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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

 

By:  Andy Csordas 

Associate Chaplain 

 

For many years I suffered from survivor’s guilt and did not 

know what it was.  Compared to others my time in Vietnam 

was virtually risk free.  But it was still difficult for me on a 

different scale.  Why did I make it and others did not?  I do 

not know the answer to that question.  I recently visited a 

veteran’s memorial in the county seat where I grew up.  On 

black granite tablets, (see pictures       ) similar to the wall 

in Washington DC, are the names of people lost from WWI 

to Afghanistan.  Vietnam names include a family member, 

people I went to high school with, a close friend from ele-

mentary school and other acquaintances.   

 

As I contemplate my past and future I ask God where do I 

belong, what is His will for my life, how should I use the 

gifts He has given me?  I recently saw a video on Face-

book that was taken at the Vietnam Wall in DC where a 

teenager says to his grandfather, “if your name was on this 

wall, I would not be here”.  That profound comment applies 

to us as well.  Our blessings, including our families, would 

not exist if our names were on the wall.  So how do we go 

forward?  Many fellow vets still regularly relive difficult, or 

worse, times from Vietnam.   

 

How are you making a positive difference in their lives and 

the lives of our families?   Do we really appreciate the op-

portunity we have every day to make a positive difference 

in the lives of our children, grandchildren and people 

around us?   

 

Psalm 127 says “Behold, children are a gift of the Lord, the 

fruit of the womb is a reward. Like arrows in the hand of a 

warrior, so are the children of one’s youth.  How blessed is 

the man whose quiver is full of them”.  Proverbs 14:26 says 

“In the fear of the Lord there is strong confidence, and 

his children will have refuge.”  Are you one of the Lord’s 

children? 
 

Let’s make a difference in our children and grandchildren 

by teaching them about God and about how this country is 

different, and how it has been blessed by God.  It has 

made a tremendous difference in the world over in its rela-

tively short life span.  Let’s do our part to make sure it con-

tinues. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just two of the tablets at the Veteran’s Memorial for the 

Veterans of Warren County lost in wars is located in front 

of the Court house in Belvidere, New Jersey.  There are 

plaques listing the names of those lost in WWI, WWII, Ko-

rea, Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan.  

 
   A Memorial to the American Experience in Vietnam 
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``TAN SON NHUT ASSOCIATION 2019 REUNION REGISTRATION 
 

LITTLE ROCK, AR 
Sep 12-15, 2019 

 
NAME _______________________________ GUEST NAME(S) ______________________________ 

 
STREET ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________ 

 
CITY ________________________________________ STATE ________ ZIP ___________________ 

 

TEL ( ____ ) ______________________ EMAIL ___________________________________________ 
 

SPECIAL NEEDS (if applicable) ________________________________________________________ 
 

Choose only the item(s) from the following that apply: 
 

Full Registration (includes Banquet & daily access to Hospitality Suite, per person) ………...…..$75.00 
 

Number of people ______  x $75.00 = $ _______ 
 

Banquet Only (per person) …………………………………………………………………………...….$37.50 
 

Number of people ______ x $37.50 = $ _______ 
 

Access to Hospitality suite (per person, per day) ………………………………………..………….$17.50 
 

Number of people _______ x Number of days _______  x $17.50 = $ _______ 
 

Pre-Order Reunion DVD (each) ……………………………………………………………..…………. $15.00 
 

Number of copies ordered ____ x $15.00 = $ _______ 
 
 

TOTAL REMITTANCE: $ ___________ 
 
 

Mail this form with payment (check only) to: 
 

TAN SON NHUT ASSOCIATION 
P.O. BOX 236 

PENRYN, PA 17564-0236 
 

THIS REGISTRATION FORM WITH PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED 
NLT AUGUST 30, 2019 

 

Questions regarding Reunion Registration should be directed to: 
 

Larry Fry 
Director of Membership 

Email: lfry2@dejazzd.com 
 

mailto:lfry2@dejazzd.com
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TAN SON NHUT ASSOCIATION 2019 HOTEL REGISTRATION 

