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NOTATIONS FROM APPLICATIONS 

 

W orked at the “Bomb Dump” on TSN.  Shipping and 

Receiving ammunition.  Loading and off-loading C-

130’s, C-123’s, and C7A aircraft. 

 

At times we handled captured enemy ammunition, which 

was also shipped in and out. 

 

Christopher C. Warren 

8th Aerial Port Squadron 

Jan 70 - Jan 71 

 

W hile in Vietnam, I was assigned to the 377th Security 

Squadron as a dog handler.  Our barracks were 

located in the 1300 area.  I was there during Tet.  My dog 

(Roscoe) and I were on the West side of TSN near the 

French Revetments. 

 

Also, I was there for the mini-tet, the first week of May, 

1968. 

 

James H. Newberg 

377th SPS Canine 

May 67 - May 68 

 

 
C-130 Plaque Dedication 

 

By:  Garry Arndt 

4TH SOS Danang;14APS Cam Ranh Bay 

Aug 69 - Aug 70 

 

A  group  of  Vietnam  Era  C-130  crewmembers  con-

ceived  an  idea  of  dedicating  a  plaque  to  the  missions  

of  the  C-130  Aircraft  and  its’  crews.   The  project  was   

lead  by  Col. Tony  Mras.    General  Swartz (Former  

Chief  of  Staff-USAF)  was  a  guest  speaker. 

 

The  plaque  was  dedicated  and  placed  at  the  South-

east  Asia  Pavilion  located  on  the  grounds  of  the  Unit-

ed  States  Air  Force  Academy,  Colorado  Springs,  Colo-

rado. 

 

The  Southeast  Asia  Pavilion  is  a  “Must  See”  Memorial  

when  visiting  the  USAF  Academy.  Many  Inter-active  

displays  are  located  inside  and  outside  of  the  Pavilion. 

 

A  Lasting  Tribute  to  the  versatility  of  the  C-130  Her-

cules  and  the  crews.   

 

    Southeast Asia Memorial Pavilion (The Vietnam War) 

   (Note the Air Force Chapel, up and to the left of the Pavilion) 
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Central Missouri Honor Flight #42 

 

On 31 August, 2016 I was selected for the Honor Flight trip 

to Washington DC to see our Memorials. 75 Veterans of 

World War II, Korea and Vietnam met at the Columbia 

Courtyard Marriot at Midnight for a buffet breakfast along 

with 40 escorts/guardians. What followed was an intense 

day of bus rides, waits and plane rides. Flown from St Lou-

is Lambert Airport to Reagan Airport in Washington-met 

with a 100,000 hose down by the Airport Fire Department. 

We toured every monument and Memorial in DC, saw the 

changing of the guard at the Tomb of the Unknown-The Air 

Force Memorial was awesome. We were met everywhere 

by cheering, flag waving crowds-the Welcome Home most 

of us were never given. We were met and escorted the fi-

nal leg of the return bus trip by over 300 motorcycles from 

the Patriot Guard Riders, every Veteran was introduced 

individually as they stepped off the bus to a standing ova-

tion. Cheers, Salutes and yes a few tears. 

 

Please TSNA Veterans, get on the waiting list and GO! 

Please support your local Honor Flight organization by do-

nating-these flights are not cheap. 

 

Thanks, Gary Fields 

Director of Communications 

TSNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REGARDING THE 2016 TSNA REUNION 

 

By:  Buddy Hill 

8th Aerial Port Squadron 

Jul 70 - Jul 71 

 

Larry, 

 

The following is something I wrote about the 2016 reunion. 

My photos are on my Facebook page in an album titled 

TSNA Alabama Reunion 2016. Feel free to use any of 

those also. 

 

Gloria and I have had another incredible time at the TSNA 

reunion in Alabama. For all of my brothers and sisters who 

have not joined, I say join us and go to these reunions as 

often as you can. You're only regret will be that you didn't 

do it sooner. This group excludes no one. Anyone with ties 

to Tan Son Nhut is eligible. They also have a saying that 

you may come as strangers, but you will leave as friends. 

