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 NOTATIONS FROM APPLICATIONS 
 

I first arrived in country 12 June, 1969.  Assigned to “C” 

Flight Bravo Sector.  Was assigned numerous bunkers, 

and sector patrol.  Finally ended up at Bravo Bunker 3. 

 

Received assignment to American Embassy.  Lived off 

base and wore civilian clothes.  Duties included:  guard 

captured prisoners who were assigned to live in a “safe 

house”, or with South Vietnamese family, in Saigon.  Also, 

guarded courier as they made daily deliveries from Ameri-

can Embassy to different facilities in Saigon and Air Ameri-

ca.  I was assigned to drive ‘chase car’ when 2nd in charge 

after Ambassador left the embassy and traveled to different 

locations in Saigon. 

 

After this assignment (about 5 months) reassigned to “C: 

Flight Bravo Sector and assigned to Bravo Bunker 8, next 

to golf course, until rotating home. 

 

Departed country 8 Jun 1970 

 

For identification purposes I am the Sgt Marinelli listed on 

the Squad Roster when looking under 377th SPS/

Bravo.org. 

 

Carmen Marinelli 

Bethlehem, PA 

377th Security Police Squadron 

Jun 69 - Jun 70 

 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER—AUGUST 2016 

 

For the years of putting together the words of “The Chap-

lain’s Corner” the month before the TSNA annual reunion 

we have used the same theme for a subject:  We gather 

together with Family, one with a historical theme, time 

spent in a far away land, a large city and an awareness of 

the mission set for us to fulfill, a national commitment.  

TSNA President, Randall Brown has defined the early 

schedule for the days at “Rocket City”.  The Corner theme 

continues—we are all a Big Family! 

 

For the few days together we respond to the words of Pope 

Pius XI “The family is more sacred than the state”. 

 

To fulfill this thought we go back a few centuries to Confu-

cius; “the strength of a nation derives from the integrity of 

the (home) FAMILY.” 

 

 So:  the TSNA family gathers to use words of another.  

Alex Haley puts a good closing thought for all at the TSNA 

Sept gathering, “In every conceivable manner, the family is 

a link to our past and bridge to our future.” 

 

To those gathering at Huntsville next month read these 

words you will find in John 15:13-15 of family and friends 

and then these additional words for you all.  Proust put it 

this way: “let us be grateful to people who makes us happy, 

they are the charming gardeners who makes our souls 

blossom!” 

 

End of Sermon 

 

Chaplain Bob Chaffee 

 

NOTATIONS FROM APPLICATIONS 

 

I  was involved in the early Patricia Lynn Project. They 

were 2 USAF RB57E recon acft the first jets assigned to 

Tan Son Nhut Airfield. I was involved in the early set up of 

that project. I have just published a book called the Patricia 

Lynn Project Vietnam War, The Early Years of Air Intelli-

gence. It details my year at Tan Son Nhut and the secret 

aircraft I worked on. You can get the book at iuniverse.com 

bookstore, Amazon or Barnes & Noble. I also have many 

pictures of Tan Son Nhut in 1964 and 65 in the book.  I 

have spent the last 4 years writing the book from letters I 

wrote to my wife that she saved. I am looking forward to 

attending the reunion in May.  

 

David L. Karmes 

405th Fighter Wing 

Det 1, 33rd CAMRON 

 

W hile in Vietnam, I was assigned to the 377th Security 

Squadron as a dog handler.  Our barracks were 

located in the 1300 area.  I was there during Tet.  My dog 

(Roscoe) and I were on the West side of TSN near the 

French Revetments. 

 

Also, I was there for the mini-tet, the first week of May, 

1968. 

 

James H. Newberg 

377th SPS Canine 

May 67 - May 68 
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2016 ELECTION OF VICE PRESIDENT, TAN SON NHUT ASSOCIATION, JUNE 2016 
 

There has been only one nomination for the position of Vice President of the Tan Son Nhut Association, but we 
still need to hold an official “election”. Please fill out the form below and send it according to the directions. 
 

