an outstanding meal.  

Again we got to hear some of Lt. Nor-

ris and Nguyen Van Kiet‟s story.  The 

evening was finished off in the hospi-

tality suite. 

 Sunday it was time to say 

good bye to all, and then find our way 

home. 

 I got to meet some fine people 

again, some first time attendees and 

some old hands. 

 To all who set this up, I salute 

you. 

 To all Welcome Home. 

 
MORE ON SAN ANTONIO 

 
Thursday, 14 October 2010. 

The River Walk Tour, by Bill Coup. 

 On Thursday evening we 

went on a tour of the San Antonio 

River Walk with three boats. The lead 

boat contained the board of directors 

and the guests of the association and 

their families at the reunion. The other 

two contained members of the asso-

ciation and their families. It was a 

guided tour with operators of the boats 

giving a running commentary on the 

history of the river walk and pointing 

out the attractions and prominent 

buildings and structures along the 

river walk. The operator of our boat 

also had a great sense of humor 

which also enhanced the enjoyment of 

the tour for us. Along the way several 

people recognized that we were veter-

ans and waved and saluted us as we 

passed by. The design and structure 

of the river walk are particularly strik-

ing. It fits beautifully along the river 

and is an integral part of downtown 

San Antonio. It has been expanded in 

recent years and there are plans to 

further expand it to encompass the 

missions along the San Antonio River 

in the future.  

 We passed under the Hug-

man Bridge during the tour. This was 

particularly meaningful to me, be-

cause I knew Robert H. H. (Bob) Hug-

man. While I was assigned to head-

quarters, Air Training Command, 

DCD/Civil Engineering at Randolph 

Air Force Base from March 1968 to 

July 1970 he was an architect working 

there. I was told about his connection 

to the river walk and occasionally 

talked to him about the project. He 

was a really nice man and it was fasci-

nating to listen to him describing how 

he came up with the concept and de-

sign for the project. He first presented 

the design in 1929 and the original 

project was completed in March 1941. 

When I knew him Bob still had the 

original working drawings at his home. 

He died in 1980 and his drawings are 

now part of the Alexander Architec-

tural Archive, University of Texas Li-

braries, University of Texas at Austin. 

 Following the tour we were let 

off to explore the river walk and have 

dinner. I joined Bill and Mary Ann 

Carlson, Robbie Robertson and his 

daughter, Angela Duncan and we 

stopped at a Mexican restaurant for a 

nice dinner. Afterwards we explored 

the river walk and saw other associa-

tion members  doing the same. We 

then were picked up by boats and re-

turned to the hotel. All in all it was a 

very enjoyable evening.  

 

Friday, 15 October 2010. 

Lackland Air Force Base, by Bill Coup. 

 This was an interesting time. I 

went through basic training there in 

1960. Nothing, except for the hospital, 

looked the same. There are big dormi-

tories where the trainees eat and 

sleep all in one building. The buildings 

are all named, including one for the 

first female airman to be killed in ac-

tion in Iraq, Airman Johanson. Talk 

about change! 

 We started the day by board-

ing three busses at the hotel and were 

taken to the base with NCOs as es-

corts on each bus. We were taken to 

the base parade ground where we 

were honored guests at the gradua-

tion parade for new basic trainees. It 

was very nice. We were all seated in 

front of the viewing bleachers where 

the new graduate‟s families and 

friends were seated. The announcer 

introduced us as a group after an-

nouncing the VIPs.  
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 Unfortunately, she mangled 

our association name. It was very for-

mal as the flights assembled for the 

ceremony. They all marched into 

place as the training NCOs called out 

their commands. After a speech by a 

general, they formed up and passed in 

review. After they passed in review 

they formed up again and then came 

forward as a unit right in front of us. 

They then took their oath of enlistment 

again and repeated the Airman‟s 

Creed. They were then released to 

join their families.  

