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REUNION 2012!! 

 

The latest reunion is history. 

 

And what a history it made. There was 

a huge turnout of members—and non-

members as well. 

 

And the schedule guaranteed that this 

would also be the most meaningful 

reunion of TSNA ever! 

 

Following are articles, reports, and 

pictures from various folks to give you 

a permanent reminder of what all went 

on in Dayton during the second week 

of October. 

 

HOSPITALITY SUITE 

 

The folks at the Holiday Inn Fairborn 

provided us with a great meeting area. 

 

And I am sure that one of my favorite 

sayings certainly came true - “There 

are no strangers in TSNA, only new 

friends waiting to be found”. 

 

Below are some pictures from that 

venue. 

 

NOTE:  All photos in this issue come 

from Andy Csordas, Lois Fry, Rich 

Carvell, and George Bontya. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The TSNA Train keeps moving on at 

the 2012 Registration Table.  Thanks 

to Charles Penley, Kerry Nivens, and 

Harlan Hatfield for manning the table 

this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not shown in these photos are the 

folks standing in line for the food and 

drinks provided for all.  Our thanks to 

Sharon Jernigan, Lois Fry, and Trish 

Plunkett for their efforts.  Thanks also 

to Rena Csordas and Bobbi Chaffee 

for their delicious baked goods. 

MEMORIAL DEDICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes, it was chilly and breezy.  And 

yes, it certainly was meaningful and 

full of many emotions for all of us, 

from the Posting of the Colors to the 

White Dove Salute and the playing of 

“Taps”. 

 

Following are excerpts from speeches 

and other articles about all facets of 

this wonderful reunion. 
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TSNA PRESIDENT  

GEORGE PLUNKETT’S OPENING 

REMARKS AT THE DEDICATION 

 

It’s great to see such a large turnout 

for this ceremony. 

 

To paraphrase George Burns, the se-

cret of a good speech is to have a 

good beginning and a good ending; 

and to have the two as close together 

as possible.  

 

This George will try to follow the ad-

vice of that George. 

 

Many iconic groups of American mili-

tary aviation have memorials here.  

 

The Doolittle raiders are here. They 

trained in Columbia, SC, and subse-

quently returned to attend three reun-

ions held in their honor. They left Co-

lumbia, traveled to the west coast, 

loaded their magnificent war birds on 

the USS Hornet and flew off into His-

tory. .  

 

Other memorials here include –  

 

The 8th Air Force. They trained in Sa-

vannah, GA and then moved on to 

Great Britain. The mighty 8th suffered 

48,000 casualties in WWII, 26,000 of 

whom were killed.  

 

The Tuskegee Airmen are represent-

ed here also. Their unit birth was 

guaranteed when Eleanor Roosevelt 

whispered into President Roosevelt's 

ear and said that she thought it would 

be a good idea to give people of color 

a chance to be aviators.  

 

The President was no dummy – he 

listened to her, as all good husbands 

do.  She later used her visit to 

Tuskegee Army Air field as part of her 

campaign to convince the president to  

send these airmen to the North Afri-

can and European theaters.  

 

The 1st Air Commandos are represent-

ed here. They distinguished them-

selves in the China-Burma-India thea-

ter. 

 

Units from the Vietnam era represent-

ed here include the Pleiku Air Base 

Association, which is an organization 

similar to ours. 

 

The 463rd Tactical Airlift Wing. Those 

brave souls who flew their C-130’s 

into Khe Sahn to resupply our encir-

cled Marines. 

 

And the 1st Airways and Air Communi-

cations Squadron is represented here. 

It was the predecessor unit to the 1st 

Mobile Communications Group, the 

unit that I was assigned to for 30 

months while stationed at Clark AB. 

 

We lower ranking troops affectionately 

called the unit the 1st Mob and we, of 

course, were mobsters. That nick-

name did not sit well with our com-

mander or first sergeant, who would  

forcefully remind us that “a mob is a 

large, disorderly, leaderless crowd”, 

and we certainly were not leaderless 

or disorderly.  At least the disorderly 

part of the definition is correct. 

 

And now the Tan Son Nhut Associa-

tion will be adding our Memorial to this 

pantheon of heroes. 
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Tan Son Nhut Memorial 

It’s rather hard to believe that it is over 50 

years ago that this memorial began to 

grow.  It was the year 1959, do your math 

and come to realize what started the ne-

cessity for us to build it and now we dedi-

cate it.  It holds a library full of memories; it 

represents lives, deaths, wounds and a 

billion sleepless nights. 

  

I’m not a Lincoln who can put action into 

great words but as a chaplain I can put 

together words of memorial and memo-

ries.  This is a very special day and event 

for me as I’m sure it is for the 150 of us 

who are here and the 450 of our members 

who could not attend. 

