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HEARING ABOUT THE VA 

 
BY:  Carol Bessette 
TSNA Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If any of you are experiencing hearing 

difficulties, let me strongly recom-

mend a visit to the VA. I can't speak 

for every place, but at the Washing-

ton, DC VA Hospital, my husband, 

John (retired USAF), has been receiv-

ing very good service. 

 

After ten years flying, it is not surpris-

ing that he developed a hearing loss 

(although he did not admit it for a long 

time.) He got a civilian audiology test, 

but the prices of hearing aids are so 

high and he just kept putting it off. 

 

He tried at Fort Belvoir, and had a 

test there, but he felt as if he were 

competing for their time with the ac-

tive duty folks. They were to call him 

and they never did. 

 

He literally never thought of the VA 

for this until someone else suggested 

it. He went about six weeks ago and it 

was a multi-step process. 

 

--First, he had to visit the Eligibility 

Office to establish his bona fides. 

 

--He then waited about 20 minutes 

and had a visit with a GP. The GP 

wrote a Consult to the Audiology      

Department. 

 

--With the Consult in hand, he made 

an appointment with the Audiology 

Department--there was about a six 

week wait.  

I accompanied him and I was very 

impressed with the service he re-

ceived. Quick and competent and 

friendly. They tested him and said he 

was eligible for a device. They were 

going to have him come back for one 

more test, but the Fort Belvoir records 

sufficed. So, they asked him on the 

spot which model he wanted. (He had 

an article about the various versions, 

but never expected to reach the 

choosing stage this quickly, and had-

n't bothered to study it!) 

 

But, no problem, they said. He has a 

six month trial period, and if he isn't 

happy, he can switch to another 

model. I asked about the batteries 

(they have a life of about seven days) 

and yes, they are readily available in 

stores, but he will never have to buy a 

battery--ever. They will be provided! 

(This really surprised me.) They ap-

parently will be mailed from Denver. 

 

We later looked at commercially avail-

able models, and the one John will 

receive (in about six weeks) costs 

$2400--$3700. We figure a good  av-

erage price is $3000. So it was well 

worth an hour's drive each way. 

 

Anyway, don't be like us and "not 

think" of the VA when such a high-

priced item is involved. We learned 

our lesson, and I want to pass it on. I 

suspect some of you have your own 

stories on this subject. 

 

2010 TSNA REUNION 

OCTOBER 7—10 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

CROWNE PLAZA RIVERWALK 

 

The capacity of the Texas Ballroom 

hotel banquet facility is 300, so we 

still have plenty of room.  The Bat 21 

panel discussion will be held in the 

Fiesta Pavilion at the Crowne 

Plaza.  Its capacity is 900, with 350 

reserved seats.  Given the large ac-

tive duty and retired military popula-

tion of the San Antonio area, I think 

that we are well on our way to filling 

both areas.  Spread the word to your 

military buddies - we are having two 

Medal of Honor recipients, a Navy 

Cross recipient, and a Silver Star re-

cipient in attendance, a rare occur-

rence.  Plan to attend and meet some 

real heroes and get their autographs. 

 George Plunkett and Bob Laymon 

 

One of the activities planned for this 

year‟s reunion will be an historic BAT 

21 Panel Session. In this session, led 

by Col. Darrel D. Whitcomb, USAFR 

(Ret.),  Medal of Honor recipient LT 

Tom Norris, and US Navy Cross re-

cipient PO2 Nguyễn Van Kiệt will be 

reunited with many of the BAT-21 

Search and Rescue participants who 

flew the A-1 Skyraider, O-2 Skymas-

ter, OV-10 Bronco, HC-130P King 

SAR bird and HH-53 Super Jolly 

Green Giant under the command & 

control by MACV and HQ 7th Air 

Force at Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN. 

 

SPECIAL NOTE:  We have just re-

ceived Reunion Registration from Lt. 

Col. (Ret) Don Sutton. Don Sutton is 

one of the heroic HH-53C Jolly Green 

Giant pilots who flew on the Bat 21B 

rescue attempt on 3 April 1972 and 

absorbed severe battle damage to his 

aircraft in the area of Lt Col Hamble-

ton.   

  

FYI:  He later made the National 

news on 1 May 1972 when he com-

manded the last Jolly Green (of 4) to 

evacuate the Quang Tri 'Citadel' as it 

was being overrun by the NVA. 