 We were then bussed to a 

briefing by the base commander, 

Colonel Mott. He  gave us a speech of 

welcome and introduced two NCOs 

who presented a power point briefing 

outlining the history of Lackland and 

mission of the 37th Training Wing. 

Some of the pictures during the brief-

i ng  b rough t  back  me mor i es 

of  Lackland as I remembered it. It is 

now much more than just a basic 

training base. The briefing included 

the various squadrons and their spe-

cific missions. The current squadrons 

carry on the missions of the predeces-

sors we all remember, just with differ-

ent designations. The wing‟s mission 

extends beyond the confines of Lack-

land to units at other bases across the 

country and around the world. Some 

of the bases with units on them are 

Army and Navy bases.  

 Following the briefing the 

group split up with some going to the 

USAF Security Forces Museum and 

others going to the Enlisted Heritage 

Museum. I went to the Enlisted Heri-

tage Museum. Near the museum is 

one of the old trainings barracks like 

the one I went through in 1960. It is 

currently undergoing renovation so I 

didn‟t go through it. It should be very 

interesting when it is finished and fur-

nished. Ah, the good old days. The 

museum itself is very well done. They 

have displays showing scenes of his-

torical Lackland and Kelly as well as 

displays showing two typical barracks 

bunks with a foot locker and a rack to 

hang clothes. That sure brought back 

memories. They also have manne-

quins dressed up in old uniforms and 

a mockup of the clothing issue point 

we went through in 1960. There were 

also the old 505 uniform with the bush 

jacket and Bermuda shorts like the 

one I was issued. Then there were the 

old fatigues and other uniforms 

through the years. They also had a 

chart showing the various enlisted 

stripes and ranks through the years. It 

was very well done and useful due to 

all the changes over the years.    

 We then went to lunch with 

basic trainees. Each bus went to a 

different squadron. They paired up 

two of us with two airmen and we 

went through the line together. Unlike 

the old days, they actually use trays 

and dishes. We went through the line 

and sat down. The airmen stood at 

attention before sitting down to eat. 

We talked to them about their lives 

both before and after joining the Air 

Force. They were very sharp and im-

pressive. They were near the end of 

their training and were looking forward 

to getting on with their careers. They 

had one more test that afternoon and 

they would finish their academic train-

ing. They were polite and very well 

mannered, asked good questions, and 

listened attentively.  

 Following lunch we went to 

have our group photograph taken at 

the WB-66 aircraft on display. That 

took a while because one of the bus-

ses was late getting there. Still, it ap-

peared to go very well as a base pho-

tographer took the picture. 

 The Lackland tour was very 

well done. It was clear that Colonel 

Mott wanted us to be well treated. 

They did an outstanding job of orga-

nizing everything and it went off with-

out any problems that I could see. 

Colonel Mott and his personnel are to 

be congratulated for their hospitality. 

We could not have asked for better 

treatment. 

 

Saturday, 9 October 2010 by Bill Coup 

 After a morning of sight see-

ing, I went to the BAT 21 discussion. 

A succession of participants in the 

action briefed us on the BAT 21 res-

cue mission. Any relation between the 

BAT 21 movie and what actually hap-

pened was purely accidental. It was 

an engrossing briefing that gave us a 

detailed report on what happened 

from the shooting down of BAT 21 to 

the rescue of Lieutenant West and 

Lieutenant Colonel Hambleton. The 

briefing was recorded on tape and 

other members I attended with hope 

that copies of that recording will be 

made available to the membership. 

 The banquet was very enjoy-

able. Tom Norris‟s speech was en-

grossing and gave us a glimpse of his 

life after the mission. He was retired 

by the Navy after being severely 

wounded during the mission that Mike 

Thornton told us about last year. He 

applied to the FBI for a waiver to join 

the bureau. After some discussion, the 

director told him that if he could pass 

the examination to join the bureau he 

would get the waiver. He passed the 

examination and what followed was a 

very interesting FBI career that lasted 

over twenty years. 

