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FROM THE PREZ 

 

I want to Thank everyone for your response in giving 
for our first Giving Tuesday for TSNA. 
 
Your gifts will truly benefit our organization. 
 
Thank you all so very much. 
 
I want to add to all our membership a Very Happy and 
Healthy New Year. Please take care and be safe. We 
at our ages are on the top of the COVID lists! 
 
I met with Paul Mortensen at our 2021 Reunion site 
this past week and we are working on all the compli-
cations of putting a reunion together. 
 
Paul & Joe will be getting more info out to our mem-
bership soon. 
 
Randall W Brown 
President-TSNA 
 
A response to the December 2020 Revetments: 
 
Thomas L. Yager must have been the first person I 
met on my arrival at Tan Son Nhut in Jan 
1972.  While on leave in Illinois I had sold my car for 
$600.  I cashed the check at the Hanover bank and 
one of the bills received was a 1929 model national 
currency 50 dollar bill.  Might have been old, but still 
good currency.  Looked neat to me so I decided to 
keep it.  As we got close to landing at Tan Son Nhut 
we were told in no way would we be allowed to have 
green currency.  It all had to be exchanged for 
MPC.  Not wanting any trouble I tried to turn it in for 
MPC.  The young cashier there did not know it was 
real.  The next thing I knew I was being welcomed by 
the OSI.  They relieved me of the 50 and gave me a 
receipt.  A week or so later the OSI called for me to 
come and get the bill as it was in fact real.  I was also 
given two choices, change it into MPC or mail it out of 
the country.  It was turned in for MPC.   
 
Jim Dawe 
 
A response to the September 2020 Revetments: 
 
Larry, 
 
As usual, a great addition to the Revetments collec-

tion.  The story about the Phyllis Ann EC-47s revived 
some old memories.  I was an assistant base opera-
tions officer at Tan Son Nhut in 1966 and I remember 
the arrival or the Phyllis Ann aircraft.  I didn’t know 
much about the mission but, having been a crew-
member in Strategic Air Command EB-47Es, it wasn’t 
hard to guess what the EC-47s were up to.  Frankly, 
we couldn’t afford to care.  Too many aircraft with too 
many different missions taking up ramp space and 
clogging the morning line of departures, so we had to 
look at the big picture rather than care about their in-
dividual operations.   
 
One day I ran into one of my flight training class 
classmates who had arrived to perform Phyllis Ann 
front end crew duties.  He, like myself, was a junior 
officer, i.e. a Captain.  I asked him about how he liked 
flying the mission.  His response was a complaint be-
cause, he said, there were so many Majors and Lt. 
Colonels in the unit that the junior officers didn’t get 
much flying time.  I could see where that could lead to 
a very boring tour of duty. 
 
Turning to another subject, I have long hoped I could 
revisit Saigon as a tourist but could never come up 
with a viable plan.  I would ask that you put a blurb in 
Revetments soliciting stories from members who 
have been back to Saigon.  What did they find there, 
how have things changed (or remained the same) 
and what advice could they give to others who might 
like to make that trip? 
 
Again, thanks for your great work in keeping Revet-
ments relevant and interesting. 
 
Gus Letto 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE:  The article on Page 2, by Rod 
Herrick and Charles Penley is from the February 2008 
Revetments. 
 
The article on Page 3, by Tom Rosinski is from the 
January 2009 Revetments. 
 
My thanks again to all of them for their articles. 
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Death In A Saigon Alley 
By: 

Rod Herrick and Charles Penley 

716th MP BN 377th Security Police 

 

If you were in Saigon, on Jan 31, 1968, around 0300hours, you would know the sounds of everyday life. 

 

The main boulevards were very wide and most of the alleys were barely twenty feet wide. 

  

There, just off Vo Tanh Street was BOQ # 3, located approximately three blocks from the sprawling Tan Son Nhut Air 

Base, Main Gate. 

  

The enemy, the Viet Cong, terrorists really, are just down that alley that runs north and south beside the billets. 

 

One of the 716th Military Police jeeps manned by SP4 Rod Herrick and Sgt Jerry Bowen (Car-61) gave BOQ # 3 MPs and 

Nung Guards the verbal warning of the attack on the US Embassy. 

  

Herrick and Bowen then departed that location to give warning to the other BOQ’s and BEQ’s in their assigned patrol ar-

ea. 