  

We look forward to hearing his story. 

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS 

NOW! 

More info at TSNA website: 

h t t p : / / w w w . t s n a . o r g / r e u n i o n /

index.html 
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TSNA REUNION, OCTOBER 7-10, 2010 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Date Time Location  Event 
 

Thursday 
Oct 7 
 

 1:00pm 3rd floor foyer, Crowne Plaza TSNA Registration table - opens 
   Hospitality Suite - opens 

 3:00pm 1st floor lobby, Crowne Plaza Front desk, hotel check-in 
 

  5:30pm Hotel - Outdoor River Plaza TSNA evening outdoor reception 
 

  6:30pm San Antonio River barges One-hour guided tour of Riverwalk 
 

  7:30pm Riverwalk - Restaurant District Dinner at Riverwalk restaurant of choice 
 

8:45-9:00-9:15-9:30 Riverwalk - Restaurant District Barges return to hotel [every 15 min] 
 

 9:00pm 3rd floor, Crowne Plaza Hospitality Suite - reopens for evening 

Friday  
Oct 8 
 

 7:45am Crowne Plaza (front street) Board buses for Lackland AFB 
 

 8:00am 3rd floor, Crowne Plaza Hospitality Suite - opens 
 

 8:30am Crowne Plaza (first floor - lobby) Guided spouses’ shopping tour 
 

  9:00am Lackland AFB Parade Grounds 37th TRW BMT graduation and parade 
 

 10:15am Lackland B-52D static display TSNA Reunion 2010 group photo 
 

  10:30am Lackland AFB & Medina Annex AF guided windshield-tour of base 
 

  12:00pm BMTS “Chow Hall” Lunch with AF basic trainees 
 

  1:00pm BMTS parking lot Board buses, return to hotel 

Saturday 
Oct 9 
 

 8:00am 3rd floor, Crowne Plaza Hospitality Suite - opens 
 

  8:00am Riverwalk, Alamo, Hemisfair, etc. SAT sight-seeing & shopping 
    [Optional guided tours of SAT] 
 

  1:00pm Hotel - lower level, Fiesta Pavilion Bat 21 Panel Session 
 

  6:00pm Hotel 2nd floor, Texas Ballroom TSNA Banquet Reception (cash bar) 
 

  7:00pm Hotel 2nd floor, Texas Ballroom TSNA Banquet, featuring 
    LT Tom Norris, Keynote speaker 
 

 10:00pm 3rd floor, Crowne Plaza Hospitality Suite - opens 

Sunday 
Oct 10  
 

 8:00am 3rd floor TSNA meeting room Continental breakfast 
 

  9:00am 3rd floor TSNA meeting room 2010 TSNA members’ meeting 
 

  10:30am 3rd floor TSNA meeting room Photos, farewells and dismissal 
 

  11:00am Hotel lobby - front desk Check-out time (settle account) 

THE RESERVATION DEADLINE 
FOR 

HOTEL AND TSNA RESERVATIONS IS SEPTEMBER 7 

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY!! 
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FAVORITE 
SAYINGS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First I heard it, then I saw it; a huge 

yellow vehicle called a school bus just 

went by our house filled with somber 

faces.  Yes, the first day of school.  

For the next nine plus months our chil-

dren (and in most of our cases, grand-

children and even great ones) will be 

under a different lifestyle then we 

have in our family centered lives. 

 

In September we often look back at 

our own school days and realize what 

a different world the present students 

live in.  My mother taught in a one 

room school house with all eight 

grades and all of twelve students, so 

my high school first class of 400 

caused her to wonder at the worlds 

changes. 

 

I do most of my writing with a #2 

Dixon pencil. My grandson does his 

on an “Apple”.  Last Christmas we 

gave the younger family members 

watches.  When the gifts were 

opened, there was a silence.  Later 

my son said “Dad, few wear watches 

any more, we carry cell phones”. 

 

Thus we come to the Chaplain‟s 

Thoughts for this issue of Revetments. 

Yes, times have changed in our social 

and educated order but God‟s pur-

poses for mankind, His care for us 

and His presence with us does not 

change just because the students now 

use “Dell” and we had book bags.  It 

does not take a computer to communi-

cate with God in prayer.  It doesn‟t 

take a PhD to light a candle at the 

altar as we pray.  The yellow bus may 

be a reminder of some life changes 

but the very fact that we live to see 

those changes is because we have a 

God who cares enough for us to allow 

them to happen. 