The hospitality room was great. My hats off to all who 

helped set it up. Kerry Nivens was our "boots on the 

ground guy " arranging several events for us to enjoy. With-

out him, this would not have been possible. Wednesday 

and Thursday people were checking in and socializing in 

the hospitality room. Thursday night we went to a restau-

rant called Wentzels for fish and seafood and more fellow-

ship. Friday we loaded the bus and went to Red Stone Ar-

senal. Had a great time there and I especially enjoyed 

hearing about the technology and having fun playing with 

some of their games. Their games and simulators are actu-

ally used to advance technology for the military. Friday 

night we had our TSNA banquet. We had a great meal with 

Colonel John Reitzell, USA, Ret. as our guest speaker. He 

delivered a very interesting speech with a little humor 

thrown in. Many members were also honored and given 

awards. Saturday morning we toured a military history mu-

seum. This  is where we had our bench dedication. The 

bench is a  way of leaving our "footprints" wherever we go. 

We then visited the veterans memorial in Huntsville. This 

memorial is one of the best I have seen. It was a great trib-

ute to all veterans and wars. Saturday was also our busi-

ness meeting. Future reunion plans were talked about with 

Colorado Springs being our 2017 location and Dayton, 

Ohio being our 2018 location. Sunday was the hardest day. 

I say that because while we had a great time, it was time to 

say goodbye. My family of friends has greatly grown since 

being in this group. I love them all and feel that there is a 

special connection with this group. We may all have differ-

ent views and opinions, but the best thing is that we put all 

that aside. We see everyone as brothers and sisters who 

have come together to reminisce and socialize about our 

connection to Tan Son Nhut. We don't try to criticize or 

judge others. We are indeed a family of friends. My mes-

sage to everyone is this, if you are not a member, become 

one. If you've never been to a reunion, go to one. The best 

group of people you'll ever meet. Again, my hats off to all 

who have helped put this together. And let's not forget our 

spouses. They have served also. I'm already looking for-

ward to Colorado next year and plan on being there.  

www.tsna.org is the website where you can find more infor-

mation on our group as well as how to join 

us.                                               

 

Peace out brothers and sisters........... 

 

 

 

http://www.tsna.org
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Greetings from the Colorado Springs Marriott!  

 

Here is the link to make overnight accommodations for the Tan Son Nhut Association Military Reunion. 

Online room reservations are now just a click away with ResLink! 

 

Simply cut and paste the blue link below and include with your electronic correspondence to your guests. They will be di-

rected to the property's home page with the negotiated rate code already entered in the appropriate field and can quickly 

make their room reservation.  

 

Guests may also call our 24 hour reservations line at 1-800-932-2151 to speak to someone directly. Just let guests know 

to ask for  Tan Son Nhut Association Military Reunion 

 

To avoid any booking issues, please have all reservations made by August 14th, 2017.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to be of service, it will be a pleasure to have you and your guests here at our hotel!  

 

Thank you for planning your event with us! 

 

Here is the reservation link your guests can use to make online reservations: 

 

Book your group rate for Tan Son Nhut Association Military Reunion  

 

If you have questions or need help with the link, please do not hesitate to ask. We appreciate your business and look for-

ward to a successful event. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tan Son Nhut Association Military Reunion 

 

Start date: 9/10/17 (Start date for special reservation $$$, not Reunion start date!) 

 

End date: 9/20/17  (Stop date for special reservation $$$, not Reunion stop date!) 

 

Last day to book: 8/14/17  (MAKE YOUR RESERVATION EARLY!!!) 

 

Marriott Hotel offering your special group rate:  

 

Colorado Springs Marriott  for $114.00 USD  per night  

 

By:  Joe Kricho 

TSNA Director of Reunion Planning 

REGARDING COLORADO SPRINGS 

SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

I have set up a new email account specifically for questions about the 2017 reunion. I will monitor this on a regular basis.  