BALLOT 
 

I VOTE TO ELECT THE FOLLOWING TO THE POSITION OF VICE PRESIDENT  OF THE TAN SON NHUT ASSOCIATION 
 
 
 
 

  Signed By:   NAME: ________________________________________   DATE:  __________________________ 
           

 PLEASE SUBMIT THE ABOVE FORM BY AUGUST 15, 2016 
 

If you complete and return by U.S. Mail, please send it to the following address:  Tan Son Nhut Association, P. O. Box 
236, Penryn PA 17564-0236 
 
If you complete and return via email, please send it to this address: dale_f_bryan@yahoo.com.  Note that there is an un-
derscore ( _ ), not a dot or space on both sides of the “f“ in his name. (The bylaws require that there be 30 days between 
the date of this announcement and the deadline for voting, so please have your ballots mailed or emailed by August 
15th. ) 

RICHARD CARVELL ______________________ 

AT THE REUNION 

FRIDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 23: 

At the Huntsville/Madison County Veterans Memorial, one 

of the items we will be seeing is a Memorial to the following  

Airman. 

Name: Elbert Austin Phillips 

Branch/Rank: United States Air Force/E6 

Date of Birth: 04 May 1934 

Home City of Record: HUNTSVILLE AL 

Date of Loss: 28 August 1968 

Country of Loss: LAOS 

Loss Coordinates: 175744 North 1023531 East 

Status (in 1973): Killed In Action/Body Not Recovered 

Aircraft/Vehicle/Ground: T28 

Other Personnel in Incident: Robert Miller, KIA/BNR  

His daughter, Teresa Schmitt, will be with us at the Memo-

rial, and at the Banquet Friday evening.  She wrote the fol-

lowing: 

“I am learning more and more about my father's mission in 

Laos and his demise. There are still so many questions 

unanswered so I ask that if anyone who reads this, served 

with my father or has any information on the T28 he was in 

that downed in the Mekong river on that date, to please 

contact me. He was a back seater in the T28 with pilot Maj. 

Robert Charles Miller of Hayward, CA. who has never been 

recovered”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

           

 

             

 

mailto:dale_f_bryan@yahoo.com
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COL John Reitzell (Ret) 

 

After a 28 year Army career, Colonel John Reitzell retired 

to Huntsville, Al, and is currently employed by Dynetics 

Inc, a Soldier centric Company that specializes in R&D and 

engineering for the guys at the pointy end of the spear. Col. 

Reitzell served in the 82d Airborne, the 4th Infantry, the 2d 

Infantry, the 2d Armored Divisions, the 173rd Airborne Bri-

gade, and commanded the famed 1st Battalion 509th Para-

chute Infantry and is in that unit’s Hall of Fame.  

 

His assignments began at platoon leader level and in-

creased in responsibility through Brigade Command. He 

commanded 2 Infantry Battalions of over 700 Soldiers and 

a Brigade of over 2,500. In combat Col. Reitzell served as 

a commander in Light Infantry, Parachute Infantry, and 

Ranger Infantry. After a tour at the United States Air Force 

Academy as “the Army guy” where he was the Officer In 

Charge of the United States Air Force Parachute Team, 

The Wings Of Blue, Col. Reitzell spent a year in Korea as 

the operations officer of the “Frontline Brigade” on the 

DMZ. What followed were multiple years in “black” Special 

Ops at Ft. Bragg, where he deployed on 36 “real world” 

operations in support of the US Counter Terrorism mission. 

Operations such as the invasion of Grenada, the response 

to the hijacking of TWA 847 and the seizing of the cruise 

ship Achille Lauro by terrorists are examples of these mis-

sions.  

 

Tom Clancy chronicles Col. Reitzell’s participation in the 

Achille Lauro response in the “Chase” Chapter of his book 

“Shadow Warriors,” and New York Times best selling 

author W.E.B. Griffin has dedicated his new series of nov-

els on the rising threat of terrorism to John. Col. Reitzell 

retired in 1997 as the Chief of Staff of the United States 

Army Infantry School at Ft. Benning, and was inducted into 

the Madison County, Al. Hall of Heroes in 2003. John 

speaks professionally for the Young America’s Foundation 

and has addressed college students on campuses across 

the country. He sits on the Board of Directors of the Ten-

nessee Valley Chapter of the National Defense Industrial 

Association and the Huntsville-Redstone Chapter of The 

Association of the United States Army.  