 At the banquet we also 

learned that the association was re-

sponsible for a reunion of two Viet-

namese after 47 years. Prior to the 

reunion public service notices and 

newspaper articles told of our reunion. 

The wife of a Vietnamese expatriate 

saw an article or announcement and 

called Bob Laymon who directed her 

to George Plunkett. Nguyen Van Kiet, 

the Vietnamese Seal who was on the 

mission with Tom Norris and who was 

awarded the Navy Cross, went to high 

school with the expatriate and George 

arranged for him and his wife to be at 

the reunion to reunite with Nguyen 

Van Kiet after 47 years. The expatri-

ate had been a VNAF gunship pilot. 

He could have escaped Vietnam but 

he refused to leave his family behind. 

He was captured and spent almost six 

years in prison. After his release he 

came to this country and settled in 

San Antonio. 

 

Here is the “KEY” to the photographer 

identification “circles” with each of the 

following pictures: 

Bill Coup             Rich Carvell 

 

      Harlan Hatfield   

 

 Sue Ellen Parker   

 

WC RC 

 HH 

SEP 
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Lackland AFB Basic Military Training Graduation 

Cruising the San Antonio River 

Evening Reception, Outdoor River Plaza 
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Lunch with BMT Students 

SEP 
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SEP 

SEP 
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Other Lackland AFB Activities 

WC  HH 
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Hospitality Suite 
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Bat 21 Panel Discussion 
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Banquet 

WC  HH 
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L ived in a hooch in 900 area by 

the CBPO.  Cannon remember 

the number.  I think it was either 909, 

910, or 911.  The night TET kicked off, 

a few of us were playing cards and 

drinking 10 High and Kool-Aid (there 

was no soda to be found).  You had to 

use what you could find.  Thinking 

back on it, I think the Imperial Quart of 

10 High was something like $.90 or 

$1.10.  Of course, the Kool-Aid came 

from a care package someone had 

received from home.  It must have 

been grape or orange.  That and what 

came after was quite an experience 

for a 19 year old two striper.  I guess 

the scariest to me was the 122mms.  

Seemed like most nights you would 

hear the 122s before the sirens would 

be sounded. 

 

Marvin Thurman 

CBPO  Machine Accounting 

March 67—March 68 

 

 

I  am the daughter whose father was 

in Vietnam & Tan Son Nhut.  I am 

joining to support him.  I would like to 

join for 2 years.  My dad is Robbie 

Robertson & he is a current member.  

If possible I would like to surprise him 

with my membership for Christmas.  

Hoping it won‟t be published prior to 

that if I‟m accepted. 

 

I have enjoyed 4 reunions to date and 

would like to support my dad & this 

association.  This is a gift to my Dad.   

 

Kindest regards, 

 

Angela Duncan. 

 

 

I  was on the 4:00—12:00 shift—On 

night of the attack, on Security Alert 

Team going to 051 gate.  I had the 

M60 on our team.  Probably got hit 

within the hour—pulled out by Carl 

Bender and taken to Dispensary. 

 

Gerald Sommerfeldt 

377th SPS 

Oct „67—Jan 31 „68 

 

 

W e were attached to Headquar-

ters Co.  Our unit supplied 

Army aircraft for Vietnam MAAG, 

Cambodia, Thailand, etc. 

 

Interested in prostate cancer among 

those on base, and any others in 

330th. 

 

Evander D. Schley 

330th Transportation Co. U. S. Army 

April 63—March 64 

 

 

L ived on base.  Received the Re-

public of Vietnam Air Service 

Medal Honor Grade for help in procur-

ing play ground equipment for chil-

dren. 

 

Clifford A. Birchfield 

377th Combat Support Group 

Aug 69—Aug 70 

 

 

I  am originally from Lowell, MA,  

when I was assigned to TSN.  My 

previous assignment was a RAF Bent-

waters, England.  I volunteered to go 

to Vietnam.  While in TSN I repaired 

aircraft and other hydraulic equipment.  