 

TSNA2017Reunion@gmail.com 

      

Joe Kricho 

TSNA  Director of Reunion Planning 

 

****************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Get ready for TSNA Reunion 2017 in Colorado Springs. 

It’s a beautiful hotel, I am excited. 

Joe, Gary, Rita and I enjoyed our stay. Everything is on the upswing. Looking good.  

Register now. 

 

Randall Brown 

PRESIDENT-TSNA 

http://www.marriott.com/meeting-event-hotels/group-corporate-travel/groupCorp.mi?resLinkData=Tan%20Son%20Nhut%20Association%20Military%20Reunion%5Ecosmc%60TANTANA%60114.00%60USD%60false%604%609/10/17%609/20/17%608/14/17&app=resvlink&stop_mobi=yes
mailto:TSNA2017Reunion@gmail.com
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BOOKS ABOUT VIETNAM 

 

By:  Hugh D. Penn, Jr. 

633rd CSG 

Feb 69 - Jan 70 

 

Like lots of other Vietnam veterans, I went to Vietnam, did my job, came home without really knowing much about Vi-

etnam. The country, the people, the history, were all foreign to me. After I got home, I, like so many of my brothers and 

like all veterans of all wars,  put my experience in a box and got on with my life. Later I opened that box, and lots of ques-

tion popped out, I was curious and wanted some answers.  

  

Listed here are a few books (and a couple of videos also) that I think may be of interest to our members:  

Kennedy in Vietnam (182 pages) William J Rust. This touches on the major players in the war and the lack of agreement 

on policy in the Kennedy administration. 

 

The Best and the Brightest (658 pages) David Halberstam. This is about the whiz kids of the Kennedy and Johnson ad-

ministrations and, again, the lack of a cohesive policy coming from high IQ people. I could not finish this book; it made me 

so angry that American lives were wasted because the people at the top thought they knew "so much." 

 

Dereliction of Duty: Johnson, McNamara, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the lies That Led to Vietnam (appx 415 pag-

es) H R McMaster, Major, US Army.  Currently a Lt. Gen. and a combat veteran and hero of the current wars. This book is 

still used to teach the armed forces the lessons of Vietnam and the lack of courage off the battlefield. Read it! 

 

A Better War (appx  350 pages) Lewis Sorley. This is about the difference in strategy between Gen Wm Westmoreland 

and Gen Creighton Abrams.  

  

These books deal with "the big picture;"  the following books are more about the human experiences of the men and wom-

en on the ground in S.E. Asia; 

 

Night of the Silver Stars: the Battle of Lang Vei (appx 230 pages) William R Phillips. This is a battle, a desperate strug-

gle, at a Green Beret outpost during Tet in which the NVA used tanks. A gripping, true story. 

 

Home Before Morning: A Story of an Army Nurse in Vietnam (appx 325 pages) Lynda Van Devanter.  I was stationed 

in Pleiku AB, 69/70 while she was at the 71st Evac Hospital 1/4 to 1/2 mile away. Our experiences were a universe apart. 

This is a true story of a bright eyed, bushy tailed young nurse who comes of age and becomes jaded and, well, read it.  

 

Defiant (appx 260 pages) Alvin Townley.  The 11 or 12 worst (or best) POW's in the care of the NVA. Their code of con-

duct, the torture they endured,  the families at home and the wives who took a stand and changed how the Commies 

treated these brave warriors. 

 

Dead Men Flying (appx 289 pages) Gen Patrick Brady, Megan Brady Smith. Gen Brady tells the story of "Dustoff," how 

and who developed the concept, his two tours in VN, the tactics and flying conditions they operated under. 

 

Strength and Honor: Americas Best in Vietnam (445 pages) Terry L Garlock. Terry compiles the stories of the men 

who fought the war, their feeling then and later. A darn good book. 