 

Congresswoman Mary Fallin of Oklahoma says about 

Col. Reitzell “that he should address Congress from the 

floor and educate the Members on the history of terrorism 

and the current threat” and Senator Jeff Sessions of Ala-

bama says “I’m glad John’s on our side.”  Col. Reitzell re-

tired with 3 Legions of Merit, 4 Bronze Stars with “V” device 

for valor, the Purple Heart, The Combat Infantryman’s 

Badge, Master Parachutist Badge with over 500 jumps, the 

Ranger Tab, and numerous other decorations from multiple 

services and countries. John’s wife Glenda is a Gubernato-

rial appointee to the U.S. Space and Rocket Commission 

and they have two grown children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colonel John Reitzell, U. S. Army (Ret.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR 2016 TSNA REUNION “HOME” 

 

FOUR POINTS BY SHERATON 

HUNTSVILLE AIRPORT 

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 
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                             OPEN TO ALL INTERESTED IN THE HISTORY AND LEGACY OF TAN SON NHUT AND THE VIETNAM CONFLICT 
  

                             Four Points by Sheraton Huntsville Airport, Huntsville, AL September 22 - 25, 2016 
  
           NAME___________________________________________BRANCH OF SERVICE_______________ 
  
             ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________________ 
  
             __________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
             PHONE______________________________________EMAIL________________________________ 
  
             NAME OF YOUR GUEST(S): __________________________________________________________ 
  
             PLEASE LIST ANY SPECIAL NEEDS:___________________________________________________ 

  REGISTRATION FEES  
NUMBER OF PERSONS ATTENDING________X $75. =_________ 

PRE-ORDER VIDEO OF 2016 REUNION____X$15.=_____ 
  
PAYMENT to TSNA MUST BE MAILED NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 6, 2016. 
  

PLEASE MAKE PAYMENTS PAYABLE TO THE “TAN SON NHUT ASSOCIATION” AND MAIL TO:  
  

TAN SON NHUT ASSOCIATION                                        
P. O. Box 236                                                                       
Penryn, PA 17564-0236 
 
              Reunion begins Thursday, 9-22-2016                            Reunion ends Sunday, 9-25-2016  

                                                         ACTIVITIES (NO EXTRA COST)   

Please check the Master Schedule for the timings of the following!! 
  

Access to the TSNA Hospitality Suite  (drinks, snacks, and war stories!)  ($10. daily if purchased separately.) 
  

TSNA Friday Banquet Buffet Dinner. ($30. if purchased separately.) 
(Please circle which activities that you are paying for separately, if you are not paying the full fee.) 
  

Friday morning tour of Redstone Arsenal and Huntsville/Madison County Veterans Memorial.  
  

     (Please indicate how many people will be taking this tour) =_________. 
  

Saturday morning Memorial Bench Dedication ceremony and tour of the U. S. Veterans Memorial Museum. 
  

     (Please indicate how many people will be taking this tour) =_________. 
  

      HOTEL RESERVATION INFORMATION 
  

Room rate has been group discounted to $103.00 per night, including tax.  This rate will be honored up to three 
days prior to and two days following the reunion.  Hotel reservations must be made no later than September 14, 
2016 to receive this special rate.  Two breakfast coupons are included in the guest room rate, for a hot breakfast. 
 
Here are links for you to access the site to learn more about the event and to book, modify, or cancel a reservation. Hold 
on your CTRL button, then click your mouse button: 

Tan Son Nhut (OR copy and paste the following link into a web browser): 
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1602029501&key=D93685F.   
  
(Editor’s Note:  DO NOT type in the words “Tan Son Nhut” into a web browser - you won’t get what you want.  
JUST CLICK on the wording Tan Son Nhut above, or the web address given.  Either one will take you to the same 
place.) 
  

  

                            Other hotel amenities include free parking and free Wi-Fi.              
 
 
                         Our Honored Guest Speaker is Colonel John Reitzell, U. S. Army Retired. 
 

       Tan Son Nhut Association 2016 Reunion Registration 

https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1602029501&key=D93685F
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1602029501&key=D93685F
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DIRECTIONS TO HUNTSVILLE 

(From Kerry Nivens:  kknivens@yahoo.com.) 

 

From Chattanooga, TN. I 24 W to US 72 W (Exit 152A) When you get into Huntsville 72 will change into I 565.  Continue 

on 565 to Exit 8 to the Airport. The hotel is located in the main Airport  building, second floor. 

 

From Nashville, TN. I 65 S to exit 340B in Alabama I 565 E to exit 8 follow the above direction to hotel. 

 

From Birmingham, AL.  I 65 N to Exit 340, I 565 to exit 8, follow to above direction to hotel. 

 

From West Memphis, AR. I 40 E to I 55 S to 240 E to 385 E to US 72 E. Follow 72 through MS to AL through Muscle 

Shoals, AL to US 72 Alternate follow 72 Alt. through Decatur, Al till 565. Exit 8 off of 565 and follow the above direction to 

hotel. 

 

The free parking lot for the hotel is a little confusing. I will have some type of sign or marking to show you where to enter 

the parking lot. 