 

See you next month in San Antonio. 

 
 

VIRTUAL WALL ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

Johnnie, 

  

I received this website from a friend of 

mine...it is truly something worth put-

ting in our newsletter...someone has 

gone and done a lot of work to make it 

easier for us to find fallen comrades in 

arms... 

  

http://www.virtualwall.org/iStates.htm 

  

Regards and Welcome Home 

Gary Monahan 
 
 
 

NEW GRAVESIDE VETERANS  

MEDALLIONS 

W e e k  o f  J u l y  1 2 ,  2 0 1 0 

The Department of Veterans Affairs is 

offering bronze medallions to attach to 

existing, privately purchased head-

stones or markers, signifying a de-

ceased's status as a veteran. The new 

item can be furnished instead of a 

traditional government headstone or 

marker for veterans whose death oc-

curred on or after Nov. 1, 1990, and 

whose grave in a private cemetery is 

marked with a privately purchased 

headstone or marker. Next of kin will 

receive the medallion along with a kit. 

For more information on VA-furnished 

headstones, markers and medallions, 

visit the VA website. Instructions on 

how to apply for a medallion are on 

the VA website at www.cem.va.gov/

hm_hm.asp. Information on VA burial 

benefits can be obtained from national 

cemetery offices, from the VA website 

at www.cem.va.gov or by calling VA 

regional offices toll-free at 1-800-827-

1000.  

 
 
 

 

Roger D. Anderson, 377th CSG/460th 

TRW.  Feb 66-Jan 67. 

 

I 
 was transferred to Tan Son Nhut 

Feb 66.  Supposed to be assigned 

to 6250th CSGp.  The 6250th was 

replaced by the 377th.  I thought I 

was assigned  to the 377th, but on my 

DD Form 214 Section 12 it says 460th 

TRW (PACAF).  But in Section 26 it 

says 377th.  I have an Armed Forces 

Liberty Pass that says 377th dated 14 

Sept. 66. 

 

I believe the hut I was in was in the 

700 area.  I do remember there was 

an A-1E aircraft parked at the end of 

the hut area. 

 

Ralph A. Marcello, 377th CSG. Also 

TDY to US Army Special Services.   

 

L 
ived on bse for 2 months then 

lived downtown in a villa for 2 

months, then in a studio apart-

ment for the remainder of the 

war.  Assigned to “accounting & fi-

nance” for approx. 6 months, then 

transferred to the Army‟s Special Ser-

vices, playing guitar in a folk-rock 

band called “BARK”.  Played around 

the country in this U. S. Command 

Military Performance touring band with 

Army SP4 Ben C. Montgomery (a jazz 

drummer from Chicago) and with 2 

civilians—Bert Barkson and Joe Bark-

son, whose father was head of IBM-

Vietnam.  After the tour was over I 

was transferred back to the Air Force 

and did guard duty in the “700 area” 

until the war was almost over.  I was 

one of the last people in my squadron 

to leave the country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friendship is a promise 
   Made in the Heart 

Unbreakable by distance 
Unchangeable by time. 

CHAPLAIN’S 
CORNER 

 
By: Bob Chaffee 
TSNA Chaplain 

NOTATIONS FROM  
APPLICATIONS 

http://www.virtualwall.org/iStates.htm
http://www.cem.va.gov/cem/hm/hmtype.asp
http://www.cem.va.gov/hm_hm.asp
http://www.cem.va.gov/hm_hm.asp
http://www.cem.va.gov/
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We have recently become aware of an organization called “I SERVED STICKER”.   

 

They started a program to give an “I Served” sticker to veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan; 

and have now expanded it to Vietnam Veterans as well. 

 

The website can be found at:  http://www.iservedsticker.org.   

 

If you want to write to them instead of using the Internet, the address is: iServedSticker, 

PO Box 10924, Rockville, MD 20849 

 

TO RECEIVE YOUR FREE STICKER FILL OUT THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

 

WHERE DID YOU SERVE?         AFGHANISTAN               IRAQ                VIETNAM 

 

YOUR NAME: 

   

ADDRESS: 

   

CITY:           

 

STATE:       ZIP CODE 

        

COMMENTS:   

 

DONATION: Make out a check to “iServedSticker” and mail to the address below.  Thank you for your support! 

