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Photos in this issue courtesy of 

one or all of the following:  Rich 

Carvell, George Bontya, Gary 

Fields, Joe Kricho, Lois Fry, Hey-

ward Hill. 

 

HOSPITALITY SUITE ACTIVITIES: 

George Plunkett, telling our reunion 
attendees that Air Force Cross Recipi-
ent Colonel (Ret) Jim Harding is in the 
house. He flew 596 combat missions 
during three tours in SE Asia and is 
one of America's top fifty most heavily 
decorated military veterans of all time. 
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2015 REUNION BANQUET 
(Presenting the Colors) 

Smoky Shadows Combined  
Girl Scout Color Guard 

 

(Missing Man Table Presentation) 

 

PAUL GALANTI 

2015 REUNION BANQUET 

GUEST SPEAKER 

 

By:  Rich Carvell 

TSNA Vice-President 

 

Retired Navy Commander and former 

Prisoner of War in North Vietnam, 

Paul Galanti, proved that he knows 

how to keep an audience rolling in the 

aisles.  As the guest speaker at the 

Tan Son Nhut Association’s annual 

Reunion banquet Friday night, May 

29, 2015, at Pigeon Forge, TN, Cmdr 

Galanti entertained TSNA members 

and guests with interesting stories and 

catchy phrases. 

 

But Galanti’s use of the famous quote 

attributed to Navy Vice Admiral James 

Stockdale, also a POW in North Vi-

etnam, probably brought the biggest 

laugh.  In 1992, Ross Perot asked 

Stockdale to be his running mate as 

TOUR OF GATLINBURG PLUS! 

 

On Friday May 29, two tour buses, 

filled with TSNA Veterans, spouses 

and  daughters left Main Stay Suites 

for a 'Three hour tour' of  the Great 

Smoky Mountains. Our tour guides 

filled us in on the history of the 

mountains, the people and their cul-

ture, wildlife and the effects of pollu-

tion/introduction of non-native plant 

and insect species on the mountain 

environment. Our ultimate Destina-

tion was 5500 ft elevation and the 

State Line between Tennessee and 

North Carolina before our return trip. 

We had a two hour shopping trip in 

downtown Gatlinburg before return-

ing to Pigeon Forge in the rain to 

prepare for the evening banquet fes-

tivities. A tidbit of information I never 

knew, Dollywood was originally 

known as Silver Dollar City so Bran-

son MO has nothing on these guys. 

Three of us got to experience the 

Gatlinburg Golf Club on Thursday. 

 

Gary Fields 

Director of Communications 

TSNA 
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an Independent on the Presidential 

ticket.  Stockdale was not told he 

would be participating in the October 

13, 1992, vice-presidential debate 

held in Atlanta, Georgia, until a week 

before the event.  So, he had little for-

mal preparation for the debate.   

 

Debate moderator Hal Bruno of ABC 

News asked Stockdale for an opening 

statement … leading to the now-

famous response from Stockdale, 

"Who am I?  Why am I here?"  In his 

speech to his fellow Vietnam Veter-

ans, Galanti used the Stockdale ques-

tions as a punch line to a story.   

 

Then, as Galanti gathered his 

thoughts for his next pitch, he checked 

his notes, glanced up, then down 

again, and exclaimed as he searched 

his outline, “Why am I here?”  The line 

drew a big laugh from the members of 

the crowd in the ballroom.   

Paul Galanti was an American Prison-

er of War during the Vietnam war.  

Galanti flew 97 combat missions in his 

A-4 Skyhawk before being shot down 

and captured on June 17, 1966.  He 

remained a prisoner of war of the 

North Vietnamese for nearly seven 

years and was released on February 

12, 1973.   

 

After being medically retired from the 

Navy in 1983, he became the first non

-pharmacist Executive Director of the 

Virginia Pharmaceutical Association.  

Joining the Medical Society of Virginia 

staff in September 1991, Galanti be-

came the Executive Vice President of 

the society on January 1, 1993. 