 

 

           

 

             

 

 

           

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTATIONS FROM APPLICATIONS 

          

O riginally assigned to APO for a couple weeks, then to the main Post Office for a couple months, then to Tent City B 

where I worked most of the time.  Lived in Saigon at Dia Nam, then St. George.  I took the Navy bus or motorcycle to 

TSN daily.  Did some courier flights from TSN to outposts and back to TSN. 

 

Paul Mortensen 

Det 19, 9th Air Postal Squadron 

Mar 66 - Feb 67 

mailto:kknivens@yahoo.com.C:/Users/Larry%20Fry/Documents/AARP%20MEDICARE%20RX
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NOTATIONS FROM  
APPLICATIONS 

 TSNA Scholarship Winner 

 

By:  Rich Carvell 

12th RITS 

Jun 70 - Jun 71 

Chair, TSNA Scholarship Committee, and Vice President, 

TSNA 
 

Catherine Cacilie Clark of Virginia Beach, VA, is the recipi-

ent of the first Tan Son Nhut Association Scholarship.  She 

will receive $1,250 a year for her four years in college for a 

total of $5,000.   

 

The Scholarship is the brainchild of Emeritus TSNA Presi-

dent George Plunkett who first proposed the idea and guid-

ed it through Board deliberations and final approval by the 

membership.   

 

Clark says her goal is to earn a degree in veterinary medi-

cine after she finishes undergraduate studies in math and 

biology at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, VA.  She attended 

summer freshman orientation at Virginia Tech in July and 

begins her freshman year at Virginia Tech in August.   

 

Clark’s father is a Naval Officer.  Her grandfather is a Vi-

etnam Veteran, and a member of TSNA. 

 

Clark says that her father’s military service and living in 

many different parts of the country have allowed her to 

meet people from various backgrounds, and she looks for-

ward to expanding that part of her life as she begins her 

studies at Virginia Tech.   

 

In her application, Clark wrote, “Virginia Tech’s motto is Ut 

Prosim, or That I May Serve.  Service to others is very im-

portant to my entire family, and I plan to live out Ut Prosim 

during my time in college.” 

 

Clark was active in the band music program at her high 

school at Hanahan, SC.  Her band director, Dr. Gretchen 

Bowles, wrote in a letter of recommendation, “Catherine is 

extremely passionate, kind, vivacious, and outgoing; defi-

nitely the type of person anyone would want at their institu-

tion.  She excels academically as well as in the extracurric-

ular activities in which she participates.  Catherine is an 

extremely dedicated student.”  Dr. Bowles concluded her 

letter by writing, “Her dedication to the Hanahan High 

School band program is proof of her commitment to excel-

lence.”   

 

In high school, Clark also served as a mentor to elemen-

tary students which she says was a highlight of her senior 

year.  She wants to continue that type of service during her 

college years.   

 

Members of the TSNA Scholarship Committee who served 

with me are Susie Ahrens, Andy Csordas,  Jim Faulkner, 

and Hugh Penn.    

(After writing the above, I received a note from Catherine, 

as well as a picture:) 

 

"I am very honored and excited to have been selected 

as the first recipient of the TSNA Scholarship. As a 

young adult just beginning my college experience it is 

reassuring to have the funds to be able to attend a 

great school like Virginia Tech to study math and sci-

ence in hopes of becoming a veterinarian. As a Navy 

brat and the granddaughter of a Vietnam War veteran, 

being awarded this scholarship is especially meaning-

ful to me." 

 

Catherine Clark 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM ALL OF OUR TSNA MEMBERS 
 CONGRATULATIONS CATHERINE! 

 
 

 

I am originally from RI.  I arrived at TSN in late July 66.  I 

was assigned to 7th AF, guarding HQ.  Dec. 4th was my 

night off when we were attacked.  I put on my sneakers, 

couldn’t find my boots, fell out and ended up about 3 bun-

kers left of Curry on the MLR.  Later on I was transferred to 

ECHO sector and pretty much spent my nights on the 051 

bunker.  I left Nam in July 67.  “Thank God” 6 months later 

and I might not have come home. 

 

Richard E. Roberts 

377th Security Police 

Jul 66 - Jul 67 
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PLANTERS FOR THE VA 

 

By: George Plunkett, 1st Mobile Comm. Group, Oct 66 - Apr 67;  President Emeriti, TSNA 

 

In May of this year I was asked by a representative of the local VA Hospital in Columbia, SC if we (TSNA) would like to 

participate in donating something or doing something in recognition of PTSD Awareness Month. The representative was 

my daughter-in-law, JoAnna. She has a Master’s degree in social work and works exclusively with a team that treats 

PTSD patients. 