 

SEND TO:  iServedSticker 

       PO Box 10924 

       Rockville, MD 20849 

Editor‟s Note:  The following was on the back page of the Memorial Bulletin from the Memorial for Colonel John A. Adams, 
Aviator and Vintner, December 22, 1919—Nov 4, 2009. It was sent to us by his son, TSNA member, Dr. John A. Adams, Jr. 

 
HIGH FLIGHT 

By: James Gillespie Magee, Jr. 
 

Oh, I have slipped the surly bonds of earth 
And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings; 

Sunward I‟ve climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth 
Of sun-split clouds . . . And done a hundred things 

You have not dreamed of . . . Wheeled and soared and swung 
High in the sunlit silence.  Hov‟ring there,  

I‟ve chased the shouting wind along, and flung 
My eager craft through the footless halls of air. 

 
Up, up the long, delirious, burning blue 

I‟ve topped the windswept heights with easy grace 
Where never lark, or even eagle flew. 

 
And while with silent, lifting mind I‟ve trod 
The high un-trespassed sanctity of space, 

Put out my hand, and touched the face of God. 
 

Editor‟s Note #2.  Just a day or so after typing the above for use in Revetments, the July/August issue of  AARP Magazine 
arrived, and I noticed the first two lines above quoted with an article.  AND, it mentioned the following:  “John Gillespie 
Magee, Jr. a 19-year-old volunteer with the Royal Canadian Air Force who was killed in 1941.”    
 
So now we know—”the rest of the story.” 

http://www.iservedsticker.org.
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Editor‟s Note:  Below is a September 18, 1963 Stars and Stripes article sent to me by Bob Jarboe, and also our webmas-
ter, Charles Penley.  The topic is “Tent City”.  I can relate to “Tent City” since I spent about 50 days there in Jan-Mar 
1962. 
 
The large picture on the next page was found on EBay by Charles Penley, and the other pictures I took personally during 
my time at TSN. 
 
I arrived at TSN on December 29, 1961.  The large picture shows Tent City being started, and during this time we lived 
(for 19 days) at the Continental Palace. The building on the far left top edge of the larger picture is the same large build-
ing shown in 2 of my pictures—it was the north end of an old French hangar which was converted into a chow hall, mail 
room, stage, etc. Thanks for the memories!:) 

 
Larry E. Fry, Chaplain Services Specialist, TSN Dec 61—Mar 62 

TENT CITY— EARLY TSN 

Notice the water truck filling up the water tank 
for the shower room! 
 
My “living quarters” 

Talk about noisy!  Notice how close the tent 
was to the South end of the runway with a 707 
taking off! 

Put Jarboe data in here!!! 
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A RECENT EMAIL TO TSNA 
 
From: Jim Augeri  
To: cepenley@chartertn.net  
Sent: Thursday, August 26, 2010 12:31 PM 
Subject: Revetments, April-2010 Follow-up... 
 
Dear Charles, 
 
I read with much interest all the commentary and letters associated with your Type II diabetes article in the April 2010 Re-
vetments.  Prior to this time, I had not been much concerned with such issues, and how they related to us Vietnam 
vets.  My diagnosis on 08-Apr-2010 of prostate cancer changed all that rather quickly.  On 28-Jul I had a radical 
prostatectomy and am well on the road to recovery. 
 
I would like to thank you for your frank discussions, as well as all the other members of TSNA who have likewise come 
forward with their own “two cents” to add to the dialog. 
 
Because of the combined efforts of TSNA, the VVA, and even the AARP, my education in this area has been fairly 
rapid.  And, armed with such information about the widespread impact of Agent Orange (a phrase I never thought would 
be part of my personal vocabulary!) has made negotiating this previously uncharted territory much easier. 
 
If you would be so kind, please pass along my thanks to all who have gone before me for being willing to share their own 
stories as I now hope to share my own. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jim Augeri 
TSNA Life Member #606 
1st Sig Bde; 69th Sig Bn; TSN ‟68-„69 
Albuquerque, NM 

SHOP VAN LOST IN SAIGON 
 

By: Jan Obryan 
249FA Det. 
 