 

Galanti serves on the Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs' Advisory Committee 

on former POWs.  The Virginia War 

Memorial in Richmond, VA, has an 

education wing named "The Paul & 

Phyllis Galanti Education Center," and 

he serves as commissioner.  In 2009, 

Paul was appointed as the 2nd Com-

missioner of the Virginia Department 

of Veterans Service.   

 

Galanti's decorations from his time in 

the Navy include the Silver Star, com-

bat awards of two Legions of Merit 

and the Bronze Star Medal, nine com-

bat Air Medals, and two Purple 

Hearts.  He also was inducted into the 

Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame in No-

vember 2005, and a replica of his A-

4C from the Navy Light Jet Attack 

Squadron 216 (VA-216) aboard the 

carrier, USS Hancock, is on display at 

the Virginia Aviation Museum in Rich-

mond.   
 
Thank you Commander Galanti for 
allowing us to use the following poem 
you quoted at the banquet. 
 

 

One More Roll   By CAPT Jerry Coffee, USN (Ret) 

 

We toast our hearty comrades now fallen from the sky; 

 

Were gently caught by God's own hand to dwell with him on high; 

 

To dwell among the soaring clouds they knew so well before; 

 

From victory roll to tail chase at Heaven's very door; 

 

And as we fly among them there, we sadly hear their plea; 

 

Take care, my friend, watch your six and do one more roll for me.  

 

*** Tapped to several Vietnam POWs in HOA Lo Prison (The Hanoi Hilton) 

Following Commander Galanti’s 

speech, Awards were presented to 

the following individuals: 

 

Supreme Military Order of the Drag-

on:  Bob Chaffee and George Plun-

kett. 

 

Military Order of the Dragon: 

Bill Coup and Kerry Nivens  

(See Pictures) 

 

Anchor Award:  Michelle Peele (see 

Picture)  

 

Golden Knight Award:  Trish Plunkett 

and Dr. Gracie Liem Galloway. 

 

In addition, a new endowed award 

named in honor of our late President 

Emeritus, Don Parker, the “Boots on 

the Ground Award” was given to Trish 

and George Plunkett. 
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A Dedication at Pigeon Forge 

 

By: Dale Bryan  

TSNA Secretary 

At our just concluded reunion at Pi-

geon Forge, Tennessee, we left a me-

mento of our having convened again. 

Our bench, with an accompanying 

plaque, on the grounds of the LeConte 

Center of Pigeon Forge was dedicated 

on May 30. We hope that many visi-

tors to the convention center or those 

walking along the Riverwalk Green-

way will see the plaque and be inquisi-

tive enough to ask where is or what is 

Tan Son Nhut if they are not already 

aware. Actually, it’s sad that most 

Americans today know absolutely 

nothing about the Vietnam War. Sad-

der still: many today, as during the 

war, do not even care. This dedication 

strives to rectify that, and it fulfills our 

continuing to invoke and act on Article 

I, Section 2, paragraphs 1) and 2) of 

the Association Bylaws. I’m not going 

to quote the applicable bylaws para-

graphs. I want to force you to go to 

our Website and read them. The in-

scription on the plaque exhibits that 

we are working to keep the memory of 

Tan Son Nhut AB and those who 

served there alive. The inspirational 

words were penned by Chaplain Bob 

Chaffee. 

We are indebted to the City of Pigeon 

Forge, the Forever Parks Foundation, 

and our members who served on the 

Memorial Committee for the success 

of our dedication. The members of the 

committee are Chaplain Bob Chaffee, 

Bill Coup, Gary Fields, Joe Kricho, 

and Kerry Nivens. It is my privilege to 

serve as the committee Chair. The 

committee will now begin work to 

place a memorial at Huntsville, Ala-

bama in 2016. We will have great 

“boots on the ground” for that project 

in the person of Kerry Nivens who re-

sides in Huntsville. 