FOUR POINTS SHERATON LITTLE ROCK MIDTOWN 
925 S. UNIVERSITY BLVD & INTERSTATE 630 

LITTLE ROCK, AR 72204 
(501) 664-5020 

 
NOTE: This hotel is now part of Marriott Hotels International 

 

TSNA Room rate: $96.00 + Tax (Currently: 15%) 
 

Option 1: 
You may make your reservation by telephone. To do so, call the hotel directly at: 

(501) 664-5020 
 

Mention TSNA or Tan Son Nhut Association  
 

Option 2: 
You may also make reservations through Marriott’s nationwide Toll-Free Reservation Center at: 

(800) 721-7033 
 

Mention this code:  TS-1089  
 
 

Cutoff date for hotel reservations at our reduced rate is: August 10, 2019 at 5:00PM 
 
 

 
Any questions regarding hotel reservations should be addressed to: 

Joe Kricho 
Director of Reunion Planning 

Email: 67vietvet68@gmail.com 
(Please put “TSNA 2019 Reunion” in the subject line) 

 
 

 

 

mailto:67vietvet68@gmail.com
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VIETNAM MEMORIAL WALL 

LAYTON CITY, UT 

 

By:  Susie Ahrens 

TSNA Member 
 

I had the honor of attending the Vietnam Memorial  Wall Dedication Ceremony last Saturday, July 14, 2008 at the Layton 

Commons Park,  located in Layton City, a small city north of Salt Lake City, Utah. 

 

Thousands of people, some traveling from neighboring States , came to witness this historical event, it’s a big deal for the 

Western state to have such an important memorial since the main Wall in DC is so far away and not everyone has the 

means to visit. 

 

It was a beautiful sunny afternoon. The event began with a walk from Layton city hall, led by the local Honor Guard and 

bagpipe organization.  Hundreds of people lined up the streets with flags and hands on their hearts when the flags 

marched by.  Hundreds participated in this walk,  the  Vietnamese community group marched at the end of the parade, 

the men in uniform and the women in “ao dai”, the national traditional dress. 

 

The ceremony started with the National Anthem, raising all four flags of four branches of services and the State of Utah. 

several  speakers including the National President of VN Veterans of America , City Mayor , other state dignitaries and VN 

Veterans. 

 

After Mr Howland’s (the organizer)  welcome  and introduction,  all the speakers,  one by one came up to give their re-

marks.  The National President of VN Veterans of America, Mr. John Rowan  touched my heart when he told a personal 

story about growing up in a poor neighborhood in New York with 5 young immigrant  friends  of Italian, Hispanic, Cuban 

descents who volunteered for the armed forces during the draft and were all killed in VN. They were just young immi-

grants whose families barely came to the US.   “It did not matter if they were illegal immigrants or not, they certainly 

showed patriotism by giving them all”. This story is so relevant right now and being an immigrant myself, I can certainly 

relate to the love, appreciation and the will to sacrifice your life to defend this country. 

 

Another speaker, a  Chaplain/Corpsman, Ray “Padre” Johnson , a two Purple Heart recipient veteran, in a feeble voice,  

told a story of a battlefield which his platoon was ambushed and many of his men were killed just in the first half an hour, 

how he scrambled to save the wounded while doing last rites for the one who were dying.   He described how the men 

took care of each other while they were all wounded  and during the darkest hour as he was badly wounded himself, with 

no hope of coming out alive and no reinforcement  coming, he said a prayer while slipping in and out of consciousness, 

suddenly  a beautiful  red  lotus appeared and surrounded him ( Lotus is a sacred flower of Vietnam), and like a miracle, 

he was saved. I am not a superticious  person, but VN is largely a Buddhist country, and lotus flower is the symbol of Bud-

dhism since it’s regarded as the purest of the pure.  I do believe that sometime, divine intervention happens when your 

faith is strong enough. Mr. Johnson is now a minister and cowboy in Cody, Wyoming, he is also a nationally recognized 

artist.  

 

The band played  Marines, Navy, Army and Airforce and other patriotic songs during the ceremony, and most impressive, 

the fly by of 5 F-35 from Hill Air Force Base. 