  

Our webmaster Charles accused me years 

ago of being a story teller.  Not fibs, sto-

ries.  Well, I’ll share, one that will parallel 

those that are flashing the minds of the 

Tan Son Nhut and Nam vets here. 

  

It was spring of 1968 in Sacramento at 

McClellan AFB, late evening.  A phone 

rang in my home.  I answered it and a fa-

miliar voice said: “Capt. Chaffee, you are 

the duty chaplain tonight.  The General 

wants you at flight line command station. 

(pause)  Now!”  As duty chaplain I didn’t 

remove my uniform on those days I had 

the duty:  When I reported to him he said 

very formally.  “You have a duty to fulfill 

tonight!” 

  

That duty has been a part of my mind and 

life which may get some peace as of to-

day.  I was escorted by the Generals aide 

to a revetment where a C124 sat.  It had 

been diverted to McClellan from Travis 

because of weather.  We went around to 

the tail. I saw the ramp and clam were 

open.  Lights shown, and then 42 years of 

troubled memory began.  50 aluminum 

caskets rested aboard.  The loadmaster 

and body escorts gave me a file to 

sign.  The Chaplain had met the bodies of 

Tet heroes. 

  

After today maybe that image will not be 

so haunting. 

 

The committee, who for the past almost 2 

years, have worked to honor those who 

served on the huge consolidated Base we 

call Tan Son Nhut: a Command base, Air 

base, Supply base and many more mis-

sions. 

 

When in the design phase a question 

came up as to what aircraft should be rep-

resented.  The base housed all kinds of 

fixed and rotary wings.  The committee 

opted to design a flying plane of no desig-

nation to represent so many types. 

  

The committee also faced the future of the 

memorial and designed it to incorporate a 

vault under the bench that contains: Patch 

and Magnet, TSNA Dog Tag, Membership 

list, Casualty Record, Poem by Charles 

Penley , Soil from TSN Air Base, Saigon, 

and a Challenge Coin.  Who knows when 

or if the vault will be open again, but it 

holds our memories. 

  

The Museum staff and directors have al-

lowed the TSNA to place this memorial, 

and expand its memorial commitment with 

the bench and two memorial plaques.  Two 

memorial designated live trees are part of 

the Memorial as well. 

  

To my right is one that says “Dedicated to 

the Memory of those who gave their lives 

at Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Republic of 

Vietnam, 1959-1975, May their soul’s rest 

in peace”.  We don’t have the name of the 

first to give his life at TSN but we know 

that the last were two young marines 

named Darwin Judge and Charles McMah-

on.  Our records tell us that there are 223 

names that you can see on that great mon-

ument in the Mall in Washington. 

  

To my left is one that has much to be 

thought of beyond the ones who gave their 

lives “Dedicated to the many that face the 

wounds that became part of their lives for 

their service at Tan Son Nhut Air Base, 

Republic of Vietnam, 1959-1975.  May 

they find comfort in knowing we remember 

their sacrifice and service.  They are not 

forgotten”. 

 

It represents the lost arms, legs, hearing 

and sight as well as the mental anguish of 

war.  Many thoughts will prompt the words 

defining these by adding COPD, Agent 

Orange and the many definitions of Com-

bat Psychological Fatigue. 

 

During the next days the Memorial commit-

tee and the Board members of TSNA will 

try to answer questions you might have 

about the memorial. 

  

My duty during my tour at TSNA was with 

377th Med, 21st Casualty staging flight and 

the 18 Med Evac. Det.  As such I served 

each day with the reason for this memorial 

to exist.  Like members of the committee, 

we all have lived with this day.  Each with 

a story to tell, this memorial stands for 

what we did and what we believe in.  We 

ask all to share in the depth of meaning it 

stands for.  There are American Memorials 

all over the world.  They stand for our com-

mitment to our freedom and willingness to 

commit our lives to what we stand for. 

  

A Vets magazine in its May edition fea-

tured a series of articles on War Memori-

als.  The titles were “At Rest Abroad”, 

“Sealed in Blood” and “The Glory of Their 

Deeds”.  It closed with one that carries 

what we are doing here: “Partners in Re-

membrance”.  To paraphrase one of their 

lines: “Few occasions are as poignant, or 

are as unifying as we have here in this 

dedication of this war time TSN Memori-

al.  The TSNA is proud to place it here but 

are most aware of those it repre-

sents.  Their presence we can actually feel 

in our hearts. 

  

(For the “Revetment” I’ve been asked to 

include this memorial benediction pray-

er.  You will recognize it, the words of 

“Taps”.) 