As NCOIC of in-shop repair I often 

made special hoses for some high 

ranking officers‟ car A/C systems.  I 

also had to rig up special fittings and 

hoses for a few Army tank crews and 

other types of army vehicles. 

 

Ronald A. Wayman 

460th Field Maintenance Squadron 

68—69 

 

 

A ssigned briefly to the 8th Aerial 

Port Squadron at TSN, then 

shipped to Bien Hoa and assigned to 

the Bien Hoa Officers Club and as-

signed a body guard, my job was to 

bring in all the supplies to the club.  

Beer/soda from the Saigon River 

docks; meat, glasses, anything the 

club needed to operate from Cholon.  

Drove anything to get the supplies 

from reefer trucks to tractor-trailers—

mainly to prevent pilferage.  Am-

bushed in the rubber plantation be-

tween the hamlet of Bien Hoa and 

Highway 1A, suffered wound to left 

arm. 

 

Andy Vaquera 

8th Aerial Port Squadron/3rd Trans. 

Jan 66—Nov 66 

 

 

I  am the grandson of Wayne Salis-

bury, President Emeritus, of the 

Tan Son Nhut Association.  He is 

proud of his Vietnam service and I will 

be proud to be a Life Member, and 

proud of my grandpa. 

 

Jack L. Nordeen 

Excelsior, MN 

 

 

I  am in New Zealand and will send 

my dates in later.  I was in Vietnam 

for 7 years from about April 66 to 

about February 73.   This from mem-

ory so I need to look at all documents 

to confirm this.  I will be in the US in 

late March 2009.  I was with the U. S. 

Air Force for a year there, then a For-

eign Service Officer (Dept of State) for 

4+ years, and lastly as a contractor. 

 

Robert A. White 

8th Aerial Port Squadron 

 

 

A rrived at Tan Son Nhut 25 Jan 

„67.  Worked in Postal Unit in 

Registry Section, for Secret, Regis-

tered Mail.  Flew all over South Viet-

nam 1 to 2 days a week delivering 

Registered Mail.  I was there during 

TET 68; finally allowed out Feb 4th, 

„68. 

 

Randall W. Brown 

OL1508 Postal & Courier 

Jan 67—Feb 68 

 

NOTATIONS 
FROM  

APPLICATIONS 



 

REVETMENTS                                                                       9                                                                NOVEMBER 2010 

The Passing of “Major Mom” 

 

By:  Carol Bessette 

TSNA Treasurer 

 Those of us at the San Anto-

nio reunion were saddened to learn of 

the passing of Lt. Colonel Ruth Kay 

Sidisin, USAF (Ret) on October 3, 

2010 in Sumter, South Carolina. Ruth 

had a long and distinguished career, 

but to many at TSN, she was known 

for one thing: being “Major Mom.” 

 Last December, I wrote an 

article for Revetments in which I 

talked about living in one of the female 

BOQs (1968-69) and that one of the 

nurses in my building had a tradition 

of standing on the second floor bal-

cony late in the afternoon, waving to 

the 377th SPs as they passed in their 

truck, enroute to their outposts. 

 Sometimes pebbles really can 

start avalanches. The “pebble” of my 

article definitely did. Several TSNA 

members wrote with their memories of 

waving back at her and the other 

women who joined her on the balcony 

for the daily “wave.” Then Charles 

Penley turned detective, and found 

detailed information about her on the 

Internet—and we pinned down her 

name.  Dee Corbett-Reiter sent us a 

photo of Ruth holding the plaque 

given to her by the men of the 377th 

Security Police Squadron, Heavy 

Weapons Section as she PCS‟d back 

to “The World.” A number of other 

members contributed their stories, 

their memories, and their photos. The 

story kept growing. . . 