A highlight of the bench dedication 

was the appearance of an honored 

guest in the guise of our national sym-

bol – an American Eagle. We thank 

The United States Eagle Center at 

Dollywood for bringing her to the Le-

Conte Center to highlight the dedica-

tion ceremony. Below is a picture of 

the eagle and her handler at our 

bench. Note the Little Pigeon Forge 

River in the background. 

This unveiling would not have oc-

curred without the help of Simon Brad-

bury of the City of Pigeon Forge. He 

worked closely with the TSNA Memo-

rial Committee to implement the forg-

ing of the plaque pictured, and to have 

our bench on a site overlooking the 

Little Pigeon Forge River. Many who 

attend events at the center will relax 

on our bench and observe our plaque. 

Memorial Committee Members from left to 
right:  Joe Kricho, Bill Coup, Dale Bryan 
(chair), Chaplain Bob Chaffee, Kerry Nivens, 
Gary Fields 

I now look forward to working with the 
Memorial Committee and President 
Randall Brown to bring you another 
memorial ceremony in Huntsville, AL 
in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also present at the Bench Dedication 

Ceremony (as well as Friday’s Ban-

quet and other activities) was our Spe-

cial Guests, Jennifer McKnight, widow 

of Marine Robert McKnight, who died 

in 2013 from service connected inju-

ries and illness contracted during his 

military service in Iraq.  Next to her is 

Robert’s mother, Karen Edwards. 

They are flanked by President Emeri-

tus George Plunkett, and his wife, 

Trish. 
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Joe signs a book for Sharon Jernigan. 

 

Joseph L. Galloway Book Signing 

 

By Bill Coup 

TSNA Director 

 

The Tan Son Nhut Association was 

honored by the presence of Joseph L. 

Galloway, one of the authors of “We 

Were Soldiers Once…and Young”.  

The co-author was Lieutenant General 

Harold G. Moore (Retired), who com-

manded the troops depicted in the 

book.  Mister Galloway signed his 

book from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Satur-

day, 30 May 2013.  Mister Galloway 

honored us by being present at our 

banquet on Friday night. 

 

For those who are not familiar with the 

action portrayed in the book, it was 

about the first large force land battle 

between North Vietnamese soldiers 

and U. S. Army soldiers of the 1st Cav-

alry Division (Airmobile) of the Vi-

etnam War during November 1965 in 

the Ia Drang Valley, in the Central 

Highlands of South Vietnam.  It was a 

bloody, hard fought battle with signifi-

cant losses on both sides.  Mister Gal-

loway was there as a correspondent 

and tells many personal stories of sol-

diers who fought there, some of whom 

did not survive.  He has included an 

appendix in the book of those Ameri-

cans who died there. 

 

Mr. Galloway sat at a table with stacks 

of the books that he personally auto-

graphed for those who purchased 

them.  Many were for TSNA members 

and others were purchased by mem-

bers to give friends and relatives. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joe and his wife, Dr. Gracie Liem Galloway 
relax outside the Hospitality Suite 
 

Saturday Evening,  

May 30, 2015 
 

By Joe Kricho 

TSNA Director 

 

Except for Sunday morning’s depar-

ture breakfast, the Door Prize draw-

ings and the Silent Auction would be 

the last official activities of our 2015 

Reunion. This year we had a new 

Master of Ceremonies, Gary Fields, 

who is also our new Director of Com-

munications. Gary was assisted by 

Charles Penley and Dale Bryan. Every 

reunion attendee gains an automatic 

entry into the Door Prize drawings. 

The winners of the Door Prizes were: 

Gary Bird; Nathan Sisco; Charles 

Gray; and Michael Swift. 

 

 

The next drawing was for the 50/50 

Raffle. Individuals may purchase as 

many tickets for this raffle as they 

want for $1.00 apiece. This year, the 

Association raised $668.00 Eric 

Arentz’s portion was $334.00. Howev-

er, he only took $150.00 of that, and 

generously donated the remaining 

$184.00 back to the Association’s 

General Fund. Congratulations Eric, 

and thank you. 