 

Some of the Best: A Tribute to Soldiers, Heroes and Friends (appx 285 pages) William Robertson. The boots on the 

ground story of the 101st Airborne in Vietnam. 

 

Nam: A Photographic History (don't worry about the pages, this book weighs about 20 pounds!) Gregory L Mattson,Lee 

J Daugherty lll. As the name implies photos and their take on Nam by each year. 

 

War Without Heroes (appx 252 pages) David Douglas Duncan. A photo book of troops on the ground in their environ-

ment. 

 

Vietnam Air Warfare (253 pages) Robert F Dorr, Chris Bishop. A history of Air Force, Navy, Marine and Army aviators in 

photos and words.  
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 Following are two good novels: 

 

Tears of Autumn,  Charles McCarry. A what if story of the consequences of Kennedy's involvement in the coup that over-

threw the Diem government. A great book! 

 

The Sympathizer (appx 400 pages) Viet Than Nguyen. A story of three childhood friend and the different paths they took. 

It is set from the fall of Saigon forward. Pretty good book!  

  

A few good videos are; 

Dear America, Letters from Home.   HBO video. 

Battlefield Vietnam.  Time Life video series. 

  

Needless to say, there are more, lots more, written about Vietnam than I can mention or even know! There are likely many 

other books our members have read. Maybe, they too would like to share. 

 

 
 

William Jennings Bryan Dorn VA Medical Center Trauma Recovery Program (TRP) October 2016  

 LIMA 7 NEWSLETTER  
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN TRP?! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We are very excited and thankful to Mr. George Plunkett of the Tan Son Nhut Association that donated the planters 
outside of Building 106 as part of PTSD Awareness Month activities in June. Chief of Mental Health, Belton Caughman, 
received the honorary planters, along with the TRP Staff. The planters are displayed on each side of the door outside of 
building 106. Please join us in honoring those who served during Vietnam at Tan Son Nhut and who continue to serve our 
community today. Thank You, Mr. Plunkett!  
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FROM “RANCH HAND” 

 

To: The Tan Son Nhut Association, 

 

On behalf of the members of the Ranch Hand Association 

I’d like to thank the Tan Son Nhut Association for their help 

and suggestions on ordering and the successful completion 

of our unit’s bench that was installed at the USAF Museum 

this past week.  

 

We all served together and will never forget our time 

served at Tan Son Nhut. 

 

We are having our 50th reunion at the museum over Co-

lumbus Day weekend. The bench will be dedicated at 1300 

hrs on the 7th of Oct. 

 

To the Ranch and the USAF, 

 

Joseph D. Potter 

12th ACS (Ranch Hand) 

Jan 66 - Dec 66 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(The new TSNA Bench from the 2016 Reunion) 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

 

How often has a pastor looked out at his congregation and 

mentally asked,   posing an important question, "Did they 

give thanks for unknown blessings already on their way?!” 

 

Many of us have lived under the words of George Canning, 

”Where our perils are past, shall our gratitude sleep?” 

Thanksgiving! 

 

As Thanksgiving comes to us as a day of food and hope, 

“Hope is the word that God has written on the brow of eve-

ry man.” (Victor Hugo) 

 

And it is a November Day called Thanksgiving that calls us 

to not just on this day to give thanks: Let this be a call! Let 

us, each of us, remember the words of Cicero, “The thank-

ful heart is not only the greatest virtue, but the parents of all 

the other virtues!” 

 

Here’s a little change in thought: the Thanksgiving time is a 

time more than a day.  It is a time of gratitude that is a 

memory of the heart.  It for us is Thanksgiving! 

 

At Thanksgiving time look into our hearts! 