  

BOQ # 3 was just one of many locations that now came under attack. At first it was just small arms weapons fire. Later, it 

would be larger and more powerful weapons, claymore mines, machine guns and rocket propelled grenades. 

  

BOQ # 3 called the Military Police for rescue. All 716th Military Police were on duty throughout the city at that time. Sever-

al MP emergency vehicles responded to assist them. The US Army deuce and a half truck, containing numerous Military 

Police, entered the long alley off of Cach Mang Street, heading north in the alley. 

  

Then suddenly, the enemy opened up with their attack, trapping numerous MPs in the alley. They could not drive the 

deuce backwards and could not turn it around in the small narrow alley. 

  

Another MP jeep, manned by Sgt Tom Winters (Sgt Rock.) and his partner, (their call sign Car # 60), came to assist the 

MPs trapped in the alley. They spent most of the first several hours at the alley at BOQ # 3 trying to rescue the men in the 

alley. 

  

Subsequently, Winters and his partner were pinned down, while trying to assist their fellow MPs who are their buddies. 

  

It was now house to house warfare in Saigon. Sgts. Herrick and Bowen spent most of their time responding to other 

BOQs and BEQs that were under ground attack. Both of these MPs got pinned down at the Royal Oaks BEQ. Waiting 

until daylight to get out, one ARVN guard killed several VC. Car # 61’s vehicle took five bullet holes but Herrick and Bow-

en were never hit, Lucky!!!  

 

They took out a lot of VC as did the MP's at the Embassy. Herrick and Bowen went to “C” Company Headquarters to re-

plenish their ammo and grab some food, Bowen stayed at company headquarters and Jerry Howe jumped in with Herrick. 

They responded to the Den Bigh BEQ and got pinned down there for the next two and a half days. 

Twenty-two Military policemen were killed that night. Their names are: 

: 

At the Embassy: 

Sgt. Thomas, Johnnie E.; Sp4 Daniel, Charles L.; Sp4 Mebust, Owen ;Pfc Sebast, WIlliam M. 

 

On the Truck, in the Alley: 

Sgt.Grieve,MichaelA.                  

Sgt.Hiley,Tom                             

Sp4Athony,CareyC.                  

Pfc Richardson, Harry F. 

Sp4 Doody, Douglas W.   

Pfc Riegel, Terry L. 

 

Sp4 Faught, Frank L. 

Pfc Schutt, Randall K. 

Pfc Bowen Ronald M. 

Pfc Seidensticker, James 

Pfc Gilley, Richard A. 

Pfc Smith, John T. (Driver) 

Pfc Homsley, Ivan D. 

Pfc Walsh, James E. 

Pfc Kenerly, Warren E. 

Pfc Yarbough, Lester G. 

Pfc Lasurk, Danny L. 

Pfc Ojeda, Nestor 
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Assignment Tan Son Nhut 
 
By Tom Rosinski 
7th AF Plans 
TSN 1968 
 
In 1967 I was on my second assignment to the Pentagon working in War Plans.   Many of my AF buddies from 
my  prior assignment to the Pentagon had volunteered for Vietnam and were stationed at Tan Son Nhut.    One 
day I received a call from my best buddy, Billie Rea who was working in 7th Air Force  Plans at Tan Son Nhut.   
During our conversation he told me that there was an opening for an administrative NCO and that I should vol-
unteer for it and join my buddies.  He said that there was no problem being assigned to the Saigon area as it 
was as safe as living in New York City or Chicago.   The war was not close by according to him. 
 
He convinced me and that night I went home and informed the wife and family that I was volunteering for Vi-
etnam and they supported me in my decision.  Sure enough, 30 days after volunteering I received orders for 
Tan Son Nhut.   Moved my family to Lumberton, NC where the wife would be near her parents and I was off to 
Vietnam. 
 
I arrived at Tan Son Nhut in the daytime on 15 January 1968 and was greeted by Billie Rea and my AF bud-
dies  who proceeded  to  get me processed in  and assigned quarters in Ellis Compound.   I turned down the 
opportunity to reside in Saigon even after Billie told me about the advantages of living off base (good decision 
on my part).   That first night in Vietnam was very scary as I saw the skies around TSN   being lit up by flares 
being dropped.  The word was that it was lighted to spot any enemy activity  in the area.  Little did I know what 
was to come.  I realized  at this time I was in the War Zone and questioned my volunteering decision. 
 