With the drawings over, it was now 

time to begin the Silent Auction. Each 

year, members generously donate 

items at no cost to the Association, 

and the net income from the auction of 

those items goes directly to the Asso-

ciation. Items donated include every-

thing from homemade cookies, to 

handmade crafts, collectible items, 

books, framed photographs, com-

memorative items, military memorabil-

ia, quilts, and more. 

Danny Bell-“Crew Dog” Series books. 

Gerald Sommerfeldt-Travel bag 
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TSNA logo item made from plastic 
bags by Debbie Gard.  Winning bidder 
also shown in the picture on the left - 
Bobby White 

Winning bidder Jim Lane (not pic-
tured) for Flight Jacket owned by 
Wayne Salisbury - donated by Tobey 
Salisbury. 

Hand-Carved A1-E WW II Fighter , 
with winning bidder Charles Temple-
ton. 

Jimmy Smith  with book by George 
Marrett. 
 

The "Communicators." This group all 

served in various communications 

career fields/units while assigned to 

Tan Son Nhut Airbase, Vietnam. From 

L-R: Robbie Robertson (1964CG); 

Bernard Bucholz (1876CS); Daniel 

Ortner (1876CS); Harold "Nick" Saden 

(1876CS-later at Danang AB); Ronald 

Gardner (1876CS); Andy Agan 

(1964CG); Joe Kricho (1876CS); and 

Bobby White (1884/1886CS). Missing 

were Jimmy Avera (1876CS); Dennis 

Byrnes (69SigBn); George Plunkett 

(1stMob); and Joseph Balch. 

GREAT FATHERS AND GREAT 
DAUGHTERS AS WELL!! 

 

 
 
 

TSNA Scholarship Program 

by 

Dale Bryan, TSNA Secretary 

   There were numerous, awe inspiring 

events and announcements at the 

reunion. An announcement that really 

stood above others was that at the 

banquet by outgoing president George 

Plunkett. He revealed that our Associ-

ation will now grant scholarships. To 

be a scholarship recipient, a student 

must be a direct descendent of an 

American or Vietnamese who served 

in the Republic of Vietnam between 

January 1, 1959 and April 30, 1975. 

The service may have been as a 

member of the military or as a civilian 

but must have a direct connection to 

Tan Son Nhut AB. 

   Maximum amount of any single 

scholarship grant will be $5,000.00. 

The newly formed Scholarship Com-

mittee has been tasked with imple-

menting and administering our pro-

gram. You will likely see nearly month-

ly updates in this newsletter as the 

committee conducts its business. 

   The complete scholarship guidelines 

as passed by the TSNA Board are 

reproduced on page 7 of this edition of 

Revetments. The committee will have 

some latitude while working within 

those guidelines, such as how to eval-

uate candidates that are home 

schooled. The committee might even 

request that the board amend the 

guidelines in the future. That will be 

their prerogative. One of the first ac-

tions of the committee will be identify-

ing methods to advertise our scholar-

ships. 

   A successful scholarship program 

requires the support of TSNA mem-

bers. You can help identify potential 

recipients of the scholarship as the 

committee issues advertising guide-

lines. You will be encouraged to post 

messages at local VFW and American 

Legion Halls or other locations. It is 

very likely that flyers about the pro-

gram will be available in the very near 

future. One never knows when we 

might encounter a Vietnam Veteran or 

one of their descendants. Members or 

anyone may make tax deductible con-

tributions to the Scholarship Fund. 

Gabriela Grant and Benny Goodman 

Angela Duncan and Robbie Robertson 
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Tan Son Nhut Association Scholarship 
 

ARTICLE I – Authority to Establish Scholarship 
Section 1 – Action of Board of Directors. The Tan Son Nhut Association (TSNA) Board of Directors by authority of Article XI, 
Section 2 of the Association Bylaws established this scholarship on March 6, 2015. 
 