 

Remember Thanksgiving as we pass on another printed 

thought:  Just remember these words, “Silent gratitude is 

not much use to anyone”. (George Stern) 

 

Thanksgiving Day is a few hours off.  Not to this member of 

TSNA: Your thoughts and notes bring to me this past time 

a gratitude for this special family!  You have helped in a 

very hard time, for this “family” we say again, Gratitude is 

the memory of the heart! May this Thanksgiving of 2016 be 

a blessing to our extended family of TSNA. 

 

End of Sermon 

Chaplain Bob Chaffee 

 

VETERAN’S DAY OBSERVANCE 

At 9 AM on Friday November 11th, Johnnie Jernigan and 

Friends will again be placing a wreath at the Tan Son Nhut 

Association Memorial Bench at the National Museum of the 

U. S. Air Force, weather permitting. 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November, 2015 
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Veterans Day Parade and the USO 75th Anniversary 

By: Kathy Manos Penn 

 

Once again this year, my husband will march in the Geor-

gia Veterans Day Parade with members of the Atlanta Vi-

etnam Veterans Business Association (AVVBA), and that 

evening we’ll attend the Freedom Ball.  The parade kicks 

off on November 12 at 11:11 hours in Downtown Atlanta. 

Though Veterans Day is always on November 11, the pa-

rade typically occurs on the nearest Saturday.  

 

Last year’s ball honored Vietnam Veterans, and this year’s 

honors the USO as it celebrates its 75th anniversary. What 

does the USO do?  Many of us recall seeing Bob Hope and 

more recently Gary Sinise and the Lt. Dan Band entertain-

ing the troops, but that’s just one small part of what this 

organization does for the members of the military and their 

families. The mission of the USO is to “strengthen Ameri-

ca’s military service members by keeping them connected 

to family, home, and country, throughout their service to 

the nation.”  

 

Established in 1941 before our country entered WWII, the 

USO was created by bringing together several service or-

ganizations into one entity to support our troops.  Those 

service groups included the Salvation Army, Young Men’s 

Christian Association, Young Women’s Christian Associa-

tion, National Catholic Community Services, National Trav-

elers Aid Association and the National Jewish Welfare 

Board. 

 

Today’s USO operates over 180 centers in countries on 

every continent except Antartica. Those centers are operat-

ed by staff and volunteers and are located at or near mili-

tary installations, even in combat zones. Airport centers like 

the one at Atlanta’s airport provide a space where service 

men and women can connect with friends and family via 

Internet or phone, play a video game, watch a movie, have 

a snack or just plain relax.  

 

Not only does the organization support our troops, it also 

supports their families. For example, “The USO partners 

with the Comfort Crew for Military Kids to send motivational 

speakers on tour to promote self-confidence and resiliency 

in military children ages 6 to 15 years old.” The Comfort 

Crew helps these children deal with issues such as bullying 

and adjusting to life during and after deployment. And, of 

course, supporting military children helps their parents to 

feel confident that their children are getting the best care. 

I was touched when I read about the United Through Read-

ing program which allows parents to read aloud stories to 

their children.  The USO records story time on camera and 

mails the DVD and book home so that children can watch 

and listen to their parent anytime. The caring circle is com-

plete when families send back a photo of the child or chil-

dren watching and listening to the DVD. In 2015, USO de-

livered over 14,000 recordings.  

I’ve described just a few of the services the USO offers our 

military families, but you can learn more at https://

www.uso.org/75.  You can also donate there. When you 

volunteer or send a donation, you too support our troops.  

Here in Dunwoody, Georgia, many residents donated multi-

ple times this summer when VFW and AVVBA members 

collected funds outside the local Kroger, helping the Dun-

woody group to raise $10,000 and win the district competi-

tion for the third year in a row. The fact that the Dunwoody 

gang beat the second place location by $6,000 is a testa-

ment to the generosity of our community.  Hats off to our 

VFW and AVVBA members and our community! 

 

{EDITORS NOTE:} 

(To read more from Kathy, visit her website kathyman-

ospenn.com where you’ll soon be able to order her 

first book “The Ink Penn, Celebrating the Magic in the 

Everyday.” The section, “Proud to be an Ameri-

can−Patriotism, Parades, and Perspective” is sure to 

resonate with TSN members.) 