 

1)Day is Done, Gone the sun from the 

lake, 

From the hills, from the sky 

All is well, safely rest, God is nigh. 

 

2)Fading light dims the sight, and a star 

the sky beaming bright.  From afar, draw-

ing nigh, falls the night. 

 

3))Then good night, peaceful night, till the 

light of dawn shines bright. God is near, do 

not fear Friend good night. 

 

I’ll use my writers by line. 

 

End of Sermon 

  

TSNA Chaplain Bob A Chaffee 



 

REVETMENTS                                                                          4                                                                 NOVEMBER 2012 

TSNA PRESIDENT  

GEORGE PLUNKETT’S CLOSING 

REMARKS AT THE DEDICATION 

 

To end this morning’s ceremony I'll 

take you back to the beginning – the 

beginning of the Tan Son Nhut Asso-

ciation. 

 

In the early nineties, a Vietnam Vet 

finished watching the reunion episode 

of China Beach. He asked his wife “I 

wonder if any of the guys I served with 

ever get together?” 

 

Her reply was simple and direct – “call 

someone”. 

 

That guy is Don Parker and his wife is 

Sue Ellen Parker. 

 

And there it was – the question and a 

challenge. 

 

Never being one to avoid a challenge, 

he talked to a few people, received 

some suggestions and began running 

reunion notices in magazines.  

 

Phone calls from interested veterans 

were received.  

 

One of them, another vietnam vet, 

was also trying to stage a reunion.  

 

They decided to pool their efforts. 

 

Their first reunion was held in Evans-

ville, Indiana. It was a success. So 

much so that they held another reun-

ion there the next year.  

 

Discussions at these reunions led to 

the conclusion that since Vietnam 

Vets had not been welcomed into 

some chapters and posts of veterans 

organizations, these two guys would 

form their own organization. It’s eligi-

bility requirements were completely 

different from the norm – they decided 

to invite everyone who had been sta-

tioned at or who transited Tan Son 

Nhut Air Base. 

 

Today the association has nearly 500 

members and we are still growing. 

 

And it all started with our founders. 

 

Their names are Don Parker and John 

Peele. John couldn’t be with us this 

year, but Don Parker is here. 

 

Mr. President – please stand and be 

recognized. 

 

In ending the ceremony this morning, 

we are honoring all those who served 

at Tan Son Nhut Air Base, and in par-

ticular, those who gave their lives in 

actions associated with Tan Son Nhut. 

 

We all can recall that the Vietnam war 

was a very divisive time for our coun-

try.  It is noteworthy that we are con-

ducting this ceremony at a time when 

the country is commemorating the 150

-year anniversaries of a much more 

divisive time, when Americans fought 

Americans. With time, many of those 

emotional scars from that time long 

past have healed. Time does help us 

heal.  

 

The battlefields such as Gettysburg 

and Antietam and Shiloh speak their 

lessons to all Americans. And in the 

same way, this Memorial speaks to all 

Americans.  

 

Future generations will visit here, and 

see the Tan Son Nhut Memorial at the 

National Museum of the U. S. Air 

Force, alongside the memorials of the 

Doolittle Raiders, the Tuskegee Air-

men, the 8th Air Force, and all the 

other iconic organizations represented 

here, and will realize, we certainly 

earned it.  

 

Thank you for being here this morn-

ing. 

 

It’s a great day to be a Vietnam Veter-

an. 

The Dedication 

 

It is hard to describe the feelings of 

that Friday morning. Yes, a recitation 

of the sequence of events is not that 

difficult, but—what did it feel like? 

 

On one level, it felt very cold. The 

morning was cloudy, but, fortunately, 

not a hint of rain. The temperature 

was cool, but it was the very brisk 

wind which made us all feel much 

colder than most of us expected—few 

were in the appropriate warm clothing. 

 

But, on another level, that was an in-

teresting contrast to the memories we 

all share of sweltering heat in Vi-

etnam. How we would have longed to 

experience a bit of brisk autumn 

weather way-back-then. 

 

President George Plunkett called the 

large group to order as we gathered in 

the second large area of the Memorial 

Garden at the National Museum of the 

Air Force. Ours is one of the first me-

morials to be placed in this new area, 

and is prominently positioned where it 

will be seen by those who visit the 

other memorials that will be placed in 

this area in the future. 

 

The Colors were posted by the Wright

-Patterson Honor Guard, and we all 

stood for the National Anthem.  After 

Chaplain Bob Chaffee’s Invocation, 

the moment arrived for which we were 

all waiting:  the members of the Me-

morial Committee unveiled the three 

parts of the TSNA Memorial: the 

bench and the two plaques.  The cam-

eras were clicking. . . 