 

The wall is credited to Mr. Dennis Howland, a retired Marine, who is current President of the Northern Utah Chapter of 

Vietnam Veterans  of America. He served a tour of duty in VN in 1966-1967.  After coming home, he made a promise to 

himself to do something for all the servicemen and women who served in VN. 

 

“"As a Vietnam Veteran, I made a promise 50 years ago that I would do something so the world would never forget what 

these kids did," said Dennis Howland, president of Utah Vietnam Veterans of America. "It fulfilled my dream and my prom-

ise, and it also honors so many young kids who never had a chance to grow up.". 

 

And,  with the Utah Vietnam Veterans, they started to raise fund and along with Layton city, came together to build the 

replica of the Vietnam Memorial Wall.  

 

The projected started in 2004, and finished in July 2018. The wall is 360 ft long, about 80% the size of the one in DC, has 

58,000 names and cost roughly $500,000.00. (Continued on Page 5) 
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The ceremony ended at 7:30 pm, followed by a USO tribute show featuring Bob Hope (Bill Johnson).  The show was fan-

tastic especially with one of the original cast members of the real Bob Hope show, Miss Michelle DellaFave. 

The new Memorial is a must see if you ever visit Utah, a place where everyone can come and reflect, the younger genera-

tions can come to learn about history and the sacrifices of the fallen soldiers 50 plus years ago in a faraway land called 

Vietnam.  

 

Thank you, Mr. Howland for your vision and an incredible accomplishment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(EDITOR’S NOTE:  My apologies to Susie!  This should have been published last year.) 

TSNA Member Susie Ahrens 
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In Memory of my Father's MWD 

 

A United States Air Force Vietnam K9 Warrior Who Never Came Home. Here is the story.... 

 

LINDY 68M7  

 

I was Lindy’s handler in Vietnam from 1972-1973. Lindy 68M7 never came home - and here is my story: 

December 2015 was 43 years since I walked my K-9 partner LINDY 68M7 to his death. 

 

As the war came to an end we were given a choice: turn our K9's over to the South Vietnamese Army, or put them down, 

for they were excess equipment and would not return to the United States. It was our sole decision to make – at least they 

gave us that. My decision was painful, but swift. 

 

LINDY would never work under the leash held by anyone other than an American Service Member – never. It seems like it 

happened just yesterday…. 

 

I fell into the line that had formed by the metal building with Lindy by my side. I watched as a K-9 team would enter the 

building, and a handler would exit with an empty leash – I watched this scene repeat itself over and over again. 

 

Then, it was my turn. I entered the building with Lindy, lifted him up and placed him on the cold steel table. As they pre-

pared him, I moved directly in front of him and took his head into my hands and looked into his eyes. I never broke contact 

with our line of sight – I told him I would never forget him and that I would see him again – my partner, my K9, LINDY then 

closed his eyes and left me. 

 

He would have given his life for me, but instead, I just took his from him. At that very moment, part of me went down with 

him. 

 

When you’re 20 years old, in a war zone, and you have to walk your K-9 partner to his death after all you have been 

through together, it shakes you to the inner core. 

 

The hurt, the guilt, and the sadness still haunts me to this very day; and on that dark day, except for a few handlers, no 

one else really cared. 

 

Nothing more need be said. 

 

SFC Alfred Brown, United States Army Retired 1995 

SGT, United States Air Force 1971-1974 

377th SPS K9, Tan Son Nhut & Bien Hoa AB 

South Vietnam April 1972 - March 1973. 
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A MEETING AT EPCOT 

 

By:  Fred Treadway 

RF- 4C Crew Chief 

Nov 70 - Aug 71 

 

It was a rainy day at Disney's Epcot Center. We spent some time 
in one of the Disney stores while waiting on the rain to let up. I 
met this lady. Her name is Trinh and she is from Saigon, South 
Vietnam. She was 2 years old when I was stationed at Tan Son 
Nhut in 1970-71. Her dad worked for the U.S. Government at 
Tan Son Nhut. She had some interesting and scary stories to tell 
about how she and her family were treated once the North Viet-
namese took over the South. Due to her dad's work with the U.S. 