I  was  assigned to the 377th Combat Support Group with duty as  NCOIC of Headquarters 7th Air Force Plans 
where I quickly learned that the war was heating up as we processed plan after plan to step up the air war. My 
job included screening all incoming message traffic regarding operations in and around TSN.  I became aware 
that something big was about to happen in and around the base. 
 
The routine of working 12 to 16 hours a day, six and a half  days a week was welcomed as there really was 
nothing else I wanted to do.  Had a good crew of NCOs and  airmen, some I had worked with before who 
worked their tails off.  Colonel Bottomly, the Deputy Chief of Plans  was an  outstanding officer and I really en-
joyed working for him even under strenuous conditions. 
 
Things were uneventful  the first couple of weeks until the early morning hours of 31 January 1968  when the 
night was  broken up with loud explosions and sirens blaring.  All of us in hooch 531  had heard  that Tet was 
celebrated with a lot of fireworks  and many of us believed this was just part of the celebration but what we 
quickly learned was that  what we were hearing were 122mm rockets falling all around us.  Tan Son Nhut was 
under attack.  We all scrambled for the sand bag bunker located about 25 yards from our hooch. 
 
In the rush to get inside the bunker several of us were physically pushed into the bunker landing on our stom-
achs covered by other bodies.  There were a lot of scared and concerned support troops in that bunker listen-
ing to rockets and small arms fire all around us.  The sad part is that there were no weapons available in our 
area.  Although we had all been trained on the M16 prior to deployment to Vietnam, the word was that the 
higher ups were concerned that we would shoot each other.   It was several hours before the all clear came 
and we were able to return to our duty sections and began talking about what we had just been through.   
 
For several weeks after Tet, the rocket attacks continued.   It got so that when the siren went off during the 
night all of us in my hooch would just roll out of bed and pull our mattress over our bodies and wait for the all 
clear sign.  
 
During one of the day light attacks, I was riding my bike from Ellis Compound past the heliport to my work  area 
when a 122mm rocket hit near me.   It was so close it knocked me off my bike.  It took me several minutes to 
get my wits and clear the ringing from my ears before I could continue on my way.   Scared wasn’t the word for 
how I felt.   When I arrived back at my duty section, Billie Rea was there and I informed him that Saigon was a 
war zone and not as safe as NY City. 
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One of my saddest days at TSN was 18 February 1968 when two of my fellow airmen (Sgt Bruce Carey and 
Sgt Richard Ramsey)  were killed in their hooch in Ellis Compound during a rocket attack.  I had heard that one 
of them was packing for his return trip to the CONUS.  The hooch that they were killed in was just up the street 
from where I lived so I had to pass it several times and witness what devastation the 122mm rockets made.   I  
always wondered, how much longer will this go on and who would be next. 
 
When the rocket attacks stopped, there were some good times at the NCO Club.   It was an ideal  place to 
meet and release some of the tensions of the day. There was a country band called  “Country USA”  that would 
frequently play at the club.   A couple of the most popular requested songs  were “San Francisco Here I 
Come”,  “Green, Green Grass of Home” and “Silver Wings”.  Believe me there were many beers consumed 
while these songs were being played.   I met a lot of good folks at the NCO club from all branches of the ser-
vices and heard many war stories.    
 
I also spent some of my spare time with a group of  NCOs   and airmen from Ellis Compound  who volunteered 
time to a local orphanage where we helped  to paint several of the rooms.   Here we  witnessed the real  vic-
tims of the war, the children who were left without parents. It was a long year,   but an assignment I will never 
forget.  I was one happy guy  when the Freedom Bird lifted off TSN and headed for Yokota AB,  Japan where I 
was being assigned to Hq 5th Air, DCS/ Intelligence. 
 
Early in my assignment at Fuchu I was called to the Commander 5th Air Forces office where he presented me 
with The Bronze Star for my duty at TSN.   It was a total surprise to me because all I did was my job the best I 
knew.   The citation read as follows: 
 
“Technical Sergeant Thomas Rosinski distinguished himself by meritorious service as Noncommissioned Of-
ficer-In-Charge, Administrative Branch, Deputy Chief of Staff for Plans, Headquarters Seventh Air Force, Tan 
Son Nhut Air Base, Republic of Vietnam while engaged in ground operations against an opposing armed force 
from 15 January 1968 to 9 December 1968.  During this period, while exposed to the hazards of hostile rocket 
and mortar attacks, Sergeant Rosinski performed in an outstanding manner while supervising the administra-
tive office.  His super administrative and management and close attention to detail assisted materially to the 
overall effectiveness of the Seventh Air Force mission.  The exemplary leadership, personal endeavor and de-
votion to duty displayed by Sergeant Rosinski in this responsible position reflect great credit upon himself and 
the United States Air Force.” 
 