 

George Plunkett formally presented 

the Memorial to the Museum, and Lt. 

General Jack Hudson (Ret), the Direc-

tor of the Museum, formally accepted 

it.  Chaplain Chaffee then gave “words 

of remembrance,” and it was his 

words, in which he eloquently de-

scribed his emotions as he saw, first 

hand, the human cost of the Tet Of-

fensive, that meant the most to me.  

 

One of the main purposes of the Vi-

etnam Veterans Memorial in Washing-

ton, DC is to “heal,” and we may all 

unconsciously recognize that same 

purpose in the TSNA Memorial. And I 

don’t think I was the only one to have 

an emotional response to the Chap-

lain’s very emotional words. 

 

Memorial wreaths were then laid at 

the three components of the Memorial 
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by the members of the TSNA Board of 

Directors, followed by Benediction by 

Chaplain Chaffee, the playing of Taps 

by the bugler, and the Retirement of 

the Colors.  And then a most unex-

pected event—known in advance to 

only a few: a dozen white doves were 

released. They flew into the air, circled 

just in front of the Memorial, and then 

headed for home.  . .a beautiful and 

very symbolic salute, especially to 

those who did not return from Vi-

etnam,  and whom we were honoring 

that day. It was a beautiful and very 

meaningful closing to the ceremony. 

 

We all owe so much to the members 

of the Memorial Committee for their 

work over eighteen months in plan-

ning and designing the Memorial, and 

bringing it to fruition. Thanks to the 

Committee, those who were present 

truly had a day to remember.  .  . 

 

Carol Bessette 

TSNA Treasurer 

 

PRESIDENT  

GEORGE PLUNKETTS OPENING 

REMARKS AT THE 2012 TSNA  

REUNION BANQUET 

 

This morning I spoke about the brave 

airmen of various eras who are repre-

sented at the memorial park. 

 

This evening I plan to speak, every so 

briefly, about four of the magnificent 

birds that they flew during  our time in 

uniform. 

 

The Douglas A-1 was designed in 

WWII for the navy, but did not see 

action in that war. It was used during 

the Korean war with great success, 

but it’s claim to fame is it’s magnificent 

track record in Vietnam. Whether 

providing close air support to our 

brave ground troops or flying top cov-

er for rescue missions, the Skyraider 

was there. 

 

The Douglas C-124 Globemaster 

hauled freight from 1950 to 1974. With 

a capacity to carry outsized cargo, as 

well as troops, it was a real work-

horse. It’s nickname of “old shakey” 

was well deserved. I flew on old 

shakey for one trip from Clark Field in 

the Philippines to Bangkok, Thailand 

and was extremely grateful that I nev-

er had to fly in one of them again.  

 

The F-105 Thunderchief was our su-

personic bomb truck in Vietnam. It’s 

payload of more than twelve thousand 

pounds was greater than a World War 

II B-17, while putting one man in 

harm’s way, rather than ten. It’s nick-

name of “the thud” is extremely unkind 

to a bird that saw so many of it’s kind 

shot down by the enemy.  

 

Finally, no discussion of Vietnam era 

war birds is complete without praising 

the B-52 Stratofortress. It became op-

erational in 1952 and is still operation-

al today. Nicknamed “the buff”, it flew 

more than 125,000 combat sorties in 

Vietnam with 17 B-52’s lost to enemy 

action. It was the weapon that our ad-

versaries feared the most and for 

good reason.     

 

This is a stunning venue for our 2012 

reunion. We who served are at home 

here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chuck DeBellevue’s Speech 

 

The first U.S. Air Force weapons sys-

tems officer to become an ace during 

the Vietnam War told members and 

guests of the Tan Son Nhut Associa-

tion, “It’s nice to be among heroes.” 

 

Col. Charles “Chuck” DeBellevue 

(USAF, ret.) was the featured guest 

speaker at for the Tan Son Nhut Asso-

ciation at its annual Reunion banquet 

Friday, Oct. 12, at the National Muse-

um of the United States Air Force in 

Dayton, OH.  He said that his success 

in Vietnam was all about team work, 

integrity, discipline, and leadership. 

 

DeBellevue praised those who were 

stationed at Tan Son Nhut Air Base 

near Saigon during the Vietnam War.  

The retired Air Force Colonel noted 

that those who served at TSN came 

from all walks of life.  Some, he said 

were drafted.  Some joined the military 

to serve their country.  Those at TSN 

he said “… rose to the occasion and 

did a hell of a job in a very bad situa-

tion.” 
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In his opinion, the U.S. “could have 

won the war easily” but instead “gave 

it away.”  He said it “took a lot of cour-

age” to serve.  He said he is “proud to 

be a part of you.”  After DeBellevue’s 

presentation, the Colonel was granted 

lifetime membership in the TSNA. 