ARTICLE II – Base Requirements 
Section 1 – Persons Eligible. The TSNA Scholarship is reserved for the direct descendants by blood or by legal adoption of 
those who served in the Republic of Vietnam for any period from January 1, 1959 to April 30, 1975. Service must have a con-
nection to Tan Son Nhut AB and must meet any of the following criteria: 

1. Service with the armed forces of the United States of America or the Republic of Vietnam. 
2. Service as a civilian on Tan Son Nhut AB as either an American or Vietnamese citizen. 

Section 2 – College Attendance. The scholarship recipient must be pursuing a four year degree as a resident student at a 
United States accredited college or university that grants bachelor or higher degrees. During the time of the recipient’s tenure at 
the institution, a grade point average (GPA) of 3.0, based on a 4 point scale, for each academic year shall be maintained. The 
scholarship recipient may begin their college career at a two year institution whose credits earned are transferrable to an educa-
tional institution granting bachelor or higher degrees. If institution attended is not in the United States, it will be the responsibility 
of the selection committee to determine if the institution meets the same criteria as a United States accredited school. 
Section 3 – College Majors. The college major must be one that leads to at least a bachelor degree in a specific subject. 
Section 4 – ROTC Participation. Planning to participate in Reserve Officer Training Corp (ROTC) is not a requirement for be-
ing offered a scholarship, but it will weigh in favor of an applicant. 
 

ARTICLE III – Selection Criteria 
Section 1 – Minimum Selection Requirement. The following are Criteria Minimum Requirements: 

1. An overall high school GPA of 3.0 on 4 point scale for at least six semesters. Applicant must prove by submitting copies 
of transcripts or by letter from the high school administration; 

2. Faculty/Administrator letter of recommendation. 

Section 2 – Other (Optional) Selection Criteria. The following may be invoked to further refine a selection session: 
1. Standardized Test Scores. Different types of tests will be subjected to algorithms to allow objective comparison; 
2. Community Activities; 
3. Written Essay; 
4. Participation in JROTC or other patriotic activities; 
5. Plans to pursue ROTC in college. 

Selection criteria shall be as objective as possible. 
Section 3 – Nondiscrimination. Selections shall be made without regard to race, national origin, religion, or gender. 
 

ARTICLE IV – Distribution of Benefits 
Section 1 – Maximum Benefit. Maximum benefit to any recipient will be $5,000.00.  
Section 2 – Amount of Benefit Each Year. The Selection Committee, in consultation with the TSNA Treasurer, will determine 
the amount of benefit for a given year. 
Section 3 – Benefit Distribution Schedule. Each academic year, one-fourth of benefits will be disbursed as direct payment by 
TSNA Treasurer to the educational institution as long as the recipient meets minimum requirements to maintain the scholarship. 

ARTICLE V – Maintaining Benefits 
Section 1 – Minimum Requirement to maintain benefit. At the end of each academic year, the recipient shall submit copies of 
college transcript or a letter from the registrar or other official to document that the following have been maintained: 

1. Overall GPA of 3.0 on a 4 four point scale; 
2. Completion of a minimum of 30.0 semester units during an academic year. If the institution uses a different scale to deter-

mine a full academic year, that metric will determine compliance. 

ARTICLE VI – Selection Committee 
Section 1 – Appointment. The TSNA President, in accordance with Article IX, Section 1 of the Association Bylaws and with 
advice and consent of the Board of Directors, will appoint five (5) TSNA members in good standing to the committee that will 
select the scholarship recipient(s).  

1. One member of the committee will be designated chair; 
2. Any committee member or any TSNA member under consideration for appointment to the committee shall, upon learning 

a relative is a scholarship candidate, immediately recuse their self from the committee. 
Section 2 – Term. Committee members shall be appointed to a term of two years. On the first round of appointments, three 
members will be appointed to terms of two years. The others will be appointed to terms of one year. 
Section 3 – Final Approval. The committee chair shall submit the name(s) of the proposed scholarship recipient(s) to the TSNA 
Secretary who will initiate an action of the Board of Directors to approve the recommended selection(s). 
Section 4 – Other Committee Responsibilities: 

1. Determine and establish methods to advertise and recruit candidates to apply for scholarships; 
2. Keep TSNA Secretary apprised of activities and progress via reports that shall be submitted at least quarterly; 
3. Notify TSNA Treasurer when scholarship distributions are required. 
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MORE  

FROM THE REUNION 

 

TSNA Reunion Remembrances! 