 

TSNA SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

 

Fellow Members, 

  

Thank you for the great response to TSNA President Ran-

dall Brown's request for scholarship donations at our past 

reunion. We received more than $865.00 in cash, plus sev-

eral hundred dollars more in checks. 

  

As Randall announced, our Board of Directors has voted to 

donate two more $5000.00 scholarships next year. These 

would be paid from our current cash on hand over a period 

of four years. 

  

I think that we can do better than that. 

  

My goal is that we raise an additional $5000.00 to fund a 

third scholarship before next year's reunion. 

  

A running donation total beginning with Huntsville will be 

printed in each month's Revetments. 

  

We may be America's forgotten generation, but we are 

proud of having worn the uniform when doing so was not in 

vogue. 

  

Let's make some large footprints......... 

  

Welcome home. 

  

George R. Plunkett 

President Emeritus 

TSNA 

 

 

 

https://www.uso.org/75
https://www.uso.org/75
http://www.kathymanospenn.com/
http://www.kathymanospenn.com/
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Tan Son Nhut Association 
P. O. Box 236 
Penryn PA 17564 

TSNA and its officers, directors, employees and agents do not make any guarantees of any kind about the content, accuracy, or 
timeliness of information in the TSNA newsletter, Revetments. The use of information from this newsletter is strictly voluntary and at 
the user’s sole risk.  TSNA shall not be liable for any damages of any kind related to the information in this newsletter. The opinions 
expressed in the newsletter are those of the authors and do not constitute the opinion or policy of TSNA. 

 Revetments is an official publication of the  
 Tan Son Nhut Association, Inc. 
 P.O. Box 236, Penryn, PA 17564-0236 
 The Association is a 501(c)(19) tax exempt Veterans’    
 Organization incorporated in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
 
 President: Randall W. Brown 
 Vice President and Director of Public Relations:  Richard Carvell   
 Secretary: Dale Bryan 
 Treasurer: Carol Bessette 
 Director of Communications: Gary Fields 
 Director of Marketing: Johnnie Jernigan 
 Director of Reunion Planning:  Joe Kricho 
 Director of Membership and Revetments Editor: Larry E. Fry 
 Director at Large: Jim Faulkner  
 Co-Director of Membership Development:  Andy Csordas  
 Co-Director of Membership Development: Kerry Nivens 
 Chaplains: Rev. Dr. James M. Warrington,                             
    Rev. Dr. Billy T. Lowe; and Rev. Bob A. Chaffee 
 Associate Chaplain:  Andy Csordas 
 Presidents Emeriti:  
   Don Parker, (1947-2014), Co-Founder and President 1996-2002 
   John Peele, Co-Founder and President 2002-2004 
   Wayne Salisbury, (1940-2014), President 2004-2007  
   Robert Robinson Gales, President 2007-2011 
   George Plunkett, President 2011-2015 
 Web Master: Charles E. Penley 
 Web Site: www.tsna.org 
 Annual Membership: $20.00 
 Five Year Membership: $80.00 
 Life Membership: $180.00 

 IN MEMORIAM 

NEW MEMBERS 

Hugh Penn, and his wife Kathy, shown at the 2016 TSNA 
Reunion in Huntsville, AL.  
 
(By now, you have probably seen Hugh’s article starting on 
Page 4, and Kathy’s on Page 7.) 
 
Thanks to both of them for their “Pennmanship”. 

Mr. Mark T. Boatwright Indianapolis IN theboater60@gmail.com Mar 68 - Nov 68 9th MP 9th Inf. Div.  

Mr. Christopher C. Warren Helena MT ccwar@aol.com Jan 70 - Jan 71 8th Aerial Port Squadron  

Mr. Michael G. Richardson Hartford City IN 72-73 U. S. Navy Saigon Harbor 