 And since some TSNA mem-

bers also belong to other SP veterans 

groups, the story spread. Lt. Col Si-

disin‟s obituary talks of the visits of 

SPs to her nursing home and the hun-

dreds of cards she received for her 

80th birthday in 2009; a few weeks 

later, she was officially inducted as the 

first honorary member of the Vietnam 

Security Policy Association Auxiliary. 

 Her obituary is posted on the 

TSNA website. May she rest in peace; 

hers truly was “a life well lived.” 

 

 

 

Chaplain's Corner, November 2010 

 

By Bob Chaffee 

TSNA Chaplain 

 

 I just read a very shocking 

thing about the pilgrims.  In my study 

of history and my over 70+ years of 

celebrating Thanksgiving I didn't real-

ize that the pilgrims arrived in the 

"new world" in the fall and spent their 

first winter aboard the Mayflower be-

fore really starting their colony and 

that only slightly less than 50% sur-

vived that first winter.  Yet the next 

year, tradition tells us they celebrated 

their first Thanksgiving. 

  That strange fact should 

cause us to be a bit more thoughtful 

as we go into preparing the feast so 

many think is the purpose of the 

"Thanksgiving Day".  We should at 

least be aware that there are many 

who would be thankful to be able to 

just 'pull the tab on a can of Spam' 

and offer up a prayer of true Thanks-

giving. 

  This "Corner" is not written to 

scold but to plead for us all to look 

around and share something that will 

give someone else a reason to smile 

and offer up a prayer of Thanksgiving. 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary’s Column 

 
By: Dale Bryan 
TSNA Secretary 
 

 Many of our members partook 
of the annual reunion in San Antonio 
and enjoyed the numerous activities to 
include meeting with old friends, at-
tending presentations and seminars, 
visiting Lackland AFB, and finally hav-
ing the many decades delayed Wel-
come Home Parade.  I was conducted 
via sightseeing boats in the River 
Walk area of San Antonio.  We were 
cheered and applauded many times 
by patriotic citizens on the banks of 
the river.  This is what Vietnam Veter-
ans longed for in the 60s and 70s.  
Allow me to add my “welcome home” 

to each of you.  We all owe much 
thanks to Bob Laymon for his hours of 
hard work to plan and organize the 
boat tour. 
 For your Board of Directors, 
the reunion also meant business in 
the form of meetings, and the purpose 
of this edition of my column is to pass 
along some highlights from the meet-
ings that are of interest to all mem-
bers.  I will not bore you with some of 
the more mundane, routine, adminis-
trative matters.  Among those matters 
was our re-chartering in the Common-
wealth of Virginia and our being desig-
nated a tax free, non-profit corporation 
by the IRS. 
 There was discussion and 
debate about Tan Son Nhut Associa-
tion activities, and the board voted to 
make it Association policy that activi-
ties will focus on the Vietnam War and 
its veterans and history. 
 Two directors were added to 
the board.  They are Hector Leyva, 
Director Veteran and Member Ser-
vices and Larry Fry, Director of Mem-
bership.  The board also voted to al-
low the board of directors to consist of 
four officers and seven board mem-
bers for a total of 11. 
 Your directors also voted to 
fund a memorial in the form of a 
plaque or bench that will be installed 
at the National Museum of the United 
States Air Force at Wright-Patterson 
AFB, Dayton, Ohio.  Its dedication is 
planned to occur during the 2012 re-
union that will likely be held at a 
nearby location. 
 The 2011 reunion will be in 
North Carolina, and the 2012 reunion 
will be in southern Ohio or northern 
Kentucky. 
 Last, but not least, let me wish 
all of you a Blessed Thanksgiving. 
 