Government, the whole family was threatened and several times 

they had guns at their heads. At age 21, she was finally able to 

make her escape to the U.S. I wish I could have talked with her 

longer, but I didn't want to keep her from her work. During our con-

versation, she thanked me at least a half dozen times for my ser-

vice. She even thanked my daughter for my service!! I will definitely 

look her up again the next time we are at Epcot Center. 

A THOUGHTFUL POEM 
 

 
I've traveled through with the wind in the rain; couldn't see the light in my pain. 

 
Somehow, someway I found my way. 

 
The clouds disappeared the light gave way; it's funny I remembered how to play. 

 
So remember when you feel lost; you can't be found. 

 
When you're sinking; you will not drown. 

 
Embrace life with a smile as you stand proud; rise above the moments when it seems too loud. 

 
You're worth it love yourself; that is true and genuine health! 

 
 
Dustin W. Stull 
(From Facebook Group,  USAF Chaplain Assistants - July 25, 2018) (Used with permission) 

(Your Editor is a member of this Facebook Group) 

FROM THE EDITOR 

As I have mentioned in a recent Revetments issue, “This Space Is Reserved For Your Story.”  

And that means just what it says.  I am getting in short supply of TSN, or Air Force (or Army, Navy, etc.) stories to 

put into each Revetments issue. 

 

I really need some NEW stories, anecdotes, thoughts, etc.  If I run out of new material, I will be going back into pre-

vious Revetments and repeating some of those articles. 

My email address is:  lfry2@dejazzd.com.  I look forward to hearing from you. �  

mailto:lfry2@dejazzd.com
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Tan Son Nhut Association 
P. O. Box 236 
Penryn PA 17564 

 Revetments is an official publication of the  
 Tan Son Nhut Association, Inc. 
 P.O. Box 236, Penryn, PA 17564-0236 
 The Association is a 501(c)(19) tax exempt Veterans’    
 Organization incorporated in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
 
 President: Randall W. Brown 
 Vice President: Richard Carvell   
 Secretary: Dale Bryan 
 Treasurer:  Andy Csordas 
 Director of Communications: Gary Fields 
 Director of Marketing: Johnnie Jernigan 
 Director of Reunion Planning:  Joe Kricho 
 Director of Membership and Revetments Editor: Larry E. Fry 
 Director of Membership Development: Paul Mortensen 
 Director at Large: Jim Faulkner  
 Web Master: Kerry Nivens 
 Chaplain: Jimmy Smith 
 Associate Chaplain:  Andy Csordas  
 Chaplains Emeriti:  
   Rev. Bob Allan Chaffee  (1929-2017),TSNA Chaplain: 2009 - 2017 
   Rev. Dr. James M. Warrington, TSNA Chaplain: 1997-2018 
 Presidents Emeriti:  
   Don Parker, (1947-2014), Co-Founder and President 1996-2002 
   John Peele, Co-Founder and President 2002-2004 
   Wayne Salisbury, (1940-2014), President 2004-2007  
   Robert Robinson Gales, President 2007-2011 
   George Plunkett, President 2011-2015 
 Web Site: www.tsna.org 
 Annual Membership: $20.00 
 Five Year Membership: $80.00 
 Life Membership: $180.00 

TSNA and its officers, directors, employees and agents do not make any guarantees of any kind about the content, accuracy, or 
timeliness of information in the TSNA newsletter, Revetments. The use of information from this newsletter is strictly voluntary and 
at the user’s sole risk.  TSNA shall not be liable for any damages of any kind related to the information in this newsletter. The 
opinions expressed in the newsletter are those of the authors and do not constitute the opinion or policy of TSNA. 

Here are a couple of pictures for starters.  One is the office at 
TSN. 
Second, me AFTER Tet when they let us carry our guns.   
 
MICHAEL SIRRINE 
Nov 66 - Jun 68 
Army 507th Transportation Grp. 

Photo from Robert Scott, Sr. - Nov 69 - Jun 71 
Mail & Courier Service - Part of 8th APS 