 

DeBellevue narrated several pieces of 

F-4 gun camera video of enemy MiG 

shoot downs over North Vietnam.  He 

personally logged 220 combat mis-

sions, including 96 over North Vi-

etnam. 

 

“Courage,” the Vietnam ace said, “is 

not about the absence of fear but is 

about controlling your fear.  Courage 

is doing what you’re told to do.” 

 

April 16, 1972, started early for the 

then-Captain DeBellevue.  A 4:30 a.m. 

briefing finally gave them what they 

had been waiting to hear.  The target 

for that day was downtown Hanoi.  

“We’ve been waiting for this a long 

time,” he recalled the briefing officer’s 

parting words.  “Let’s do a good job.”  

The U.S. resumed bombing of Hanoi 

and Haiphong because the North had 

invaded South Vietnam.  He said that 

it was a good day because no one got 

shot down that day.  It was the first 

bombing strike against North Vietnam 

since 1968.  But it was not until nearly 

one month later (May 10, 1972), that 

DeBellevue got his first MiG as he and 

F-4 pilot Steve Ritchie rolled into a 

firing position behind a MiG-21, 

launched two Sparrows and scored a 

kill with the second missile. 

 

His sixth and final MiG kill was on 

September 9, 1972. 

 

DeBellevue said he wrote a simple  

note home to his wife every day:  “I 

was alive last week.”  Details of his 

day-to-day activities in Vietnam did 

not come until much later. 

 

TSNA President George Plunkett had 

one word for DeBellevue’s presenta-

tion:  “Wow” is all he could say as he 

took the podium after the Vietnam 

War ace had finished with his presen-

tation and with questions and an-

swers. 

 

Rich Carvell 

TSNA VP 

 

MILITARY ORDER  

OF THE DRAGON 

 

In 2007, the Board of Directors ap-

proved the establishment of an Award 

to recognize extraordinary perfor-

mance and activities by a member of 

the Tan Son Nhut Association which 

advances the stated purposes of the 

Association.  

 

The Award, called the Tan Son Nhut 

Military Order of the Dragon, was so 

named because in Vietnam the Drag-

on symbolizes power and excellence, 

valor and audacity, heroism and per-

severance, nobility and divinity. A 

Dragon defeats all obstacles until 

achieving success.  

 

Written nominations for this or any 

Award, setting forth specific justifica-

tion in support of the nomination, are 

submitted either to the President (for 

members of the Board) or to the 

Board (for everyone else). If anyone 

believes a person is worthy and 

should be nominated for any Award, 

do not hesitate to take action! 

This year’s recipients of this award 

were:  Tobey Salisbury, Dale Bryan, 

and Bob Laymon. 

Three new awards were created by 

the awards committee this year, 

 

First is the Supreme Military Order of 

the Dragon. Requirements for this 

award are that the person be a previ-

ous dragon award recipient and who 

has, by his or her efforts, contributed 

significantly to the operation of the 

association for a sustained period of 

time. 

 

There are no recipients of the award 

this year. 

 

The next new award is the Anchor 

Award. 

Requirements are - a member who is 

steadfast in allegiance to the associa-

tion. One who has attended most of 

our reunions, regardless of the cost, 

location or time of year; or a member 

who can be called upon to help as 

needed, a “go to” person.  

 

This year’s recipients of this award 

are:  Bill and Mary Ann Carlson, and 

Bill Coup. 

 

The third new award is the Golden 

Knight Award. 

 

Qualifications for this new award are 

as follows: 

 

A member or non-member who has a 

prolonged record of helping the poor, 

the homeless, the underprivileged or 

who assists Veterans of any era and 

their families.  

 

The recipient of this award this year is: 

Dr. Jim Stewart. 

Dale Bryan receiving his Military Order 

of the Dragon. 
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President’s Column 

“CQ” 

 

"Success has many fathers and failure 

is an orphan", author unknown.  

 

While I greatly appreciate Jim Faulk-

ner's kind words, the following standing 

ovation and toast, the success of our 

Dayton Reunion belongs in large part to 

the efforts of ALL of the Board of Direc-

tors and the Memorial Bench Commit-

tee.  

  

My personal highlight was introducing 

Jenna Grassbaugh, the great ovation by 

our members is something that I will 

never forget. I look forward to introduc-

ing other military widows at future reun-

ions.   

  

Andy Csordas, our "boots on the 

ground" in Chattanooga, is checking out 

hotels/motels and I have asked the Visi-

tors and Convention Bureau to solicit 

proposals on our behalf.     