 
 
(Submitted by  TSNA 
Member, Jim Reed) 
 
 
"Sometimes I think the surest sign that 
intelligent life exists elsewhere in the 
universe is that none of it has tried to 
contact us!" 
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Tan Son Nhut Association 
P. O. Box 236 
Penryn PA 17564 
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 Tan Son Nhut Association, Inc. 
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 Virginia. 
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 Director of Communications/Webmaster: Charles Penley 
 Director of Marketing: Johnnie Jernigan 
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TSNA and its officers, directors, employees and agents do not make any guarantees of any kind about the content, accuracy, or 
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NEW MEMBERS 

Mr. Joseph E. Ingram ingramjoe@comcast.net Jan 64 - Jan 65 Hq 2nd Air Division Air Ops Ctr. Clrk Ty 

Mr. Jim Riley radarman69@msn.com Nov 71 - Nov 72 554th Red Horse CES Det. Unit #1 

Mr. Robert Pompeo, Jr. robertpompeo@hotmail.com Nov 67 - Jun 69 460th Field Maintenance Squadron 

PO2 Kiet V. Nguyen ktnguyen95@yahoo.com 1963-1975 PO2-RVN Navy SEAL (LDNN) and Sea Command 

LT Thomas R. Norris  1970-1972 USN SEAL-MACSOG-80 

Col. Darrel D. Whitcomb Nail25@aol.com 1970 - March 74 C-7, OV-10, O-1 pilot 

Ms. Deborah Olesinski   Friend of Dean Gard 

Mr. Samuel R. Weaver peedeeW@msn.com Aug 67 - Nov 67 Scatback Instructor Pilot U-3B 

Mr. Raynold A. Gauvin fishlake@ainop.com Apr 68 - May 69 WDMET 

Mr. Bobby McCasland loubob99@verizon.net Jul 70 - June 71 7th Air Force 

Mr. John R. Kahler jkahler3@consolidated.net Jan 64 - Feb 65 377th APS 

Mr. James R. Faulkner jim1c21@aol.com Mar 67 - Mar 68 OL 1508 uSAf Pac Postal Courier Service 

 IN MEMORIAM 
Mr. Scott Davis TX Dec 64 - Dec 65 7th Air Force/903rd Aeromedical Evac 

Mr. Jack Waer AZ Jan 59-Feb 68 3rd Radio Research Unit 

Mr. Roy R. Hays FL Sep 67 - Sep 68 460th TRW, Det 1 

Lt Col Ruth K.. Sidisin SC Dec 68-Dec 69 21st CSF/377th USAF Dispensary 

Editor‟s Note:  The following was received via Charles Penley from 
Tony Tidwell after this issue was complete except for this space. 

Well, again we had a great gathering of brothers and sisters 
down in San Antonio.  

With the presence of Lt. Norris, it felt like we had put together 
the full puzzle. It was unfortunate that Mike Thornton was not able to 
be there. I'm not sure if San Antonio was ready for both of them. 

First off, I want to say "Thanks" to the Admin staff. I don't 
think we could expect any more than they have done. It was a won-
derful event and I am sure that everyone there would confirm. 

Second: My wife and I would like to say "Thank you very 
much" to all those that we had contact with. An absolute great as-
sembly of people. Little sister Jones, held us together as expected. 
Charles, thank you again for your efforts. You two are the best. 

And of course our great appreciation goes out to Bob Lay-
mon. His love of the game and his relentless desire to keep this 
group entertained and bonded is so very much obvious. Thanks Bob. 

I don't think I have ever met a man more gracious and de-
lightful to be around, than Kit. He stole our hearts. I am so glad that 
he was able to be there with the Lt. What an amazing twosome they 
made.  
 I am sure that everyone there agrees with us that our pres-
ence on the River Walk was welcomed by so many spectators. And 
receiving a salute from some of our older warriors was heart gripping. 
I even got to return a salute to a young lady whose father appeared to 
be in the military. Wow, what an event. 

Nuff said. Really looking forward to the next event. 
Thanks again, and here's wishing everyone one of our broth-

ers and sisters of yesteryear as well as the present a great upcoming 
Veterans Day. 