 

I contacted TSNA President Randall Brown and suggested that we purchase two planters to be placed at the entrance of 

the VA mental health facility. He queried the board of directors and they agreed with this suggestion. 

 

On June 30th the dedication ceremony took place. Plaques will be attached to the planters at a future date per the re-

quest of the VA. 

 

My comments follow. 

 

 6-30-16 VA PLANTER DEDICATION PROGRAM 

 

Good morning, and Welcome Home. 

 

Tan Son Nhut was the name of the air base located next to Saigon, South Vietnam. In the 1960’s and seventies it was 

one of the busiest airports in the world and one of the most powerful air bases in the world. 

 

In the early 90’s two former Air Force veterans who served at Tan Son Nhut were searching for their buddies, combined 

their efforts, and formed the Tan Son Nhut Association. 

 

They wanted a real purpose for this association and chose the following - “to assist military personnel of all eras, and 

their families, wherever and whenever possible”. 

 

For the past 20 years this mission has taken the form of operating a web site that is open to the public and is family 

friendly, as well as to accept and respond to questions and comments from fellow veterans and their families. 

 

Now that our membership has reached 500 or so, we have begun offering  a college scholarship, annually, to direct de-

scendants, by blood or adoption, of civilians or military, South Vietnamese or Americans, who served at Tan Son Nhut 

between 1961 and 1975. 

 

A nation that fails to revere and remember it’s fallen heroes will itself be consigned to the dustbin of history. 

 

We are grateful to the folks at the Dorn, VA 

Medical Center for inviting us to donate two 

planters and participate in this dedication 

ceremony. 

 

In honor of our 58,314 brave brothers and 

sisters who made the ultimate sacrifice for 

their country in Vietnam, we hereby dedi-

cate these planters. 

 

Thank you for coming here this morning. 

 

God Bless America. 
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Tan Son Nhut Association 
P. O. Box 236 
Penryn PA 17564 

 Revetments is an official publication of the  
 Tan Son Nhut Association, Inc. 
 P.O. Box 236, Penryn, PA 17564-0236 
 The Association is a 501(c)(19) tax exempt Veterans’    
 Organization incorporated in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
 
 President: Randall W. Brown 
 Vice President & Director of Public Relations:  Richard Carvell   
 Secretary: Dale Bryan 
 Treasurer: Carol Bessette 
 Director of Communications: Gary Fields 
 Director of Marketing: Johnnie Jernigan 
 Director of Veteran Services:  Joe Kricho 
 Director of Membership: Larry E. Fry 
 Director at Large Pro Tem:  Andy Csordas  
 Co-Director of Membership Development: Bill Coup    
 Co-Director of Membership Development: Kerry Nivens 
 Revetments Editor: Larry E. Fry 
 Chaplains: Rev. Dr. James M. Warrington,                             
    Rev. Dr. Billy T. Lowe; and Rev. Bob A. Chaffee 
 Presidents Emeriti:  
   Don Parker, (1947-2014), Co-Founder and President 1996-2002 
   John Peele,  Co-Founder and President 2002-2004 
   Wayne Salisbury, (1940-2014), President 2004-2007  
   Robert Robinson Gales, President 2007-2011 
   George Plunkett, President 2011-2015 
 Web Master: Charles E. Penley 
 Web Site: www.tsna.org 
 Annual Membership: $20.00 
 Five Year Membership: $80.00 
 Life Membership: $180.00 

NEW MEMBERS 

Mrs. Linda T. B. Patton Accident MD ltbp43@gmail.com Wife of TSNA Life Member Lynn Patton  

Mr. Lyle K. Davis Inverness FL ldavis6@Tampabay.rr.com Dec 65 - Dec 66 377th Air Police Squadron  

Mr. Carmen Marinelli Bethlehem PA cmarin3909@aol.com Jun 69 - Jun 70 377th Security Police Squadron 

Mr. Paul Mortensen Payson AZ paul@themortensens.com Mar 66 - Feb 67 Det 19, 9th Air Postal Squadron 

Mr. Jessie L. Lovell Gadsden AL  Jan 69 - Dec 69 2nd Aerial Support Group  

Mr. Richard E. Roberts Port Charlotte FL richardr7472@gmail.com Jul 66 - Jul 67 377th Security Police  

Photo courtesy of George Greenwood 
460th FMS 

Sep 66-Sep 67 

George titled this “Saigon Street Scene” 
(Looks more like a “Cyclo-rama” to me?) 

 