  

The memorial bench dedication cere-

mony laid to rest some of my demons, I 

sincerely hope it did for all of you also. 

  

Thank you for being such loyal and sup-

portive members. 

  

It is an honor to serve you. 

  

George 

 
TOM TESSIER’S TALK  

 

By:  Dale Bryan 

TSNA Secretary 

 

TSNA Member Tom Tessier and two 

others gave a briefing that explained 

how launch locations of 122 mm rock-

ets that were fired upon Tan Son Nhut 

AB could be pinpointed.  I found this 

presentation very interesting because 

I was there when the first rockets hit 

the base on February 18, 1968.  I also 

vividly remember a subsequent attack.  

All I can say is that it occurred be-

tween February 18 and May 2 since I 

rotated out on May 2 to my new as-

signment on Guam. 

Locating launch points was a matter of 

triangulation from two or more obser-

vation towers that were on the base.  

With two or more azimuth readings, 

the launch site could be determined to 

know where to focus return fire.  

There was a two factored problem:  

The exhaust of the rocket was short 

lived and not very vivid as a light 

source.  The rocket launch often oc-

curred in a view to the tower observer 

that included bright lights in the back-

ground.  The bright lights were usually 

the perimeter lights of the base, and 

they were there for a most valid rea-

son – security.  Bright lights obscuring 

the rocket trail is somewhat analogous 

to a radar target being hidden by 

ground clutter. 

 

I never saw any exhaust trails during 

the attack of February 18 because I 

observed it from the roof of my quar-

ters that were off base near 3rd Army 

Field Hospital.  However, I did ob-

serve the base chapel go up in flames 

and an explosion in one of the RF-4C 

revetments.  I was near Base Opera-

tions during the subsequent attack.  

First there were explosions, and we all 

took cover.  Then quiet.  Then, we all 

went outside and looked across the 

runways complex toward the church 

on the north parameter; the church 

was referred to (including pictures of 

it) during the briefing.  Tracer fire was 

directed toward the church area.  

Then what initially looked like incom-

ing tracers came from near the 

church.  Not tracers!  Incoming rock-

ets!  It was time to take cover again.  

From my viewpoint, the rocket ex-

hausts were fairly vivid because the 

background was relatively dark.  I can, 

having viewed these rockets, be ap-

preciative of the difficulty of the tower 

occupants’ task.  Consider they were 

performing their observing function 

while looking into bright lights when 

sitting in an exposed tower.  Thank 

you for helping protect me.  Proof of 

your success is that I am writing this 

today. 

 

Part of the presentation consisted of 

pictures of museums in the Saigon 

area, including one near the church on 

the base’s north perimeter.  It seems 

that all have in their name a reference 

to American aggression.  Such is the 

nature of the propaganda associated 

with war. 

American Veterans Traveling Tribute  

October 13, 2012 

By Bill Coup 
 

On Saturday a bus full of us visited 

the American Veterans Traveling Trib-

ute at the Greene County Fairgrounds 

in Xenia, Ohio. We were greeted with 

“Welcome Home” as we departed the 

bus by fellow veterans in yellow tee 

shirts. We had a good time and found 

the tribute to be both moving and in-

teresting. 

 

The field was bordered with American 

flags blowing in the wind. Across the 

back was an 80 percent scale version 

of the Vietnam Memorial Wall contain-

ing all of the names on the actual wall 

in Washington, D.C. It is as impres-

sive in its own way as the original. 

 

The Vietnam Memorial was not the 

only one in the tribute. The others are 

The Gold Dog Tag Memorial, the 911 

Memorial, the Walk of Heroes, Vi-

etnam Remembered, World War II 

and the Korean War. The tribute also 

honors the casualties at Fort Hood, 

our Police and Fire personnel as well 

as FBI agents killed in the line of duty. 

Our Founding and Historical Docu-

ments are displayed as well as a gal-

lery of our Commanders in Chiefs 

through the years. 

 

The Gold Dog Tag Memorial displays 

a gold dog tag for each individual who 

has died in action since Vietnam, in-

cluding the 9/11 attack and the Global 

War on Terror. Each tag includes the 

full name, branch of service, rank, 

date and location of death for the indi-

vidual.  

 

The 911 Memorial contains each 

name and the individual’s location at 

the time of their death. 

 

The Walk of Heroes is a series of dis-

plays that illustrate our country’s histo-

ry as well as the conflicts the United 

States was involved in to defend our 



 

REVETMENTS                                                                          8                                                                 NOVEMBER 2012 

freedom and showing that “Freedom 

is not Free.” 

 

Vietnam Remembered is a display of 

paintings of the war to see, education 

and reflection concerning our involve-

ment there. 