I am very proud of this award but after finding the TSNA web site I have learned the real details of that scary 
evening of 31 January 1968 when some very brave and heroic Security Police and others gave their lives in 
defense of Tan Son Nhut Air Base.  Before this, I only had heard that TSN had come close to being overrun by 
the VC and that a large number had been killed outside the base.   What an eye opener the “After Action Re-
port” on the TSNA website was for me some 39 years later.    My job was not nearly as dangerous as those 
who defended TSN.      
 
To all you fellow veterans who  served in Nam, I say hold your heads high and be proud of your service to this 
great nation we call the United States.  Let us all give our full support to our troops who are now fighting the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  
 
I am looking forward to meeting some of you at the Reunion in St Louis. 
 
God Bless America! 
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A note about the Tan Son Nhut Association and your federal taxes. 

There is a special tax deduction the 2020 tax year for filers that use the standard deduction for their federal taxes.   The 

following information is taken from the IRS website and the Tan Son Nhut Association is an approved non-profit organiza-

tion under this act. 

             The CARES Act, enacted by Congress last spring, includes a special $300 deduction designed especially     

 for people who choose to take the standard deduction, rather than itemizing. 

             https://www.irs.gov/about-irs/special-tax-deductions-available-this-year-for-cash-donations-to-charities-irs-works-    

 to-raise-awareness.  

             The actual line from the IRS list of approved organizations is below. 

             800246369|Tan Son Nhut Association Inc.|Georgetown|TX|United States|EO.  

Remember this is not a $300 deduction for every charity that has received contributions from you, but a total $300 deduc-

tion for each filer and is only for the 2020 tax year.  Most importantly consult your tax advisor for specific application to you 

and your circumstances, this is only provided as general information is not legal advice from a tax professional.   

Andy Csordas Treasurer TSNA 

 

Chaplain’s Corner-How Prayer Funded the Revolution Army 
 
 I recently received a book titled 100 Bible Verses That Made America by Robert J. Morgan. The 100 
separate articles each refer to a scripture verse and discuss how God has blessed and cared for this country in 
a remarkable way.  One of the articles is titled “How Prayer Funded the Army at Valley Forge” on December 
31, 1777. 

We have read about the conditions at Valley Forge, but it is very difficult to imagine how bad it really 
was there during the winter.  Bare feet, an extremely cold winter, heavy snow, not enough blankets, smallpox, 
no food, no money for food, etc. were just some of the hardships suffered.  Desertions were happening due to 
the troops not getting paid plus all of the other hardships. 

This was after the Revolutionary Army defeats at Brandywine, Paoli and Germantown.  There were ap-
proximately 12,000 troops at Valley Forge and they were only about 20 miles from British occupied Philadelph-
ia.  There was no money to buy food and supplies and the outcome of the Revolutionary War truly did hang in 
the balance.  At this time the colonial government had not been providing the funding the army needed and 
Washington was exasperated by the lack of needed funds from the new government. 

At this moment George Washington, as he often did, resorted to prayer.  In addition, on this New Year’s 
Eve, St. George’s Methodist Church in Philadelphia held an all-night prayer meeting to pray for the Army and 
the American cause.  The church was packed with people who had come to pray that “God would open up the 
hearts of people to furnish the money needed to pay the troops at Valley Forge that the Army might be 
saved.”  (Kinghorn, Heritage of American Methodism, p.74). 

As the prayers rose to heaven that night, Robert Morris was among the people in the church.  Morris 
was a prosperous merchant originally from Liverpool, an advocate of the revolution and signer of the Declara-
tion of Independence.  He was convicted that he must act at once.  He went door to door waking wealthy 
friends and asked for help.  He used his international credit line to secure funding for the army with help from 
friends.    

Within hours Washington found out he would receive the needed provisions.  The General came to 
view Morris as the sole force that allowed him to keep his troops on the field.  There are many things that oc-
curred during the Revolutionary War that just should not have happened, except for prayer and grace from 
God.  You can read about the evacuation from New York as just one more example.    