Good Day! Well, you have had time to 

attend and return from your TSNA 

FAMILY REUNION! Take your shoes 

off, get your favorite beverage and 

snack and take the time to think about 

and enjoy your memories and pho-

tos.  For a few days, you lived in some 

of the most beautiful scenery in this 

world! You ate some of the  delicious 

foods from the region and experi-

enced some down home local cook-

ing. The region is the most visited 

park in the East and you now know 

why. I guarantee that you saw all the 

sites and spent your money and took 

away gifts for your Loved Ones. Most 

of all, I wish and hope that you en-

joyed the TSNA and the local peoples 

and their hospitality!  

   We loved having you come and 

spend some of your valuable time with 

us! We are working on the next reun-

ion now! It does take a while. Thanks 

for answering the invitation and the 

Welcome Mat is now out for you to 

attend next year. It was a joy and 

pleasure meeting and sharing your 

time and presence. So, y'all come 

back and see us next time, you hear!!! 

   It has been our honor and pleasure 

to have made new friends and 

caught  up with old friends.  "Have a 

Heavenly Day" every day! See ya!        

You made our day! 

 

Sister Janice aka Cheerleader!!! 

TSNA Brothers and Sisters Rock!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charles Penley and Chaplain Chaffee 
manning the Registration Table 

Smoky Shadows Combined Girl Scout 
Color Guard.  Thank You! 

The Don Parker Memorial Award 
“Boots on the Ground” 

Commander Paul Galanti and Colonel 
Jim Harding.  Two highly decorated 

Vietnam Veterans 

Debbie Gard and her mother 
Doris Hays 

George and Trish Plunkett receive the 
first “Boots on the Ground” Award. 

Commander Galanti and the Tidwell’s 
share a moment after the banquet. 

We had the privilege of having the   
eagle both inside and outside. 

A scene on the Friday morning tour. 
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The First Signal Brigade 

 

By Rich Carvell 

TSNA Vice-President 

 

What do old friends do when they 

meet again after 48 years?   

 

They sit down and talk, remember 

good – and not so good – times at 

Tan Son Nhut Air Base, and get ac-

quainted all over again. 

 

Such was the case at the 2015 Tan 

Son Nhut Reunion in Pigeon Forge, 

TN.  The “old friends” are all U.S. Ar-

my soldiers who served together at 

Tan Son Nhut in the 1st Signal Brigade 

… Clayton Walden, Dennis Byrnes, 

and Gary Conner … but who have not 

seen one another since they left Vi-

etnam in 1968.  They fought the battle 

and all lived through the 1968 Tet Of-

fensive.   

 

The Signal Corps, according to https://

armyhistory.org was tasked with 

providing reliable communications for 

U.S. and allied troops during the Vi-

etnam War.  The largest Signal Corps 

unit organized for the war was the 1st 

Signal Brigade, which had a peak 

strength of 21,000 soldiers in 1968 

and was the largest brigade in the 

U.S. Army at the time.  The soldiers of 

the 1st Brigade often came under fire 

and fought as combat troops when 

necessary, especially during the Tet 

Offensive in January – February 1968. 

The 69th Signal Battalion played a key 

role in the defense of Tan Son Nhut 

Air Base near Saigon. 

 

Conner was the first to learn that one 

of his former Army buddies was at the 

TSNA Reunion when he checked in at 

the desk.  Conner said that Charles 

Penley, a former member of the 377th 

Security Police Squadron at Tan Son 

Nhut and the keeper of the registration 

desk for the Reunion, told him that 

there was another attendee from the 

1st Signal Brigade.  Penley pointed 

across the room at Clayton Walden 

who lives in Pleasant View, TN. 