 

Both World War II and the Korean 

War displays ensure that all veterans 

are remembered and the Korean War 

display also includes battle maps and 

a timeline of the conflict. 

 

The American Veterans Traveling 

Tribute travels the nation to honor, 

respect and remember those who 

served. I highly recommend going to 

see it if it appears in your area. For 

more information visit their website at 

www.avtt.org or call (903) 714-8634.  

 

 

 

Thank You AVTT!! 

 

 

Secretary’s Column 

 

Many members attended the TSNA 

reunion from October 11 to 14, and it 

was a pinnacle event in the annals of 

the TSNA.  At this one, in addition to 

meeting with special friends, we dedi-

cated on the grounds of the National 

Museum of the U. S. Air Force our 

memorial bench that honors all who 

gave the ultimate sacrifice or served 

at Tan Son Nhut AB, Vietnam.  Pic-

tures of and other columns about the 

memorial and its dedication may be 

found elsewhere in this edition of Re-

vetments. 

 

For the TSNA Board of Directors, the 

reunion also meant business in the 

form of the director’s meeting, and the 

primary purpose of this edition of my 

occasional columns is to pass along 

some highlights from it that are of in-

terest to all members.  I will not bore 

you with some of the more mundane, 

routine administrative matters.  

Among the matters of interest are the 

makeup of the board and the locations 

of future reunions. 

 

Your association now has a vice presi-

dent to share the organizational con-

trols with President George Plunkett.  

He is Richard Carvell who moves up 

from being Director of Public Rela-

tions, and he will continue to fulfill the 

public relations role.  That means we 

have a directorship position to fill, and 

the person who fills it will be Director 

of Veteran Services.  I’m asking any-

one interested in filling the slot to con-

tact me directly at: 

 dale_f_bryan@yahoo.com.   

 

Someone who has worked with the 

VA in some capacity or has a back-

ground is working for or with govern-

ment agencies is a preferred candi-

date.  Chaplain Chaffee also became 

a member of the board as a non-

voting ethical advisor.  He attended 

the meeting at the reunion and will 

attend all future meetings.  His email 

inbox will now overflow with TSNA 

Board memos.  Hundreds, if not thou-

sands, of email memos move among 

the board during the entire calendar 

year as it conducts the business of 

your association. 

 

The 2013 reunion will be in Chatta-

nooga, TN, and the 2014 reunion will 

be at the place of the very first one 

ever held – Evansville, IN.  They will 

occur in the May/June time frame as 

we move reunion time from fall to 

spring, to avoid continuing reunion 

conflicting dates with other Vietnam 

veterans groups with which we share 

the same members.  We are also 

planning to place a memorial plaque 

at Evansville to commemorate its be-

ing the birthplace of our association. 

 

Presentations by our members of 

events at Tan Son Nhut AB or those 

relating to it are always a reunion high 

point.  If you are interesting if giving a 

presentation at Chattanooga or Ev-

ansville, please contact an association 

officer or board member. 

 

The design of our wreath to be pre-

sented on Veterans’ Day on Novem-

ber 11 at “The Wall” in Washington, 

DC was also on the board agenda.  It 

will be similar to the central wreath 

seen at the dedication in Dayton. 

 

At the reunion’s banquet, awards were 

presented to some members for their 

contributions to the association.  I’m 

most honored and very humbled to be 

the recipient of one of them.  The con-

tributions of many more members are 

still unrecognized, so awards will be 

presented at future reunions including 

the one in Chattanooga.  We need 

nominations from all members, not 

just those on the board, for persons to 

receive an award.  If you want to nom-

inate a person you deem worthy, 

please contact an association officer 

or board member.  It will be submitted 

to the TSNA Awards Committee for 

their consideration. 

 

Lastly, this being November, let me 

wish all of you a memorable Veterans’ 

Day and a Blessed Thanksgiving. 

 

Dale Bryan, TSNA Secretary 
 
 

http://www.avtt.org/
mailto:dale_f_bryan@yahoo.com


 

REVETMENTS                                                                          9                                                                 NOVEMBER 2012 

OTHER DAYTON RELATED NEWS 

 

Jan Pierre and her father 

 

Johnnie Jernigan writes:  Jan had 

heard from our Museum contact, Jane 

Leach, that there was a Tan Son Nhut 

reunion taking place and we were 

dedicating a memorial.  Since her Dad 

was at TSN and was now in the Hos-

pital and couldn’t come to the reunion 

she wanted something to give 

him.  Jane introduced me to her on 

one of my trips and I gave her a Wel-

come Home Card to give to her 

Dad.  I also promised her a coin the 

next time I was there.  When George, 

Carol, and I went to see Jane the 

Thursday before the Dedication, I took 

a coin and coin holder and asked 

George to present it to her to give to 

her Dad.  It had gotten around the Gift 

Shop and many of her co-workers 

were there to watch her receive the 

coin.  Also a photographer just hap-

pened to be there also  and took the 

picture. I had asked for a copy of the 

picture and she sent it with the e-mail 

explaining how her Dad reacted. 