A little intro first. Name is Jan C. (obie) O'Bryan. Was at Tan Son Nhut late '67 till '69 or '70.  I'll have to look at my records 
some time. US Army Counter Mortar Radar. Anyway our site was on the north perimeter of the base, just east of the 
"new" mortuary. We worked one week days, then one week nights. The CO let us spend our off time (at least me) in Sai-
gon: OH YEAH. So I met a young lady who I promised to take to the movies in Saigon the next day. Next day off I go w/ a 
few of the guys in our 2 1/2 ton shop van. We find a place to park on the boulevard near the appointed theater, and a buck 
or two to the watch truck kids. Meet you guys back here in a couple hours or so says I. Now I'm waiting for my lady, I fig-
ure I'll quit smoking. Bout an hour goes by -PHOOEY-  I buy smokes & light up....now here she comes. So we go in and 
see the movie.  After movie, "meet her at such and such address", OKAY...  Now I go back for truck -- no truck--  UH- 
OH.  Here come the guys, where is truck everybody wonders. So I am "senior''  'wild man' and say see ya back at the 
base tomorrow and spend the night  downtown.  Next morning I show up for work at TSN ...... no truck. CO asks -Obryan- 
where's truck? I don't know says me. CO calls around MP units....MP's have truck.   WHEW   I was restricted to base for 
one week.  MP's took truck „cause no lock and chain around steering wheel.‟  Lucky me.  There was a generator and M79 
grenade launcher in the back. WOW.   End of that story.   
 

mailto:jaugeri14@comcast.net
mailto:cepenley@chartertn.net
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   NEW  
MEMBERS   

Tan Son Nhut Association 
P. O. Box 236 
Penryn PA 17564 

 Revetments is an official publication of the  
 Tan Son Nhut Association, Inc. 
 P.O. Box 236, Penryn, PA 17564-0236 
 The Association is a non-profit fraternal organization  
 chartered under the appropriate statutes and law. 

 

 President: Robert Robinson Gales 
 Vice President: 
 Treasurer: Carol Bessette 
 Secretary: Dale Bryan 
 Dir. of Communications/Webmaster: Charles Penley 
 Director of Marketing: Johnnie Jernigan 
 Dir. of Membership Development:: George Plunkett 
 Director of Public Relations: Richard Carvell 
 Director of History: Bob Laymon 
 Chaplains: Rev. Dr. James M. Warrington,                             
    Rev. Dr. Billy T. Lowe; and Rev. Bob A. Chaffee 
 Co-Founders/Presidents Emeriti: Don Parker and  
   John Peele  
 President Emeritus: Wayne Salisbury 
 Revetments Editor: Larry E. Fry 

 Web Site: www.tsna.org 
 
 Annual Membership: $20.00 
 Five Year Membership: $80.00 
 Life Membership: $180.00 

TSNA and its officers, directors, employees and agents do not make any guarantees of any kind about the content, accuracy, or 
timeliness of information in the TSNA newsletter, Revetments. The use of information from this newsletter is strictly voluntary and at 
the user‟s sole risk.  TSNA shall not be liable for any damages of any kind related to the information in this newsletter. The opinions 
expressed in the newsletter are those of the authors and do not constitute the opinion or policy of TSNA. 

A $50 bill and a $1 bill met at a bank one day and started talking. 
The $50 bill bragged about how he had seen the world. 
Paris, Las Vegas, Bermuda, etc… 
The $1 started to feel lonely. 
He told the $50 bill that the only places he had been to were 7-11, Wal-Mart, and the offering at church. 
“Church”, said the $50 bill, “what‟s church?” 
 
As told by a coworker‟s Catholic Priest just prior to the offering this past weekend (offerings are down…) 
 
From John Fry, Nephew of your Editor 

Mr. Bob Treiber AL RMTGRITZ@aol.com Oct 67 - Oct 68 1876th Communictions Squadron 

Mr. Ralph A. Marcello CA rm@marcello-cpa.com Dec 71 - Mar 73 377th Combat Support Group 

Mr. Roger D. Anderson TX rogeranderson@consolidated.net Feb 66 - Jan 67 377th Combat Support Group 

Mr. Nathan E. Sisco MD als1023@aol.com Dec 68 - Dec 69 OL 1500 USAF Postal & Courier Service 

Mr. Steve Whitmore MA stephenfwhitmore@gmail.com May 65 - May 66 1876th Communications Squadron 