Morris ended up bankrupt and in debtor’s prison later in life; he had sacrificed much personal wealth for 
the cause of America.  He was able to settle his debts and get out of prison when the Bankruptcy Act was 
passed in 1800.  Morris passed in 1806. 

I firmly believe God helped form this country as a “shining light on the hill” to benefit mankind through 
the incredible wisdom of our founding fathers and prayer.  Our country is not perfect, but as they say, it is the 
best thing going. 

The verse that describes that night in Philadelphia is Exodus 35:21 which says, “Then everyone came 
whose heart was stirred, and everyone whose spirit was willing, and they brought to the Lord offerings for the 
work.”  Let us all be sensitive to the stirring of our heart by the Lord and respond appropriately.  Sometimes not 
just the big things but also the little things make a very big difference in the long run. 

 
TSNA Associate Chaplain-Andy Csordas 

https://www.irs.gov/about-irs/special-tax-deductions-available-this-year-for-cash-donations-to-charities-irs-works-to-raise-awareness
https://www.irs.gov/about-irs/special-tax-deductions-available-this-year-for-cash-donations-to-charities-irs-works-to-raise-awareness
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Larry....Dad thought you would be interested in 
this and asked me to send to you. 
 
It’s from the grand opening and dedication of the 
USO in Saigon. 
 
Angela Duncan 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE:  “Dad” is Robbie Robertson, 
Jan 63 - Dec 63, 1964th Communications Sq 



 

REVETMENTS                                                               7                                                             JANUARY 2021    

 
 
 
 

 



 

REVETMENTS                                                               8                                                             JANUARY 2021    

Tan Son Nhut Association 
P. O. Box 236 
Penryn PA 17564 

TSNA and its officers, directors, employees and agents do not make any guarantees of any kind about the content, accuracy, or 
timeliness of information in the TSNA newsletter, Revetments. The use of information from this newsletter is strictly voluntary and 
at the user’s sole risk.  TSNA shall not be liable for any damages of any kind related to the information in this newsletter. The 
opinions expressed in the newsletter are those of the authors and do not constitute the opinion or policy of TSNA. 

 Revetments is an official publication of the  
 Tan Son Nhut Association, Inc. 
 P.O. Box 236, Penryn, PA 17564-0236 
 The Association is a 501(c)(19) tax exempt Veterans’    
 Organization incorporated in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
 
 President: Randall W. Brown 
 Vice President: Richard Carvell   
 Secretary: Dale Bryan 
 Treasurer:  Andy Csordas 
 Director of Communications: Gary Fields 
 Director of Marketing: Johnnie Jernigan 
 Co-Director of Reunion Planning:  Joe Kricho 
 Co-Director of Reunion Planning:  Paul Mortensen 
 Director of Membership and Revetments Editor: Larry E. Fry 
 Membership Development: Rick Cooley 
 Director at Large: Jim Faulkner  
 Web Master: Kerry Nivens 
 Chaplain: Jimmy Smith 
 Associate Chaplain:  Andy Csordas  
 Chaplains Emeriti:  
   Rev. Bob Alan Chaffee  (1929-2017),TSNA Chaplain: 2009 - 2017 
   Rev. Dr. James M. Warrington, TSNA Chaplain: 1997-2018 
 Presidents Emeriti:  
   Don Parker, (1947-2014), Co-Founder and President 1996-2002 
   John Peele, Co-Founder and President 2002-2004 
   Wayne Salisbury, (1940-2014), President 2004-2007  
   Robert Robinson Gales, President 2007-2011 
   George Plunkett, President 2011-2015 
 Web Site: www.tsna.org 
 Annual Membership: $20.00 
 Five Year Membership: $80.00 
 Life Membership: $180.00 

Photo from time of Tet, sent in by  
Terry Love-1st Signal Brigade (USA) 

‘66—3/68 

Danny Bell, Lowell Grimaud, Skip Tannery, and Gerald Sommerfeldt have renewed for another year. 
 
Randall Brown, Johnnie Jernigan, and John Bessette, have made donations to the Scholarship Fund. 
 
Randal S. Carter has donated to the General Fund. 
 
Joe Ingram has donated to the Memorial Fund. 
 
James M. Lane has donated to the Memorial, General, and Scholarship Funds. 
 
Jerry C. Kinsey has renewed to Life Member. 

 MEMBERSHIP DATA 

IN MEMORIAM 

Trinie Reiter, past TSNA member, and wife of TSNA member Donald Reiter 