 

Conner said he hurried across the 

room and interrupted Walden, who 

was seated at a table, talking with oth-

er Vietnam Veterans.  Connor said he 

couldn’t believe that he was face-to-

face with another man who had 

served in Vietnam in the same outfit 

as he had.  The more they talked, the 

more they remembered.  Walden said 

they talked about people both knew at 

Tan Son Nhut.   

 

And as Conner and Walden talked, 

they learned another interesting fact.  

They live just 45 or 50 miles apart in 

Tennessee … Conner at Fairview, TN, 

and Walden at Pleasant View, TN.   

 

Byrnes checked in later in the day, 

and Penley delivered a similar mes-

sage to him as he had given to Con-

ner.  Byrnes is a member of the Tan 

Son Nhut Association since 1998 and 

lives in Royersford, PA, but Conner 

and Walden were walk-ins for the Re-

union.  They had learned about the 

annual event, held this year in Pigeon 

Forge, through a Google search and 

decided to attend the Reunion.   

 

The serendipitous meeting among the 

three men took place May 27, 2015, in 

the TSNA Hospitality Suite at the 

Mainstay Inn in Pigeon Forge.  It was 

the first time they had been in touch 

with one another in 48 years.   

 

All were involved in the defense of 

Tan Son Nhut Air Base when it was 

attacked in strength by Viet Cong sol-

diers and North Vietnamese Army reg-

ulars at about 2 a.m. on 31 January 

1968.  Byrnes said warning sirens 

went off at Tan Son Nhut, and a voice 

heard throughout the barracks shout-

ed, “This is NOT a drill.”   

 

If not for the work of the United States 

Air Force 377th Security Police 

Squadron, the US Army's two Task 

Force 35 platoons, and members of 

the U.S. Army's 3/4 cavalry 25th Infan-

try Division, early in the attack, the 

entire base may have been in danger.   

 

Gary Conner was on call for Task 

Force 35 the night of the attack and 

was alerted to report for duty as soon 

as the attack began.  So, he and oth-

ers defended the base from about 

3:00 a.m. until US Army reinforce-

ments arrived at daybreak.   

 

Conner said he remembers that beau-

tiful sight when US helicopters and 

warplanes began their attacks on the 

enemy force.  And with the dawn’s 

early light, Conner was surprised to 

see that the truck which he had driven 

to the rendezvous site in the early 

morning hours was riddled with bullet 

holes.   

 

Brynes said he grabbed an M-14 rifle 

– which he said he had not fired since 

basic training – and moved into a pre-

determined position.   

 

So, what is next?  Conner said they 

have located another member of the 

1st Signal Brigade Task Force 35, Tom 

Shearon, who also lives in Tennes-

see, and they have planned a get-

together in the near future.   

 

Both Conner and Byrnes were drafted 

and served two years each in the Ar-

my.  Walden enlisted in the Army and 

made a career of it, retiring after 26 

years.   

 

While the annual TSNA Reunion al-

ways is a good time for Vietnam Vet-

erans to gather, to talk, and to remem-

ber, the 2015 Reunion at Pigeon 

Forge probably will go down as an 

extraordinary time for these three 

men.   

Left to right:  Dennis Byrnes, Clayton Wal-

den, Gary Conner, and new TSNA Board 

Member, Andy Csordas. 

 

(Here is a link to Task Force 35 and 

the 377th during Tet:) 

http://www.377sps.org/tf35/index.html  

https://armyhistory.org
https://armyhistory.org
http://www.377sps.org/tf35/index.html
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Tan Son Nhut Association 
P. O. Box 236 
Penryn PA 17564 

TSNA and its officers, directors, employees and agents do not make any guarantees of any kind about the content, accuracy, or 
timeliness of information in the TSNA newsletter, Revetments. The use of information from this newsletter is strictly voluntary and at 
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