 

Here is Kim’s email to Johnnie: 

 

The Tan Son Nhut Association held a 

dedication ceremony at the Museum 

this weekend.  My father was sta-

tioned at Tan Son Nhut but is in the 

hospital at this time and was unable to 

come see the memorial.  

 

When the Association heard about my 

Dad they presented me with a coin to 

give to him along with a card that says 

Welcome Home. I was very touched 

by their thoughtfulness.  When I gave 

my Dad the coin he was on a ventila-

tor and not able to talk but he could 

write things down and get his thoughts 

across.  He held up a hand and 

showed that he had been in Viet Nam 

five times.  My younger sister was 

there and she always thought Dad 

was in Arizona or Idaho, anywhere but 

Viet Nam, my Mom didn’t want her to 

worry.  I remember watching the news 

with my Mom every night to see if 

there was any news of Dad.  My Dad 

wrote down on his tablet that when he 

came home people threw rocks at 

him.  It was very emotional for him to 

recall that time.  He has been in the 

hospital for seven months now and 

what you gave him was priceless.  He 

got some of his old fighting spirit 

back.  I can never thank you all 

enough for that.  He finally got the 

welcome home he has missed out on 

for all these years.  God bless you all 

for what you are doing for our Viet 

Nam Vets! 

EDITOR’S NOTE: HE IS OFF THE 

VENTILATOR NOW!!  

 

Our Banquet Program Printer 

 

Michael Newman, owner of Go Color 

printing in Rochester, NY. holding a 

TSNA challenge coin presented to him 

by Gary Redlinski on behalf of the Me-

morial Committee. 

 

Mike, a Vietnam era veteran, took the 

challenge of printing up the Dedication 

Program with superior quality and 

short notice, at a deeply discounted 

cost. 

DOOR PRIZE WINNER! 

“Robbie” Robertson was the winner of 

the “Sunrise at The Wall” framed pho-

to donated to TSNA by Angela Pan 

Photography. It will be enjoyed by 

Robbie and by his daughter, TSNA 

Life Member  Angela Duncan. 

 

Other Reunion Photos 

Bobby White, Lynn Patton, Jimmy 

Smith.  Christmas is coming, Santa’s 

are already here!! 

 

Joe Thompson and Gary Fields in 

Dress Uniform. Thanks, guys! 

 

In the December Revetments: 

 

More from Dayton that didn’t fit in 

this month’s issue, including the 

presentation to Susie Ahrens and 

thoughts and pictures from Charles 

Templeton. 

SEE YA IN CHATTANOOGA!! 
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Tan Son Nhut Association 
P. O. Box 236 
Penryn PA 17564 

TSNA and its officers, directors, employees and agents do not make any guarantees of any kind about the content, accuracy, or 
timeliness of information in the TSNA newsletter, Revetments. The use of information from this newsletter is strictly voluntary and at 
the user’s sole risk.  TSNA shall not be liable for any damages of any kind related to the information in this newsletter. The opinions 
expressed in the newsletter are those of the authors and do not constitute the opinion or policy of TSNA. 

 IN MEMORIAM 

NEW MEMBERS 

David G. Flanders daveo43@gmail.com. Sept 67 - Jan 68 SAF 9th SAC Wing 

Ezra Wilson Sharon Jernigan’s Father  N/A N/A 

Ralph Fox donafox@msn.com Aug 67 - May 68  616 MAC 

Charles Templeton chuckt1945@gmail.com Oct 68 - Nov 69 377th SPS 

David R. Stringer drstringer46@yahoo.com Jul 68 - Apr 75 31st ARRS 39th ARRS 20th MAS 776TAS 

Bobby L. White bobbywhite3@charter.net. Mar 67 - Mar 68 1884 Comm. Squadron 

Earnest J. Wymer aidenalpin@sbcglobal.net. Nov 65 - Nov 66 377th Security Police Squadron 

David R. Behr dbehr@rochester.rr.com Aug 70 - Sep 71 1876 Communications Squadron 

With regrets, we inform you of the death of long time TSNA Member Taylor B. McKinnon. He was a Life Member of TSNA, 
having joined in 1997. He was at TSN May 65 to May 66 with the 33rd TAC Group.  He enjoyed the TSNA reunions he at-
tended. 
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